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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The McCulloch County Courthouse b u i l t by M a r t i n and Moodie 
o f Comanche, r ep re sen t ing the "Turn Key" Cons t ruc t ion Company, 
i s b u i l t i n a m o d i f i e d Romanesque s t y l e . A three s t o r y s t r u c t u r e 
o f cream-colored n a t i v e sandstone, i t follcws the t r a d i t i o n a l cross 
a x i a l p l a n . B u i l t w i t h arched v a u l t s th roughou t , the i n t e r i o r 
r e t a i n s the o r i g i n a l w a i n s c o t i n g and s t a i r - r a i l i n g s o f what was 
o r i g i n a l l y pine woodwork and f l o o r i n g th roughout . 

On the e x t e r i o r , the n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s f e a t u r e t w i n 
t u r r e t s f l a n k i n g an arched entrance w i t h a dormer above. The east 
and west entrances occupy p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n s w i t h unadorned t r i 
angular , pediments above and an ornamental border o f diamond-faced 
cut stone above the door. The corners o f the p a v i l i o n s are te rminated 
by b a r t i z a n - l i k e f ea tu re s ex tending the h e i g h t o f the w a l l . 

A simple co rn ice and r o o f combs complete the somewhat spare 
decora t ive t r ea tment . Dominating the composi t ion i s a r a the r low 
square tower , h i p - r o o f e d and topped w i t h a f i n i a l , w i t h t u r r e t s a t 
each corner . 

E x h i b i t i n g a good s t a t e o f p r e s e r v a t i o n throughout; the b u i l d i n g 
continues t o serve i t o r i g i n a l f u n c t i o n and acts as something o f 
a landmark w i t h i n the community. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

McCulloch County was created from Bexar County i n 1856 and 
named f o r Ben McCulloch, but not u n t i l the 1870's were the b u f f a l o 
hunted o f f and sc a t t e r e d ranches e s t a b l i s h e d . Brady, the county 
seat was s t a r t e d i n 1876 and named f o r Peter Brady a member of the 
party who o r i g i n a l l y surveyed the county. The f i r s t courthouse was 
b u i l t i n 1879. 

On May 9, 1899, the County Commissioners met t o consider the 
a d v i s a b i l i t y o f c o n s t r u c t i n g a new courthouse. The commissioners 
met again on May 11, at which time i t was noted t h a t "the Plans 
and S p e c i f i c a t i o n s presented by Messers. Marti n and Moodie f o r the 
er e c t i o n o f a new courthouse. . . was t h i s day by the court adopted 
as Plans and S p e c i f i c a t i o n s t o be used i n the e r e c t i o n o f s a i d 
courthouse." On June 16, 1899 the co n t r a c t was awarded t o the f i r m 
of Martin and Moodie f o r t h e i r "best and most responsible b i d " of 
$33,000.00. I n a d d i t i o n t o c o n s t r u c t i o n of the new courthouse, 
Martin and Moodie also agreed t o " d i g a w e l l and erec t a w i n d m i l l , 
ten f o o t wheel, a f i f t y f o o t tower and tank, capacity o f s i x t y -
seven b a r r e l s . " They also undertook t o f u r n i s h a " g r a n i t e cornerstone 
w i t h a l l i n s c r i p t i o n s . " 

Subsequent m o d i f i c a t i o n s t o the o r i g i n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l f a b r i c 
included the order t o i n s t a l l a water c l o s e t on February 13, 1813. 
On February 13, 1922, the County Commissioners voted t o i n s t a l l a 
clock. 

The b u i l d i n g possess l o c a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . Although 
somewhat r e s t r a i n e d i n d e t a i l , i t i s the f i n e s t example o f the 
Romanesque Revival s t y l e and the most outstanding nineteenth-century 
s t r u c t u r e i n the v i c i n i t y . 
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McCulloch County Commissioners' Court Minutes 
June R a y f i e l d Welch and J. Larry Nance, The Texas Courthouse, 

Texian Press, Waco, 19 71 
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