
FHR-8-300 (11-78) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See instruct ions in How to Complete Nat ional Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 

historic Saffo ld Dam 

and/or common Starcke Park Dam 

2. Location 
Across Guadalupe River i n Guadalupe County, approximately 150 yards  

street & number upstream from Highway 123 bridge ^ J^/. / A ^ not for publication 

city, town Seguin vicinity of congressional district 23 

state Texas code 048 county Guada lupe code 187 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district X public X occupied agriculture museum 
bullding(s) private unoccupied commercial X park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 

X site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name City of Seguin 

street & number 201 N. River Street 

city, town Seguin vicinity of state Texas 78155 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Guadalupe County Courthouse 

street & number 

city, town Seguin state Texas 78155 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title His to r i c Sites Inventory has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date February, 1979 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Austin state Texas 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition 
excellent 

^ good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

^ altered 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Saffold Dam i s an impounding structure across the stream bed of the 
Guadalupe River i n Max Starcke Park w i t h i n the c i t y of Seguin. Originally 
l i t t l e more than a l i n e of boulders across the r i v e r bed, the dam today consists 
of a series of the three reverse curves approximately 250 feet i n length and 
30-40 feet i n width. A small concrete w a l l , approximately 1.5 feet high forms 
the crest of the dam, the overall height of which varies as high as 16 feet. 
Founded on the blue clay shale of the r i v e r bed, the dam i s constructed largely 
of boulders with smaller stones and gravel, and l a t e r , concrete used as i n f i l l . 
Through the years gradual improvements were made to the dam s o l i d i f y i n g i t s 
structure and increasing i t s strength. Today a coat of concrete blankets the 
boulders, many of which protrude on the downstream side of the dam. These 
boulders tend to break up the flow as water cascades down the crest of the dam, 
f a l l i n g 2-5 feet i n t o the pool formed by the r i v e r downstream. Old grout holds 
i n the structure indicate that at one time grout was injected for reinforcement. 
The 1.5-foot-high crest wall was a late addition to the dam and sharply defines 
the undulating l i n e of the form. 

Today the s t r u c t u r a l l y sound dam creates an impoundment on the Guadalupe i n the 
Starcke Park. Located on the north bank of the r i v e r at the dam i s the City 
Water F i l t r a t i o n , Treatment, and Pumping Plant and on the south bank is a 
power plant, both of which u t i l i z e the dam i n t h e i r operations. 
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8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of S ign i f icance—Check and jus t i f y be low 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates c . 1853 Bui lder Arch i tec t unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Impounding the waters of the Guadalupe River with a graceful serpentine sweep, 
the Saffold Dam i s h i s t o r i c a l l y linked to the s e t t l i n g of Seguin. I t f a c i l i t a t e s 
a steady supply of power and water, as wel l as a beautiful recreational s i t e . 
Typical of many m i l l dams constructed on the rivers of central Texas i n the 19th 
and early 20th centuries, the Saffold Dam, readily v i s i b l e from the Highway 123 
Bridge, i s one of the few remaining examples. 

Dams such as t h i s were often constructed on sites where naturally occurring rock 
outcroppings created small reservoirs. The water was raised to a level which 
would operate a m i l l wheel by simply placing more rocks on top of the outcrop. 
Through the years m i l l capacity was increased by compiling more rocks. Often, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r the turn of the century, entire stone dams were covered with 
concrete to both s t a b i l i z e the structure and increase i t s height. An h i s t o r i c 
photograph, ca. 1885, indicates that the dam originated as an outcropping b u i l t 
up with a reinforcement of boulders. 

Spanning the r i v e r south of the c i t y , the Saffold Dam, just upstream from the 
Highway 123 bridge, i s connected to the o r i g i n a l Humphrey Branch grant on the 
north and the El i g i o Gortari League on the south. Wounded i n an Indian attack 
i n 1834, Gortari died soon a f t e r leaving a l l of his property to his wife. Mrs. 
Gortari married Manuel Flores and the Gortari-Flores house became a meeting 
place for area colonists. The main north/south road of the time forded the 
Guadalupe at the Gortari League. Santa Anna travelled t h i s route on his way to 
San Jacinto, confiscating most of the animals and destroying the property. In 
1850 the Flores family sold 200 acres to J.M. Rodriguez for $500.00. The legal 
description of t h i s property mentions..."the mouth of a small branch near the 
f a l l s of the r i v e r . " Rodriguez sold the same 200-acre t r a c t back to the Flores 
family for $1000.00 i n 1853; t h i s increase i n land value could have been caused 
by improvements to the f a l l s . The entire Gortari League was then sold to Bird 
Saffold who i n turn gave i t to his son William Saffold and his wife Sarah 
Herring. In 1866 Saffold advertised his m i l l , f e r r y , and lime k i l n for rent, 
a l l of these properties grouped on the south bank of the Guadalupe, Saffold 
and Herring sold six acres to Thad M i l l e r i n 1874 which embraced..."the m i l l 
s i t e , m i l l houses and the southern ferry landing." In addition they granted 
M i l l e r the p r i v i l e g e of obtaining rock from t h e i r land ... "for the purpose of 
repairing or strengthening the natural dam." In 1875 M i l l e r , Herring, and Saffold 
agreed to cover particulars concerning the construction of a bridge across the 
Guadalupe near the present Highway 123 bridge. This bridge was completed i n 1879. 
That same year M i l l e r sold "lands embracing my m i l l and gin" to Henry T r o e l l . 
T r o e l l enlarged the m i l l and gin i n 1899 and then b u i l t a hydro-electric plant 
to power a new cotton gin. This e l e c t r i c a l l y operated gin proved to be unsucess-

