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I NAME 
HISTORIC 

Point Bolivar Lighthouse 
AND/OR COMMON 

I LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

1/4 mi le west o f Highway 2612 on Highway 87 _ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 

Port B o l i v a r VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

9 
STATE 

Texas 
CODE 

48 
COUNTY 

Galveston 
CODE 

167 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

_BUILOING(S) 

^.STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

-PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_ I N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
—OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
XYES RESTRICTED 

— YES UNRESTRICTED 

— NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

— EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

— PARK 

J^PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

Q o W N E R OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mrs. E. B. Boyt and Mr. George Maxwell 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

Devers VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Texas y^^s^^ 

H L O C A T I O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Qal vBston County Courthouse 
STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

Galveston 
STATE 

Texas 

O REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Texas His tor ic Engineering Site Inventory 
DATE 

1 9 7 6 —FEDERAL ^STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR , , . , . 

suRVEYREcoRDs History o f Engineering Program, C.E. Department 
CITY, TOWN 

Lubbock 
STATE 

Texas 



! DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED JCUNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE 

X G O O D —RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR -. . —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

In 1852, an iron tower lighthouse was constructed on Bolivar Point but was dismantled 
during the Civi l War. A temporary l igh t was put in i t s place in 1865, and in 1872-
1873 the Bureau of Lighthouses had a br ick- l ined, malleable-iron tower erected. 

The 1872 Point Bolivar Lighthouse is unusual in many structural aspects. At 117 
feet, i t is one of the ta l les t lighthouses in Texas, and is one of only two 
remaining iron lighthouses along the Gulf Coast. The Point Bolivar tower is 
constructed of brick, 18" thick at the bottom and tapering to 12" at the top, and 
covered on the exterior by one-inch-thick malleable-iron plates riveted together. 
Inside the lighthouse, an iron spiral stairway runs from ground level to the l igh t 
tower and observation balcony at the top. Light was provided by a large oil-burning 
lantern which projected a piercing beam through a rotating ref lect ive lens. The 
mechanism which tumed the lens was mucb l ike that of a weighted clock and required 
periodic winding. A lighthouse keeper who lived nearby tended to this mechanism, 
making sure that the huge lantern never ran short of o i l . There are three windows 
on the south side of the lighthouse, inset with l /4"-thick curved glass, the same 
type of glass which f i l l e d the brass frames in the lighthouse dome. The cupola 
roof and the ra i l ing around the observation balcony are constructed of brass. An 
iron door, similar to the iron sheathing, provides an entry at the base of the 
structure. The massive Point Bolivar lighthouse is f i rmly anchored to a foundation 
consisting of nine feet of concrete over a timber pi l ing base. 

Today, the property is privately owned and maintained. Houses on each side of the 
lighthouse are used as vacation cottages. The lighthouse is in need of attention 
for the prevention of rust and the replacement of broken and missing parts. The 
glass on the tower dome has been broken out and the structure is in need of general 
maintenance. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

- 1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9 

- 1 5 0 0 - 1 5 9 9 

— 1600-1699 

—1700-1799 

1800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

—ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

JfcoMMERCE 

JfcoMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

JCENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

^TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER ISPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1872 - 73 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Bureau of Lighthouses 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Ppint Bolivar Lighthouse is,significant because i t is one of the few nineteenth-
century lighthouses remaining on the Texas Gulf Coast. The structure, a brick tower 
covered with cast iron plates, represents an unusual type of construction. The 1872 
Point Bolivar Lighthouse was first lighted on November 19, 1873, and operated until 
i t was discontinued on May 29, 1933. The light shined every night during its 60 
years of service except for two, during the 1915 hurricane when a storm destroyed the 
oil house. 

During the devastating Galveston Hurricane of 1900, the Point Bolivar Lighthouse 
withstood the savage winds and safely harbored about 125 refugees. Few other 
structures survived the 1900 onslaught. 

In 1915, when winds reached an estimated 125 miles per hour and the lighthouse top 
swayed 12 inches from side-to-side, fi f t y people took refuge in the structure for 
two nights, sitting in pairs on alternating steps of the iron stairway. The tower 
vibrated so that the lens would not rotate, but the keeper turned i t by hand until 
the oil supply washed away. In the midst of the storm, the sea forced open the 
lighthouse door, fil l i n g the base of the tower with approximately four feet of 
water. The crashing of waves against the structure added to the alarm of the refugees, 
The Point Bolivar Lighthouse continued to operate until 1933, when i t was abandoned. 
The Federal government later sold the structure and surrounding property to a private 
individual. 



•MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Baughman, J. L. "Taps for Texas Lighthouses." n.p.: n.p., Sunday, June 29, 1952 
[unidentified newspaper article]. 

Hal stead, Murat. Galveston: The Horrors of a Stricken City, n.p.: American 
Publishers' Association, 1900. 

[QGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 / 4 a C r e 

UTM REFERENCES 

A [ l ^ 1312.815,2,01 I3.2t4,9|7.2.0t B | _ J i I • I • . I I • I • I • • | 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c L U L L L - I • . I I , 1 . I , • I DI . I 1 I . I . . 1 I . I . I . . I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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BSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nauflhal Historic Presemation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National HffgfsXer and certify Y r W ^ h3s«^en evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service, 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

^ Texas State Historic Preservation officer 
[FOR NPS USE ONLY Q / ) 

1 HEREBY CERTIFY THATTHtS PROPERTY Ip INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER I U 

iuiiiLiJlLJLl^PTI'Uw mSEE OE THE EATIOSllI MSG: 
. DATE < f . / ^ 0 ; 

IM 

OrTI IEHi ' iT l f f l l t n i REnt i 'TrR 

GPO 8 9 2 . 4 5 1 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

FEB 241977 
RECEIVED ' ' 

^^<U8 1977 
DATE ENTERED "^'^' 

CONTINUATION SHEET B ib l i og raphy ITEM NUMBER ^ PAGE ^ 

Holland, Francis Ross, Jr . America's Lighthouses: Their I l l u s t r a t e d History Since 
1716. Brat t leboro, Vt.1 Stephen Greene Press, 1972. pp. 149-152. 

