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1. Name 

historic Edwards Coun ty C o u r t h o u s e and J a i l 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number P u b l i c Square not for publication 

city, tbwfrt I t o c k s p r i n ^ fViclfiRybl congressional district 2 1 

state Texas ^ ^ ^ 6 ^ * ^ 'county Edwards 157-
code 

3. Classif ication 
Category O'^nership Status 
. ^ ^ district ^ public X occupied 
- i L building(s) private unoccupied 

structure botii work in progress 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 

museum 
park 
private residence 

site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le 
object in process yes: restricted 

being considered 2S _ yes: unrestricted 
. l b 

entertainment 
government 
industrial 
miffiairy'' 

religious 
scientific 
transportation 
Other: 

4. Owner of Pro|»erty 
^gj^g County o f Edwards L L - CC-I 

street & number ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ S q u a r e v • >: <i : fJ. 

R o c k s p r i n g s 
city, town vicinity of state 

Texas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. p f f j e e o f t h e County C l e r k . Edwards Ctounty C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number P u b l i c Square 

city, town Rocksprings state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark has this property been determined elegible? yes ^ no 

date 1973 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

city, town A u s t i n state Texas 



7. Description 

Condition Clieck one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

is good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Displaying an ec lec t i c s ty le o f t en associated wi th Vic to r i an archi tecture of the 
la te 1800s, the Edwards County Courthouse i n Rocksprings i s a d i g n i f i e d and dur
able structure which, 90 years a f t e r i t s o r i g i n a l construct ion, s t i l l represents 
wel l i t s c i v i c f u n c t i o n . 

B u i l t i n 1891 of coursed native limestone, tbe s traightforeward a rch i tec tu ra l 
qua l i ty of the courthouse owes much to i t s emphasis on sin5)le s t ruc tu ra l design, 
rather than elaborate d e t a i l . Decorative quoins, rugged voussoired arches over each 
entry door, and an lanadomed s t r i n g course beneatJi the hip r o o f ' s cornice l i n e 
a l l func t ion as an i n t e g r a l pa r t o f the symmetrically proportioned facades. Wooden 
two-over-two windows, possibly the o r i g i n a l s , have been regular ly disposed about 
the courldiouse, and embellished wi th simple s i l l s and l i n t e l s . 

The foca l points of the structure are i t s north and south elevat ion pav i l i ons . 
Edging the gables of these are the courthouse's only elaborate ornamentation, raking 
cornices of smootzh stone cut i n t o i n t r i c a t e l y f o l i a t e d designs. Set i n t o the cirched 
entry doors of each p a v i l i o n are sin^ily fashioned, wooden f a n l i g h t transoms. 

The i n t e r i o r plan i s square wi th o f f i c e s on the ground l eve l and the courtroom l o 
cated on the second f l o o r . A single corr idor rurming north amd south provides 
access to the ground l eve l rooms, while a cen t r a l ly located s t a i r on the east side 
of t h i s h a l l furnishes access to the second f l o o r covirtroom. 

With several exceptions the Edwards County Courthouse has retained most of i t s 
1891 appearance. Some restoratJ.on work was done fo l l owing f i r e damage i n 1898, 
and a tornado i n 1927 necessitated a new roo f , the o l d one having been torn o f f . 
As i t i s known that the gable roofs were once mansardic, i t i s possible that the 
o r i g i n a l roof was also of t h i s s t y l e . 

Adjacent to the courthouse and b u i l t i n 1895, the two-story Edwards Coxinty Jeul 
i s s imi la r i n design to tdie courthouse. Constructed of the same coiirsed limestone, 
i t i s partu-ally topped by a h ip roof w i th an add i t iona l pyramidal roof covering 
i t s southeast comer, accented by a f i n i a l . A s t r i n g course and two rows of dent i l s 
of diminishing size also embellish t h i s southeast por t ion of the j a i l . The barred 
window and wooden framed door openings u t i l i z e the same l i n t e l and s i l l arrange
ment as the courthouse. 

• 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_?L_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry _X_ politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Courthouse 1891 
Specific dates j a i l 1895 Builder/Architect gen Davey and Bruno Schott 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

For almost 90 years since i t s constructd.on i n 1891, the Edwards County Courliiouse 
i n Rocksprings has been i n use as i t s commimity's center of govemment, and con
tinues t o serve the area i n t h i s capacity. The f i r s t public building to be erected 
i n Rocksprings, i t s rough cut masonry s t y l e , u t i l i z i n g the stat:e's native limestone, 
i s characteristic of Edwards County's rugged landscape. The hcmdsomely designed 
qu a l i t y of the coiirthouse's stonework i s best appreciated on the gables of i t s north 
and south facades, where i t displays an ornate q u a l i t y more commonly found on the 
more elaborate Romanesque Revival structures of the day. Currently i n fine condition, 
the Edwards Coimty Courthouse has been continually repaired and maintained through
out i t s many years of use. 

