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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE . 

The Eddleman-McFarland home is a two story, irregularly shaped 
Victorian residence b u i l t of Pennsylvania pressed brick, sandstone 
and Georgian marble. The highly ornamented hipped roof has multi-
projecting gables and is covered with slate t i l e and decorative 
copper flashings, f i n i a l s and small vent dormers. There are five 
chimneys with elaborate brick and sandstone detailing, two of which; 
are braced with decorative ironwork. The house overlooks downtown 
Fort Worth facing to the east. 

The base of the house is l a i d of red coursed rusticated sand
stone blocks. Above i t , the 22 inch thick walls of the house are 
b u i l t of tan pressed brick l a i d i n stretcher bond with ashlar f i n i s h 
sandstone quoins at the corners and around some of the windows. A 
one story porch wraps around the south and east (front) sides of the 
house and projects to form a circular porch on the woutheast corner. 
The porch is covered with a decorative pressed copper roof and is 
supported by sandstone corinthian columns. The porch floor is 
Georgian marble. A belt course of moulded brick and sandstone runs 
between the f i r s t and second stories of the house. There is a 
wooden porch that runs along the south and west (rear) side of the 
house. The second story section of this porch was enclosed some
time after the house was b u i l t to form a long narrow sunporch. 
The windows i n the house are single l i g h t , double hung windows 
flanked by brown wooden shutters. 

The end of the main front gable is r i c h l y decorated with 
patterned slate t i l e and pressed copper. The t i l e is la i d i n 
alternating rows of diamond and common lap t i l e patterns around 
an inset window which is framed with a decorated copper surround 
and wooden columns. Above the inset window, i n the peak of the 
gable, is a garland design i n pressed copper r e l i e f . The entab
lature has a copper r e l i e f garland swag pattern and the entire 
gable is supported by two carved sandstone brackets. 

The cross gable on the north side of the house is supported 
by paired copper brackets. The face is t i l e d with slate i n a 
common lap pattern, but the pattern is broken up by two windows 
with decorative copper surrounds on either side of a chimney which 
rises through the center of the gable. There are several other 
small hipped dormers, one dormer with a high peaked, tent shaped 
roof and two small brick dormers which are heavily ornamented with 
carved sandstone trim. Copper f i n i a l s rise from the central sect
ion of the roof and several of the dormers to add a dramatic 
finishing touch to the intricate roofline. 

The int e r i o r of the house has patterned parquet floors, coffered 
ceilings and walls paneled and trimed with stained and carved oak 
and mahogany. The main entry h a l l bisects the f i r s t floor of the 
house. There are two s i t t i n g rooms and a hallway on the south 

« continued 
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side of the house and an entry room, stairway, pantry and dining 
room on the north side. The kitchen runs along the back of the 
house. I t i s the only room on the f i r s t f l o o r that has undergone 
major alt e r a t i o n s and i t was remodeled during the 1930's. On the 
second f l o o r there are two bedrooms on either side of the main 
h a l l , a bath at the east end of the h a l l and a set of French doors 
leading to servant quarters and a back stairway at the other end. 

The entry h a l l , dining room and stairway have elaborately 
carved wainscotting while the walls i n the downstairs s i t t i n g 
rooms are papered. A l l the f i r s t f l o o r rooms have carved wooden 
door frames, mouldings and window surrounds. The f i r s t f l o o r 
c e i lings i n a l l rooms except the kitchen and pantry are f i n e l y 
carved coffered wooden c e i l i n g s . The f l o o r s i n each room have a 
d i f f e r e n t i n l a i d parquet design with many types of hardwood 
arranged i n a variety of star, leaf and geometric patterns. 
There have been no s t r u c t u r a l changes and only minor decorative 
al t e r a t i o n s to the f i r s t f l o o r i n t e r i o r . With the exception of 
some minor water damage, a l l of the woodwork, f l o o r i n g and t r i m 
i s i n exceptional condition. 