Lester, Paul. The Great Galveston Disaster. Phi ladelphia: Globe Bible 
Publishing Co., 1900. 

Putnam, George R. Sentinel o f the Coasts: Log of a Lighthouse Engineer. New 
York: W. W. Norton and Company, 1937. p. 3b0. 

GPO 892 455 



WASO Form - 177 
( " R " June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

n resubmission 
(m nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection 
n appeal 

Substantive Review: EJ sample CH request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 
Action: ACCEPT /P^ 77 

RETURN 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CI] NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownerihip 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? n yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CH ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
CH dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
CH Photographs 
CH Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 















ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TK^AS 

Date Entered AUG 1 8 1977 

Name Location 

00 

CO 

fl 

n 

,8 

^ ii 
y 5 

O 00 
•H 

to 
V 

Coryell County Courthouso 

Erath Coxmty Courthousa 

Old Victoria County Courthouse 

Point Bolivar Lighthouse 

Gatesville 
Coryell County 

Stephettvllle 
Erath County 

Victoria 
Victoria County 

Port Bolivar vicinity 
Galveston County 

Val Verde County Courthouse and J a i l Del Rio 
Val Verde County 

Galveston Seawall 

Oliphant House 

Also Notified 

Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon. Lloyd Bentsen 
Bon. U. R. PoaRS 
Hon. Omr Burleson 
Hon. John Young 
Hon. Jcck Broolca 
Ĥ n. Robert C. Krueger 
Hon. Cliarles Wilson 

Galveston 
Galveston County 

Mllaia vicinity 
Sabine County 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr, Truett Latiaer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Comolsston 
P. 0. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Axtstin, Texas 78711 



NR Data Sheet Reviewer INITIALSi f Y \ ^ \ j , 

DOE 8 1977 

N A M E AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: 

OTHER KAf'ES: 

L O C A T I O N : 

S T R C e i t NUMBER TX 87 

Port Bolivar 

Point Bolivar Lighthouse 

OTY. TOWN 

STATE Texas 

C O N G X t b i l O N A l DISTRICT 9 t h 

48 
VICINITY OF 

COUNTY 

Galveston 
code 

167 

OWNER OF PROPERTY; (C i rc l e ) ^PXVKTp STATE LOC^i GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL {AGENCY NAIIE) : 

MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOOTHyESl' RCCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC NORTmTEST 

ADMINISTRATOR(underiine) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N. ATL. ' . : :T IC 

F E A T U R E S : ERIOR 
^Subs tan t ia l ly i n t a c t - 1 

_ un)cnovm - 4 
_ not appl icab le - 7 

rIOR 
u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 
uTilcnov.'n.-S 
not applicable - 8 

IPOKS 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 
unlcnovm -6 

_ Kct appl icab le -9 

CONDITION 
I^OC 

ELLENT 

GOOD 

_ f A l R 

. I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , o n v i r - n ^ n o t in tacc -0 

. r > ^ WNAL _DETERlORATEO 

_ R U I N S 

_ U N E X P 0 S t O 

_Unexcovat»' i 

ONALTERtO 

—ALTERED 

-Reconstructed 
-Excavated 

CORIGINAL SITE 

— MOVtO 

—Unknown 

ACCESS-
r e s t r i c t e c 

hisloric d is t r ic t 

Yes-unres t r ic ted No access  

YES NO _ 

YES WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTPJICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

NO 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAIID.'-'J.RK? 
IF YES, KA-^i: 

YES NO 

ADAPTIVE U S E : YES Saved ? YES 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) ; (uso "bcabulary words) 

then- llj^iMvt. 

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

_ARCHE0 l . 0 l iY PREHISTORIC 

—AKCMEOIOCY HISTORIC 

^AGRICULTURE 

.ARCHITECTURE 

^ R T 

•VfOMMERCE 

VcOMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 
t i first 

— CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

— J b u C A I l O N 

yENGINEERINC 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

YES NO 

- LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A W / G O v ' t / p O l l t i C S —SCIENCE 

—LITERATURE 

— Ml l lTARY 

—MUSIC t 

—PHILOSOPHY ^TRANSPORTATION 

_POL1TICS,COV(RNMENT —OTHER ISPECIFYl 

'*oldest ' - ' YES NO 

SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

entertainment 
_ h e a l t h 

recreation A 
settlement 

_ s o c i o / c u l t u r a l 
urban i coramun 

planning 

**only'-' YES NO 



ARCHITECTUIIAL STYLE.* 

architec(/m .bu i Ide r: 

landscape/garden designer: 
interior decorator; 

ETHNIC G R O U P : 

N A M E S : 

(label role 
& 

appropriate dace) 

personaJ 

events 

engineer: 

artist/artisan: 

builder/contractor: 

institutional 

D A T E S : D.i.TE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 

DATE(S) OF "MJLJOR" ALTEFĴ TIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): | 5 7 3 - | ^ 3 . 3 

S O U R C E . ;̂oMI:,IATICN) PRIVATE SIAIE LOCAL GOV'T 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY; 

A C R E A G E , (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

C O M M E N T S , (include architectural information here) 

in* Kiqh 

MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

g j G N I F I C A N C E . ( m a x i m u m two sentences) 

HjCiCUt 


