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INAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 
W. A. Strain House 

Q L O C A T I O N 
STREET& NUMBER 

400 E. Pecan —NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 

L a n c a s t e r — VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

6 
STATE CODE 

048 
COUNTY CODE 

113 

• C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

_BUILDINGIS) 

J5STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

XPRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
XOCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X Y E S : RESTRICTED 

— YES UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER 

• O W N E R OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

E l l i s W h i t e S t r a i n • 'Wn," •- ' AT-' 

STREET & NUMBER 

400 E. Pecan 
CITY. TOWN 

L a n c a s t e r VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Texas 75146 

• L O C A T I O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC _ _ , . ^ j. . 

D A I I A S C f t i i n t ! v C1AT-T<- ' JS O f f i r * * 
STREET* NUMBER 

Records B u i l d i n s : 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Texas 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
Dallas County Historical Map; Lancaster Historical Survey for 
Historic Landmarks; Historic Sites Inventory 

TITLE 

DATE 

1 9 7 5 ; 1 9 7 5 ; 1 9 7 7 -FEDERAL XSTATE XCOUNTY X_LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR Dallas County H i s t o r i c a l Conmission; Lancaster H i s t o r i c a l 
SURVEY RECORDS Preservation Committee; Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
CITY, TOWN Dallas; Lancaster; 

Au stin 
STATE 

Texas 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE 

X G O O D —RUINS X A L T E R E D —MOVED DATE_ 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The W. A. Strain home stands on a h i l l at the southeast comer of the Lan
caster city limits, facing northwest. Of the original outbuildings, in
cluding a bam, smoke house, wood shed, wash house and outhouse, only 
the smoke house and outhouse, southeast of the home, s t i l l remain. 

The two and a half story frame late-Victorian structure with gabled wood 
shingle roof and brick foundation has an as3mimetrical plan. Its guttering 
system around the roof sends rain water through a charcoal bin to a cis
tern. The house was originally painted a deep rust color with cream-
colored trim. I t i s now white with black trim. Some of the original 
metal roof cresting has been removed. There i s a wide band of imbricated 
shingle siding between the f i r s t and second floors around the front and 
two sides of the house. The shingle siding i s repeated on gable ends 
and around the third story of the turret. One-over-one double-hung sash 
windows are used predominantly on a l l facades of the house. There i s a 
large central corbeled brick chimney with two evenly spaced brick belt 
courses encircling i t , and a smaller, very simple brick chimney toward 
the southeast (back) of the house. 

The northwest (front) facade shows a ground floor gallery wrapping around 
the southwest comer of the house witii a wide central pedimented entxy, 
tumed columns, spindled and cut-out balustrade and cut-out spandrels. 
The second story gallery directly above stops at the soutiiwest comer of 
the house. Beside the gallery, three windows separated by muntins have 
a stained-glass transom above on the ground floor. A horizontal stained 
glass window is on the second floor with a low-pitched pediment above. 
Both triangular pediments on this facade are trimmed with dentils and 
applied serpentine wood moldings. The single-light casement window in 
the gable end above once contained stained glass. The peak of t±ie gable 
end i s spanned by a cut-out bargeboard. There i s a three-story turret 
on the north comer of this facade, i t s cone-shaped shingle roof topped 
with a metal finial at i t s peak. Circular windows on the third floor 
once contained stained glass. There i s a carved wood medallion above the 
second story window on the turret. 

The northeast (side) facade shows the turret and a t:wo-story bay window 
with an arched stained glass window set in a projection of the ground 
floor of tiie bay. The gable end and pediment are identical to those on 
the northwest (front) of the house. 

The soutiieast (back) facade of tiie house shows a hipped roof rather than 
a gable end. The two-story pordi was enclosed and a one-story porch added 
around 1915. 
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The southwest (side) facade consists of a central projecting pavilion with 
gable end and pediment identical tro t^ose described on the northwest and 
northeast elevations, with enclosed porches to the southeast (back) and 
the wrap-around gallery to tzhe northwest (front). A small balcony above 
the gallery has been enclosed. 

The four original Victorian mantels with beveled mirrors are s t i l l in the 
house. There i s an omate front and simple back staircase. An attic 
stair was added around 1915. Sliding peuielled pocket doors open between 
tiie front hall and parlor and between the parlor and diningroom. All the 
ceilings are 12 feet high on the ground floor. 

The t:hree-st:ory smoke house has horizontal wood siding on the irwo lower 
floors with imbricated shingle siding around the mansard top floor which 
contains a cistem fed by a windmill. 

This property i s s t i l l occupied by the W. A. Strain heirs. They have 
recently replaced the wood shingle roof and have repainted the house. 
The floors and woodwork inside the house have been refinished. The 
family plans to continue to maintrain the house and i t s original fumish-
ings as they have in the past. 



I SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

X l 800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

XAGRICULTURE 

XvRCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 
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—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 
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Joe Lvon. buildeT-. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The W. A. Strain House near Lancaster, Texas, i s an excellent example 
of late Victorian architecture, designed by J. E. Flanders & Moad of 
Dallas. This firm also designed the Trinity Methodist Church in Dallas, 
and the Shackleford County Courthouse, which i s part of an historic district 
in Albany, Texas. Joe Lyon built the house in 1896. The 374 acre farm 
on which i t i s located has been designated one of 560 farms in Texas for 
the Family Land Heritage Program. This land has been feunned for over 
130 years by the same family. The Sl^rain family has shown pride in their 
old family home by maintaining i t with few alterations since i t was built 
72 years ago. The house has been the meeting place of many Baptist groups 
over the years and i s the annual location of the Lancaster Historical 
Society spring luncheon and meeting. 

W. A. Strain (1861-1907) was the son of M. L. Fomsworth and W. S. Strain 
of Washington County, Tennessee. W. A. Strain came to Texas sometime 
before 1887, followed by his family. He purchased a building on the north 
side of the square in Lancaster in 1889 in which he opened a drugstore. 
His brother, Horace, managed this store v^ile W, A. opened another 
drugstore in Waxahachie. 

In 1895, after marrying Minnie White (1867-1957), Strain moved back to 
Lancaster, sold his two businesses and bought the 380 farm from his wife's 
family. The young couple was able to build tzhe large house on the h i l l 
just east of the W. L. White cott»n gin due to the encouragement and finan
cial aid of Minnie's widowed mother, Mrs. W. L. White. Mr. and Mrs. White 
had planned to build a home one day on the site their daughter and son-
in-law utilized in 1896. 

The house was built on land that had been settled by Mrs. White's parents, 
Thomas McKee and Mary Witt E l l i s , in 1846. W. L. White was a cattleman, 
banker, investor and ginner. W. A. Strain helped the White sons run the 
gin after W. L. White died, and farmed his 380 acres until his death from 
tuberculosis in 1907. The Strain heirs have continued to live in the old 
family home, maintaining i t with very few alterations and much of the 
original fumishings s t i l l intact. 
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Strain, W. A., House 

Wichita Falls Route Building 
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Honorable Jack E. Hlghtower 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
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NR Byers/bjr 12/14/78 
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