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NAME 
HISTORIC 

Throckmorton County Courthouse and J a i l 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREETS,NUMBER J a i l , Chcstnut S t r e e t ( l o t 3, b lock 29) 

Courthouse-Public Square —NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Th r n n k m n r h n r i VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

STATE CODE 

0 4 8 

COUNTY CODE 

Throckmorton / '/ 7 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

—DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

-XPUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

J^OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

—YES: RESTRICTED 

X_YES; UNRESTRICTED 

^_N0 

PRESENT USE 

—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

ENTERTAINMENT 

GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

X 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

County o f T h r o c k m o r t o n 
y 

STREETS. NUMBER 

P u b l i c Square 
CITY, TOWN 

T h r o c k m o r t o n —VICINITYOF 
STATE 

Texas 

Q L O C A T I O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC C O U r t h O U S e 

STREET & NUMBER 

P u b l i c Sauare 
CITY. TOWN 

T h r n r k m n r t n n 

STATE 

Texas 

Q REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y 
DATE 

1 9 7 7 —FEDERAL .XSTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEYRECORDS T e x a s H l s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 

CITY. TOWN 

Aus t i n 
STATE 

Texas 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION 

—EXCELLENT 

X_GOOD 

— FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

JIALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

X_ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE_ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The courthouse i s a two-story work w i t h polychromatic w a l l s of l i g h t 
brown and grey sandstone. The e x t e r i o r i s characterized by a large 
mass expressing the courtroom, flanked by two smaller masses, w i t h a 
wing t h a t has been added t o the west side. A t a l l tower r i s i n g from 
the center of the mass which once formed a landmark i n the community 
has been replaced by a modest h i p - r o o f e d f e a t u r e . 

The e x t e r i o r masonry i s noteworthy. Quarry-faced ashlar two f e e t t h i c k 
was employed f o r the e x t e r i o r w a l l s w h i l e cut stone was employed f o r 
quoins, p i l a s t e r s , and arches over the openings. Round arches spanned 
the openings of the main mass on the second f l o o r and s t i l t e d arches 
spanned the ground-floor openings. A galvanized i r o n cornice w i t h 
brackets forms a t r a n s i t i o n between the w a l l and the Mansard roof. 
Galvanized i r o n was also employed t o t r i m the t r i a n g u l a r pediments 
surmounting the entrances. 

The i n t e r i o r arrangement of spaces i s s i m i l a r t o numerous other 
southwestern courthouses. On the ground f l o o r are the o f f i c e s of county 
o f f i c i a l s and v a u l t s . On the second f l o o r are the o f f i c e s of j u d i c i a l 
o f f i c i a l s and the courtroom. 

On the i n t e r i o r , the courthouse s t i l l r e t a i n s much o f i t s o r i g i n a l 
character i n c l u d i n g the stamped metal c e i l i n g over the c o r r i d o r s . 

Constructed i n 189 3 the j a i l replaced a calaboose, "14 f e e t square and 
b u i l t out of 2 X 6 lumber l a i d f l a t ways and spiked together w i t h large 
spikes, f l o o r e d and roofed w i t h same m a t e r i a l , one door and two 
g r a t i n g s . " With w a l l s of brown sandstone, i t i s s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d i n 
design and i s v i r t u a l l y unmodified on the e x t e r i o r . Openings on both 
of the two s t o r i e s are spanned w i t h segmental arches. A simple stone 
cornice terminates the w a l l s and a hipped ro o f w i t h a corrugated i r o n 
r o o f i n g covers the s t r u c t u r e . On the main facade, a f r o n t i s p i e c e w i t h 
a bull's-eye fe a t u r e and a stepped parapet announces the j a i l entrance 
on the east. 

The Throckmorton County J a i l conforms t o t y p i c a l p a t t e m s of l a t e -
nineteenth- century d e t e n t i o n f a c i l i t y design. The c e l l s were located 
on the second f l o o r . On the ground f l o o r were the quarters f o r the 
s h e r i f f , although these a t one time were e v i d e n t l y rented out f o r other 
uses. 

A small one-story, wood frame storage b u i l d i n g i s located on the 
courthouse grounds j u s t west o f the a d d i t i o n . 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

X-1 800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

— LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

X_POUTICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIALyHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER ISPECIFYI 

CH-Martin, Byrnes & Johnston 
'Jl-Pauly J a i l B u i l d i n g & 
Manutacturing company 

S P E C I F I C D A T E S n o o r , o i -r - 1 n o m 

courthouse-1890-91; Ja i l -1893 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Throckmorton County Courthouse and J a i l possess considerable l o c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e because of t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the developm.ent of 
West Texas h i s t o r y . Moreover, they are the most imposing s t r u c t u r e s 
i n the county and are among the few extant examples o f nineteenth 
century a r c h i t e c t u r e i n the county. 

