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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE T H T P R E S E N T AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Situated about ten blocks west of the o ld downtown c o m m e r c i a l d i s t r i c t of 
Beaximont, the YMCA bui ld ing Is located at 934 Calder Street. The s t ructure 
was designed by F r e d Stone of Tisdale , Stone, and Plnson, and ref lec ts 
elements charac te r i s t i c of Spanish Colonial Rev iva l a rch i tec ture , The 
i r r e g u l a r l y massed, f o u r - s t o r y bui ld ing was constructed of po ly-chromat ic 
b r i c k (unusual f o r this style) and was completed in 1928. 

Facing south, the f r o n t facade displays the bui lding 's most d is t inct ive 
ornamentation. The two ma in doorways are eniphasIzed w i t h l igh t colored 
cast stone portals contras t ing to darker b r i c k . Casement windows pierce 
the f ron t and are capped. In most cases, w i th cypress wood l i n t e l s . Ornate 
meta l g r l l l w o r k or b r i c k deta i l ing highl ight the remain ing openings. The*' • 
west and nor th wings extend four s tories in height, while the east and south 
sections r i se three and two s tor ies , respect ive ly . Low pitch roofs wi th 
red t i l e top each wing and r e f l e c t the Spanish a r ch i t ec tu r a l Influence. The 
a s y m m e t r i c a l plan al lows f o r an open cour tya rd d i r ec t l y above the bui lding 's 
cen t ra l por t ion . Fountains w i t h decorative t i l e and plants accentuate this 
patio and provide a pleasant sett ing f o r the members of the organizat ion. 
A t a l l f i ve s to ry tower r i ses f r o m the s t ruc ture ' s northeast corner and is 
ornamented w i t h cast stone detai l ing and veneer. 

The remain ing facades are much less ornate than the f r o n t . The west e le­
vation exhibits casement windows, and the nor th facade displays large, double-
hung, wood sash windows which provide better vent i la t ion f o r the gymnasiums. 
The east side Is p ierced w i t h both types of openings. 

Demonstrat ing many features of Spanish Colonial Reviva l a rch i tec ture , the 
In te r io r of the YMCA bui ld ing exhibits th ick , whi te , stuccoed walls and 
round a rch openings. Decorat ive t i l e is employed throughout the In te r io r - -
on the s t a i r s ' r i s e r s and as a wainscot t ing m a t e r i a l . The bui ld ing contains 
two gymnasiums, handball cour ts , a sw imming pool, a cafe te r ia , meeting 
rooms, and d o r m i t o r y - t y p e sleeping accomodations. 

Besides the addi t ion of a gym and handball courts In the rear , the bui lding 
has remained unal tered since Its complet ion. A s m a l l one-s tory s t ructure 
was attached to the west side In 1930 and ref lec ts the a r ch i t ec tu ra l mot i f s of 
the ma in bui ld ing . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

B u i l t dur ing Beaumont's second boom per iod , the YMCA bui ld ing represents 
a good example of the Spanish Colonial Reviva l style which dominated much of 
Beaumont's a rchi tec ture dur ing the late 1920's and ea r ly 1930's. The s t ructure 
was bu i l t by one of the c i ty ' s most prominent c iv ic organizat ions, the "JfMCA , 
and has served as an Important soc ia l center In Beaurr>pnt f o r over f i f t y years . 

Since the ea r ly 1900's, the development of Beaumont In general and the YMCA 
In pa r t i cu la r has depended a lmost exc lus ive ly on the d r i l l i n g , re f inement , and 
shipment of o i l . Wi th Spindletop's d iscovery in 1901, the s m a l l town of 
Beaumont suddenly mushroomed in population, and a great deal of vice and 
co r rup t ion fo l lowed this boom. Many of the town's leading cit izens bel ieved 
the need existed f o r a stable socia l organizat ion to help bu i l d " s p i r i t , m i n d , 
and body, " and, the Beaumont branch of the Yound Men's Chr i s t i an Assoc ia ­
t ion was f o r m e d In 1901. Donations f r o m pr ivate ci t izens were so l ic i t ed to 
erect a bui ld ing f o r the organizat ion, and by 1903, the f i r s t YMCA bui ld ing was 
constructed. 

The f i r s t twenty years of the YMCA proved ve ry successful , and membership 
steadily increased. By the m i d 1920's, BeatLmont experienced a second o i l 
boom. The old YMCA bui ld ing proved too s m a l l f o r the increased demand, 
and soon e f fo r t s were begun to raise money f o r a new f a c i l i t y . 

In 1928 the present YMCA bui ld ing was constructed in a new subdivis ion about 
ten blocks west of the downtown c o m m e r c i a l d i s t r i c t . The f o u r - s t o r y b r i c k 
s t ructure displayed a s t rong influence f r o m Spanish Colonial Reviva l a r c h i ­
tecture , which had become a popular style In Beaumont at that t i m e . The 
new f a c i l i t y housed a gymnasium, s w i m m i n g pool, d o r m i t o r y rooms , and 
numerous conference rooms . An addi t ional wLng was constructed in 1930 
jus t west of the ma in bui ld ing and was bu i l t f r o m money donated by D r . J . W. 
Garth. This section housed the Garth Fr iendship Club, which was founded by 
D r . Garth as an "exc lus ive" club f o r newspaper boys and c a r r i e r s . When this 
group disbanded In 1945, the wing was converted into an excercise room. 

(see continuation sheet) 
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Since Its complet ion, the YMCA bui ld ing has housed one of the c i ty ' s most 
dynamic and communi ty -or ien ted Inst i tut ions. Many of Beaumont's leading 
cit izens have joined the association and par t ic ipated In Its wide range of 
p rograms . Numerous sub-branches have been established throughout the c i ty , 
but the "Downtown Y " at 934 Calder continues to be an Important social center In 
Beaumont. 
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CONTROL 

Building is significant as a good representative of the Spanish HISTORIAN 
Colonial Revival Style that typified Beaumont construction for a time 
and as a major social organization built by solid city fathers in response ^^'^^^ 
to the effects of boomtown l i v i n g . 
Justification for this Y could be thati ofraany Y's, but that doesn't deny  
the impacfe of such a place i n any community. 
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