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1. Name 
historic Old St. Anthony's Catholic Church 

and/or common Violet Museum 

2. Location 
1̂  

For HCRS use only 

received ^^L 5 B7S 

date entered 
::)tr 

street & number South Violet Road at Texas State Highway #44 not for publication 

city, town Vio le t vicinity of congressional district 14 

state Texas code 0 4 8 county Nueces code 355 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
: work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 

X yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

X 
museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Catholic Diocese of Corpus C h r i s t i , Texas (Bishop Thomas J. D r u r y ) 

street & number 620 Lipan Street 

city, town Corpus C h r i s t i vicinity of state Texas 78401 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Nueces County Courthouse 

street & number 

city, town Corpus C h r i s t i state Texas 78401 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Recorded Texas H i s to r i c Landmark has this property been determined elegible? x yes no 

date 1977 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

city, town Aus t in state Texas 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated ^ unaltered original site 

X good ruins altered X moved date 1 975 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The old St. Anthony's Church (now the Viole t Museum) is located in Vio le t , 
Texas at the southeast corner of the in te rsec t ion of Texas State Highway 44 and 
South Violet Road. B u i l t in 1910, the o r i g i n a l s t ruc ture was a s imple , one-
s tory rectangular (26' x 40') wood f r a m e board and batten s t ruc ture w i t h wood 
shingled gable roof and an attached gable roofed porch . Each of the sides of the 
s t ructure was six bays wide, while the f r o n t had a window on ei ther side of the 
door and one centered under the roof r idge . A l l windows were of the four over 
four , double hiuig sash va r i e ty . Atop the ma in roof r idge at the f r o n t was a 
La t in cross , and a f ive -po in ted star embel l ished the gable end over the porch. 

Addit ions were made to the bui ld ing in 1919, and hor i zon ta l beveled cypress 
siding was applied. The length of the bui ld ing was extended, w i t h pa i red 
windows added to the side wal ls at the rear . A single tower was constructed at 
the center of the back w a l l , p rovid ing r o o m inside f o r a sculpture niche behind 
the a l t a r . To provide space f o r a choi r l o f t , the f r o n t of the bu i ld ing was 
extended and square t w i n towers were added. The f r o n t and sides of the towers 
have paired windows at the f i r s t l eve l and single rovmd windows above. The 
towers have hipped roof s , but only one is topped by a b e l f r y , which has arched 
openings and a py ramida l roof crowned by a c ross . Double panel doors f o r m 
the ma in entrance, which is f lanked by s m a l l four over f ou r windows. Above 
the doors are three windows, fou r over four l ights on ei ther side of a s ix over 
six opening. A cross tops the ma in gable at the f r o n t . A t the t ime of this 
remodel ing, a l l the windows were embel l ished w i t h moldings f o r m i n g roxind 
arches above the window heads. Fu r the r decoration is provided by a den t i l ­
l ike t r i m under the eaves of the towers and f r o n t gable. 

An interes t ing feature o f t h e i n t e r i o r is the ce i l ing , w i t h its beamed pat tern 
resembling co f f e r s . Around the pe r ime te r is an elaborate 6' t a l l mo ld ing . 
The top por t ion (4') is beaver board and m i l l e d wood; underneath that is a 2' 
ro l l ed galvanized meta l mold ing . I n t e r i o r wal l s and ce i l ing of St. Anthony's 
are beaver board, painted in the o r i g i n a l colors of c r eam w i t h dark brown 
t r i m . The f l o o r i n g also is o r i g i n a l , and the exteior colors of c r eam wi th rust 
t r i m are the same as those used in the ea r ly remodel ing . 

In 1920, the sma l l board and batten r e c t o r y which had been bu i l t in 1912 
was moved, enlarged, and connected wi th the church i t se l f at the south rear side. 

Upon the construct ion of a new church in 1952, Old St. Anthony's was moved 
to Clarkwood, four mi les away, and served as the St. Anthony's par ish mi s s ion 
u n t i l 1972, when the Clarkwood congregation bu i l t a new church . For three years 
Old St. Anthony's was not used; but in 1975 the bu i ld ing was again moved, this 
t ime re turn ing i t to Vio le t . Through much conam\inity e f f o r t , the church was 
res tored to its 1920 appearance. The s t ruc ture is now a communi ty museum. 