The courthouse was erected i n 1890 when the county had only 124 
in h a b i t a n t s . Located i n farm and ranch country, the county was created 
i n 1858 b u t , due t o Indi a n problems and the C i v i l War, i t was not 
organized u n t i l 1879. 

I n June, 1890, the court ordered the p u b l i c a t i o n o f i n v i t a t i o n s t o bidders 
on a new courthouse i n the Fort Worth Daily Gazette and Galveston News. 
I n July of 1890, bids were received on a stone b u i l d i n g t o replace the 
o r i g i n a l frame and clapboard s h e l t e r . J.L. Dewees and Jacob Rath were 
the low bidders on the plans submitted by M a r t i n , Byrnes and Johnston, 
prominent West Texas b u i l d e r s who also b i d on the s t r u c t u r e . Although 
a l t e r a t i o n s i n the plans increased the f i n a l cost, the b i d of Dewees 
and Rath was §16,415. For the plans M a r t i n , Byrnes and Johnston 
received $492.45. 

A f t e r the contractors posted s u f f i c i e n t bond, c o n s t r u c t i o n proceeded i n a 
rou t i n e manner. I n Ju l y the o l d courthouse was moved and i n the f o l l o w 
i n g month the cornerstone l a y i n g on the new courthouse, performed by 
the l o c a l Masonic Lodge, was announced i n the Fort Worth Daily Gazette. 

Early i n 1891 the courthouse was made ready f o r occupation w i t h purchase 
of f u r n i t u r e from J.B. Massie and CE. Smith f o r $1,500. 

Two c i s t e r n s which f i l l e d by c o l l e c t i n g rainwater from the roof were also 
included i n the work. 

Although two of the four county commissioners voted against i t — t h e 
coimty judge broke the t i e — c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the j a i l was contracted i n 
189 3. I n May the con t r a c t was l e t t o the Pauly J a i l B u i l d i n g and 
Manufacturing Company o f St. Louis, M i s s o u r i , — b u i l d e r s of niamerous 
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Texas j a i l s — f o r $13,000 . I n June an order which had d i r e c t e d t h a t 
the j a i l be located on the p u b l i c square was rescinded and the b u i l d i n g 
was placed near Chestnut S t r e e t ( l o t 3, b lock 29 ) , away f rom the court
house. Cons t ruc t ion was completed i n r o u t i n e manner and today the 
j a i l , an unpre tent ious bu t e s t h e t i c a l l y s a t i s f a c t o r y work, continues 
to f u n c t i o n as o r i g i n a l l y designed. 

GPO 892 455 
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Webb, Walter Prescott (ed) , The Handbook of Texas, Vol. I I . A u s t i n : 
The Texas State H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , 19 52. 

Throckmorton County Commissioners' Court Minutes, Vol. I , I I , and I I I 
Fort Worth Daily Gazette, August 28, 1890. 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
less than 1 acre ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 

UTM REFERENCES 

A [ I ^ |4IS .3 14,5,51 13.617.019.4,01 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cLU I I • I • • I LL1_. J__L 

BLIAJ 1418.31 3.4.01 13.61 7015 8. ^ 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

oUJ I I . I • . I I • I • I . • i 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The courthouse i s located a t NW corner of Highway 79 -& 380 (24). 
The j a i l i s located a t the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Chesnut and Highway 
-380 (24) l o t 3 block29 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[JFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

W i l l a r d B. Robinson 9/13/76 
ORGANIZATION 

D i v i s i o n o f Arch i t ec tu re -Texas Tech U n i v e r s i t y 
DATE 

806/742-2464 
STREETS NUMBER 

P.O. Box 4499 
TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN 

Lubbock 
STATE 

Texas 

ISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE X LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the HaMna\ Historic Preservatic 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Reigfeter and certify that it 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) . I 

uated according to the 

TITLE 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 

DATE 

l /C l / )DED I t i THE eAATIONAL REGISTER 

DtftismiTifirnQt Qii lUM̂ iiLULUisTMigu wisTOt 
OATE 

DATE < f . > f " 
r P H L J l ' l l U A I l U N ' 

uttepcn eF I I IL IIIAIIUHJHL ncoiiTin 

GPO 8 9 2 . 453 
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TECHNICAL 
Photos ^ 
Maps / 

CONTROL 
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ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 
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Review 
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Federal Register Entry 7> "̂ ^ Re-submit 
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United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 





























William p. Ratliff 
Judge, 39th Judicial Digtrict 

Royce Adldns 
District Attorney 

Carol Duke 
District and County Oerk 

Floyd Boyd 
Sheriff and Tax Assessor-Collector 

Margaret Lilly 
County Treasurer 

Throckmorton County 
Throckmorton, Texas 

"Capital of the Cow Country^' 

W. T. Lindsey 
County Judge and 

EU-Officio County Superintendent 

May 24, 1978 

H. L. Martin 
Commissioner, Precinct 1 

Wade Rowland 
Commissioner, Precinct 2 

Marvin Bellah 
Commissioner, Precinct 3 

Robby Bailes 
Commissioner, Precinct 4 

Joe EA Thompson 
Justice of Peace, Precinct 2 

Orville C. Lindsey 
County Agent 

Mr. William Mutaugh 
Keeper of National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of Inter i o r 
Eighteen and C NW 
Washington, 20240 D.C. 