Rocksprings had only been a year old when a county election designated i t the per
manent county seat i n 1891. Edwards County had been organized i n 1883, but p r i o r 
to t h i s election, several otJier towns i n the v i c i n i t y had held t h i s distinctJ.on t:em-
po r a r i l y , Leakey being the l a s t . The f i n a l election to determine the permanent s i t e 
was a hotly cont:ested one between the towns competing f o r the honor, and i t was said 
that armed men, antJ.cipating trouble and prepared to f i g h t i f necessary, were needed 
to accon5>any the wagon carrying county records from Leakey to t h e i r new depository 
i n Rocksprings. 

U n t i l the new courthouse was constructed o f f i c i a l county business was transacted at 
a local town store, but i n June of 1891 plans and specifications were advertised for 
a new two'-story courthouse. This contract was l e t to Ben Davey and Brimo Schott of 
Ke r r v i l l e f o r $18,000. Four years l a t e r they would also be awarded the conturact to 
b u i l d the present j a i l f o r $4,780, replacing a teii^^orary structure which had been 
moved from Leakey esurlier. 

Since i t s o r i g i n a l constmction the courthouse has stirvived two po t e n t i a l disasters. 
An 1898 f i r e necessitated some restoration work, done by Davey and Schott according to 
th e i r o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g plans. The stmcture also miraculously withstood a devastating 
tornado i n 1927, which k i l l e d 70 citizens and destroyed much of Rocksprings, but the 
s o l i d l y b u i l t courthouse sustained only roof damage. 

One of the most notable lo c a l residents t o practice law i n the Edwards Coimty Court
house was the Honorable Claud H. Gilmer, who also made considerable contributions to 
the state as w e l l . He began his p o l i t i c a l career as a prac t i c i n g attomey and county 
judge i n 1924, and went on to d i s t i n g i i s h himself as speaker of the house of repre
sentatives of the state legi s l a t u r e from 1943 to 1948. Though he chose not to run 
again his continuing p o l i t i c a l influence made him known as "The Balance Wheel of the 
5oth Legislature, and he has since been named to serve on several local and state ed
ucation, election and conservation boards. 

In 1973 the former l e g i s l a t o r was chosen as the main speaker at the ceremony i n Rock
springs commemorating i t s courthouse as a Recorded Texas Hi s t o r i c Landmark. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Walter Prescott Webb (ed.). The Handbook of Texas (Austin: The Texas H i s t o r i c a l 

Association, 1952), Vol. I , p. 548. 
Edwards Coimty Commissioners' Court Minutes, Office of the Coimty Clerk, Edwards 

County Courthouse, Vols. 2,3. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property a p p r o x . o n e 
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Verbal boundary description and justification r j ^ ^ courthouse i s s i tuated on the southwest comer 

of a square bounded on the nortJi by State Highway 377, on the south by Main Street, on 
the east by Austin Street , and on the west by Sweeten Street . The j a i l , i s located on 
the northeast corner of the publ ic square, 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Wi l l a rd B. Robinson ; Amy Jo Hofner- Research Assistant 

organization Texas Tech Univers i ty ; Texas H i s t o r i c a l date June, 1978 
Commission 

street & number BOX 4499 ; 108 W. 16 

city or town Lubbock ; Austin 

telephone (806) 742-2464 - (512) 475-3094 

state Texas 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Prelervation Act of 1 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and c/rtlfy that it has bee 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation Krid RecJoAtion 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State Hi s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

ubIic Law 89-

date 
16, 1979 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is inckiMd in th&National Register 

date 

eeper of the National Register 

Attestr;^^ £ ^ o ^ ^ . fate ///7/7f 

G P O 938 8 3 5 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
TE:L?LS 

STATE 

Date Entered NOV 7 1979 

Name Location 

Whitaker House 

Stinson, John R., House 
(Gaines, Belle Fry, House) 

Turner, James, House 

Railroad Produce Depot 

Droemer Brickyard Site 

F i r s t National Bank Building 

Edwards Coimty Courthouse and J a i l 

Tlnaja De Las Palmas Battla Site 

Floydada Country Club Site 

Texarkana 
Bowie County 

hiarshall 
Harrison County 

Marshall 
Harrison County 

Georgetown 
Williamson County 

Giddlngs v i c i n i t y 
Lee County 

Meridian 
Bosque County 

Rocksprings 
Edwards County 

Sierra Blanca v i c i n i t y 
Hudspeth County 

Floydadftvlcini cy 
Floyd County 

Also Notified 
Honorable Llovd Bentsen 

Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 

John G. Tower 
Sam 3. Hall, Jr. 
J. J. (Jake) Pickle 
James M. Leath 
Thomas G. Loeffler 
Richard C. -.nilte 
Charles W. Stenholm 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Byers/bjr 11/8/79 

Eor further iaforaa-cion, oiaasa c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