Many of the ea r ly f u r n i t u r e pieces and a r t i f a c t s , such as the handmade vest­
ment case, bapt i smal font , a l t a r , and statue groupings have been re turned to 
the church and are displayed in the i r o r i g i n a l locations there . 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_X religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

X 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1910, 1919 Builder/Architect Rev. M a r k Moes le in (al terat ions) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The old St. Anthony's Church is s igni f icant as an a r c h i t e c t u r a l representat ion 
of the ea r ly South Texas f a r m i n g commiin i ty of Viole t ( o r i g ina l l y Land Siding, 
the name was changed in 1913) which was sett led by German Catholics in the 
ear ly 1900's. German immigran t s to Texas in the 19th century were predominant ly 
of the Lutheran f a i t h , and consequently the church is impor tant f o r i ts associat ion 
w i t h German-Catholic Texans. I t serves as one of the few reminders of the 
r u r a l church-centered l i f e which the set t lers led . Many of V i o l e t ' s ea r ly 
s t ructures have been demolished, p a r t l y due to highway expansion. However, 
the church bui ld ing remains as a cha rming vernacular a r ch i t ec tu r a l expression 
which exhibits Romanesque Rev iva l s ty l i s t i c t r a i t s . Features of the style 
used include the two towers and t r i p l e window above the entrance. Although 
the windows themselves are rectangular sash, painted wood mold ing f o r m s 
contrast ing round-headed arches around each. This t y p i c a l l y Romanesque 
feature is found also in the tower openings. Masonry churches in this style 
f requent ly employ b r i c k corbe l ing f o r decorat ion. Here, such a decorative 
element has been loosely t rans la ted to wood, in the t r i m imder the eaves. 

Viole t was founded by John W. Hoelscher in 1908 as a communi ty of Catholic 
German-Amer icans . In 1910, ten acres of land were donated by Louis Petrus 
to provide a locat ion f o r a church . Labor f o r the bu i ld ing was provided f r ee 
by the par ish ioners , w i t h John W. Hoelscher serving as f o r e m a n and supplying 
much of the funds to pay f o r the bui ld ing m a t e r i a l s . The s imple rectangular 
s t ruc ture served as both the f i r s t church and f i r s t school f o r the comm.'unity. 

Because of the communi ty ' s g rowth , the s t ruc ture became inadequate a 
few years l a te r . The ReverendMark Moes le in , commut ing pastor of St. Anthony's , 
who is said to have had an a r ch i t ec tu r a l background, drew plans to enlarge and 
remodel the church. Once again, the f a r m e r s did the w o r k . Perhaps Rev. 
Moesle in was r eca l l i ng a Romanesque church or pictures of one which he had 
seen. The towers , roo f s , and round a rch f o r m s suggest this poss ib i l i t y . 

A f t e r the par ishioners had bu i l t a new church i n 1952, the old church 
bui lding was moved four mi les to Clarkwood, where i t served as a mi s s ion 
church t m t i l 1972. A t that t ime the Clarkwood congregation bu i l t a new church. 
Old St. Anthony's stood abandoned, but in 1975 i t was re turned to its f i r s t 
home of Vio le t , and si ted 200 feet east of its o r i g i n a l locat ion. The ex te r io r of 
the bui ld ing has been res tored to its 1920 appearance, and is now the Viole t 
Muset im, housing loca l m e m o r a b i l i a and exhibits about the communi ty ' s German 
heri tage. The church has in tegra l t ies to the Vio le t commiu i i ty , not only as a 
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place of worsh ip , but also as an example of vernacular a rch i t ec tu re . Only 
one profess ional carpenter was employed, dur ing the 1919 a l te ra t ions . 
The ear ly members of the communi ty bu i l t this church, la ter remodeled 
i t , and descendants of those German-Amer icans were ins t rumenta l in 
res to r ing the church in the 1970's. The t w o moves which the church has 
imdergone do not adversely af fec t the bui ld ing ' s h i s to r i c and c u l t u r a l 
in tegr i ty . They are , instead, an impor tant part o f t h e s t ruc ture ' s 
evolution f r o m Viole t ' s f i r s t church and school, to its par i sh m i s s i o n in 
Clarkwood, and to its present funct ion as a loca l museum. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

St. Anthony's Church records , 1909, t rans la ted f r o m German, 1975, Viole t , Texas. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n o n e 
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Verbal boundary descr ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 
Old St. Anthony's Church is located 85 feet f r o m the nor th boundary of Texas State 
Highway 44, and 238 feet f r o m the west boundary of South Viole t Road. The 
nominated proper ty encompasses the church wi th its attarhftrl r f t r t n r y a.nd 

List al l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title ^a-^ol Kennedy, Research Assis tant 

organization T e x a s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n date J u n e 2 7 , 1 9 7 9 

street & number P . O . B o x 1 2 2 7 6 , C a p i t o l S t a t i o n telephone 5 1 2 - 4 7 5 - 3 0 9 4 

city or town Aust in state T e x a s 

12. State Historic Preservation Ot|ficer C^;^ification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Hlstorlb4>reservati^Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State H i s to r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r date 

For HCRS use only 
11 hereby^ certify that this property i^A; luded 

.Ap^ r^AU sLu 
in the National Register 

(/Tweper of the National Register 

Attest: ( ^ ^ c ^ ^ 

/ 

date 

Chief of Registrstion—-

\3 

G P O 938 8 3 5 
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an apron of f i f t e e n (15') feet aroiuid the bu i ld ing . 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 
SEP 7 1919 

Name Location 

Old St. Anthony's Catholic Church Violet 
Nueces County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 

Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable Joseph P. Wyatt 

NR Byers/bjr 9/13/79 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Connnlssion 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

ror f u r t h e r information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 
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