FIE: The Throckmorton County Courthouse Nominations 

Dear Mr. Mutaugh, 

The Commissioners Court and I , Judge of Throckmorton County, 
understand the implications of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 and 
therefore waive a waiting period of 30 days. 

We request that the nomination be reviewed immediately. 

Very tinily your 

W.T. Lindsey 
Throckmcrtnn County Judge 

WTL:ph 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIC»iAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered Sim 1 0 1978 

Name 

Mustang Branch Site (Al MC 163) 

Throckmorton Covmty Courthouse and J a i l 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Pagan Site (41 LK 85) 

Location 

McMullen County 

Throckmorton 
Throckmorton County 

Round Top 
Fayette County 

Live Oak County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable E. de l a Garza 
Honorable Omar Burleson 
Honorable J. J. (Jake) Pickle 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

NR Byers/bjr 8/14/78 



NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
^ ^ j ^ d a t e of e n t r 

jgIG 10 19: Throckmorton County Courthouse and J a i l 
^ O T H E R N A M E S . r y : 

1978 
c o u n t y code-. 

447 

I 
g) LOCATION street & number 

Public Sq. and Chestnut St, 
c i t y / t own 
Throckmorton 

v i c i n i t y of 

I OWNER •PRlvnTf DSTATE OMUNICIPAL SCOUNTY DMULTiFLE DFEOtRAH 

state 
TX 

county 
Throckmorton 

[ 6 ) N P S R E G I O N 

SW 

» ) EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS DHAER • N H L I @ F U N D E D ? DYES DNO @ C O N G R E S S . D I S T R I C T 

fm»i» DATtMu lEcisn* mm\c mn 

SSOURCE of NOMINATION jQSTATE DFEDERAl 

Texas Tech Un iv . 

'>"• nifmu . IM 1—— . « — u 

[ ^ C O N D I T I O N • de te r i o ra ted D a l t e r e d Q o r i g i n a l s i t e 
• e x c e l l e n t D r u i n s D u n a l t e r e d D m o v e d 
• good Qunexposed • r e c o n s t r u c t e d Q u n k n o w n 
• f a i r Gunexeava ted • e x c a v a t e d 

@ £ e a t u r e s - . ^ •SUBSTANTIALIY INTACT-1 .̂̂ SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 ^GSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 

2GN0T INTACT-O NOT INTACT-0 0 Q NOT INTACT - O 

^•UNKNOWN-4 ;:;GUNKN0WN-5 5GUNKN0WN-6 

? G NOT APPLICABLE-7 SO NOT APPLICABLE-8 J G NOT APPLICABLE - 9 

( ^ A C C E S S G V E S - R e s t r i c l e d • Y E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d • No A c c e s s • U n k n o w n @ADAPTIVE USE DUS nNO @ SAVED' DYES I S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D l STR I C T ? • yes G n o 

)AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : GENGINEERING-H 
GARCHEOLOGY-prehistoric-2 GCOMMERCE-6 • ENIERTAINMENT-26 

GARCHEOLOGY-histonc-l G COMMUNICATIONS - ] • EXPLORATION -12 

• AGRICULTURE-3 • CONSERVATION-8 •HEALTH-27 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 • ECONOMICS-9 • INOUSTRY-13 
• EDUCATION-10 • ART-3 • INVENTION - 14 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH. 

G LAW- 16 

• LITERATURE- 1? 

G MILITARY- 18 
• MUSIC- 19 
G PHILOSOPHY-20 

G POLITICS/GOVT.- 21 G RECREATION -28 

GaELIGION-22 G SETTLEMENI-29 

G SCIENCE- 23 • URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAL/HUMANlTARIAN-24 G OTHER (SPECIFY) 

G SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ C L A I M S , explain 
' f i r s t ' G 

'oldest' G 

'only ' • 

^ a r c h i t e c t u r a l style(s): ^archi tec t - . ^ m a s t e r builder: ^ e n g i n e e r : 

^ l andscape archi tect / garden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^bu i lde r / con t r ac to r : 

^ f u n c t i o n s 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 

CURRENTLY: 

) d a t e s of initial construction: 
iMjot Jlterations: 
historic events: 

. E T H N I C G R O U P 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

)NAMES give role & date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS : 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^NATIONAL REGISTER W R I T E - U P 
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