f u l so Troel l enlarged his plants and constructed a 75-barrel-per-day flour m i l l . 
I t i s believed that between 1879 and 
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1900 Troell made improvements and raised the level of the dam i n an e f f o r t 
to develop more power. The Commissioners' Court minutes of September 27, 
1895 record e l e c t r i c l i g h t i n g i n s t a l l e d i n the courthouse. In 1900 the c i t y 
of Seguin refused to renew or grant a franchise to Troell for his e l e c t r i c 
d i s t r i b u t i o n system. In 1907 Troe l l sold three acres of land including the 
f a l l s , water r i g h t s , and e l e c t r i c plant to the c i t y which has continually 
repaired and improved the dam. 

The north bank of the dam s i t e was settled i n 1831 as part of the Humphrey 
Branch grant, though Branch soon sold his land due to Indian c o n f l i c t s . 
The property changed hands several times p r i o r to the turn of the century 
during which time a pri v a t e l y owned water works was constructed. In the 
early 20th century the c i t y purchased the water works which i n i t i a l l y 
suffered many fina n c i a l and mechanical d i f f i c u l t i e s but has remained on the 
s i t e , today operating as a pumping and treatment plant. Though founded i n 
the 19th century, both the water and e l e c t r i c plants have been continually 
improved and renovated and are not to be considered part of the nomination. 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
Arwerd, Max. A History of Guadalupe County, Texas. Thesis, 1938. 
Baker, Lindsay T., Research Associate, History of Engineering Program, Texas Tech 
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Deed Records, Guadalupe County. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1/3 a c r e 

Quadrangle name S e g u i n , Texas 

UMT References 

' ^ IJLAJ | 5 | 9 | 9 | 7 , 8 , 5 | |3 i 2| 6| 9| 2| 9| 5| 
Zone Easting Northing 

c L U I I 1 I I I I • I 
E L _ U I I , I I . I I , I . I I I I 
G i l l 

Quadrangle scale 1:24000 

B 

± J LL I I 

J L L J L 

Zone Easting 

D L J I I • I • • 
F • 

H 

Northing 

L U I I . I , , I I 
-L J - J . I I I I I I I I 

Verbal boundary descr ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Beginning at the point where the west edge of the Highway 123 bridge crosses the 
Guadalupe River, proceed 300 feet upstream along the south edge of the r i v e r . Then 
proceed north across the r i v e r , 25 feet east of the center l i n e of the dam a distance of 
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 
—R 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Joe L. Bruns, Chairman/Linda C. F lory , His tor ian 

/Texas Hi s to r i ca l Commission 
organization Guadalupe County H i s t o r i c a l Commission date July 1, 1979 

street & number 404 N. Camp St./Box 12276 telephone (512) 475-3095 

city or town 
Seguin/ 
Austin state Texas 78722 / 78711 

12. State Historic Preservation Offlfcer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state x local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Histo)Sf ^reserv^ion A£/ot 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register an« certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature CJt 

title State Historic Preservation Officer 

Keeper of the National Register 

A t t e s t K % ^ ^ . 
Xll lur uf Reyibliatlon 

date August 3, 1979 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certiljf that this proper ty igJnclu^d in the National Register 

LA^CAJL / O S I ^ \ date 

G P O 938 8 35 
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Fitzsimon, Father L.J. "History of Seguin. 
Newsclippings furnished by Ella Jandt, Mrs. 

' Seguin City Directory, 1938. 
L.K. McDaniel, and Mrs. Meta Wille. 
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250 feet to the northern edge of the river. Thence upstream a distance of 50 feet 
perpendicular to the longitudinal center line of the dam. Then south for 250 feet 
parallel to and 50 feet from the south-north line. Thence downstream for 50 feet, 
parallel to the south bank of the rim to the point of beginning. 
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The concrete l i p was added t o the dam du r i n g the summer of 1934. 
I t r a i s e d the water l e v e l 12 t o 18 inches above the dam. 
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Nominated property includes the dam structure with a f i f t y 
foot extension upstream and downstream. North boundary i s 
i d e n t i f i e d as a point where the dam abuts the north bank 
of the r i v e r . South boundary i s i d e n t i f i e d as a point 
where dam abuts the concrete footing f o r the power plant. 
East and west boundaries are i d e n t i f i e d as lines f i f t y feet 
upstream and downstream from the dam and p a r a l l e l to the 
longitudinal center l i n e of dam. 
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E:NTRIES I N THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 
TEXAS 

Date Entered NOV / 5 1979 

Name 

C Saf fo ld Dam 

Everett Building 

Location 

Seguln 
Guadalupe County 

Longview 
Gregg County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 

Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable Abraham Kazen, Jr. 
Honorable Ray Roberts 

Byers/bjr 11/20/79 NR 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

For f u r t h e r information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