The fireplaces have carved wooden mantels and are faced with 
either marble or glazed ceramic t i l e s . Most of the fireplaces 
have been sealed o f f completely, but those i n the entry h a l l and 
f r o n t s i t t i n g room have been adapted to burn gas logs. Almost 
a l l of the l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s i n the house are o r i g i n a l . Some are 
combination gas and e l e c t r i c f i x t u r e s that f a c i l i t a t e d and easy 
change over when e l e c t r i c u t i l i t i e s became available. 

The foundation and roof of the house were recently inspected 
and found to be i n excellent condition. The major exterior 
problem has been the cracking and weathering of the s o f t sand
stone t r i m , A central heating and a i r conditioning system have 
been added to the house. There are no outbuildings on the 
grounds. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Eddleman-McFarland home i s one of the best examples of 
late Victorian architecture i n Texas, and exhibits Jacobethan 
motifs. I t i s one of three remaining examples of the " c a t t l e 
baron" homes that once lined Sum.mit Ave., Penn St. and Pennsyl
vania fve. i n an area known as Quality H i l l . Fort Worth's 
cattlemen, bankers and professional people l i v e d i n t h i s exclusive 
r e s i d e n t i a l area during the boom period of the Fort Worth c a t t l e 
industry i n the f i r s t decades of the twentieth century. The 
Eddleman-McFarland home i s the best preserved and least altered 
of the three remaining homes and has been occupied by only two 
d i f f e r e n t families since i t was b u i l t . I t was o r i g i n a l l y designed 
by Howard Messer f o r Frank M, Ball and his mother Sarah C, B a l l , ^ 
She was the widow of the wealthy Galveston banker George Ball who 
founded B a l l , Hutchings & Co, i n 1852 (now Hutchings & Sealy 
National Bank i n Galveston) After Mrs. Ball's death i n 190J!|-
the home was purchased from her estate by William Harrison Eddleman 
(1850-1932) a Weatherford, Texas banker who moved to Fort Worth 
when he founded and assumed the presidency of Western National Bank, 
Eddleman and his wife Sarah (I856-1921) l i v e d i n the home with 
t h e i r daughter Carrie Eddleman McFarland (I877-1978) and her cattleman 
husband Frank Hays McFarland (l869-19''+8), Mrs, McFarland l i v e d i n 
and maintained the home u n t i l her death i n 1978, The home has been 
purchased by the Junior League of Fort Worth which plans to operate 
the f i r s t f l o o r as a museum and place League offices on the second 
f l o o r . 

The house was designed by Howard Messer, an English architect 
associated with the f i r m of Messer, Sanguinet and Messer. The 
other partners were Howard's brother Arthur and Marshall R, Sanguinet 
who was l a t e r associated with the l o c a l l y prominent f i r m of Sanguinet 
and Staats. Howard Messer l i v e d i n Galveston during the l880's 
operating a branch o f f i c e of Messer, Sanguinet and Messer. The 
Galveston o f f i c e was probably opened s p e c i f i c a l l y to handle luc r a t i v e 
commercial commissions i n the port c i t y . During t h i s period Messer 
may have had some business contacts with the Ball family, Messer 
returned to Fort Worth about I8923but was working by himself a f t e r 
1899. He remained i n ̂ o r t Worth u n t i l 1905 when he returned to 
England and set t l e d near London.^ 

continued 
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The Balls began to build t h e i r fortune i n the jewelry business 
but l a t e r entered the banking f i e l d . They were very prominent i n 
Galveston c i v i c a f f a i r s and were noted philanthropists. In 1884 
they gave $80,000 to bui l d B a l l High School i n Galveston. Mrs, Ball 
gave and additional $47,000 i n 1891 to remodel the i n t e r i o r and 
refurnish the b u i l d i n g . After her husband's death Mrs, Ball and her 
son decided to spend a portion of the year l i v i n g i n Fort Worth 
and the remainder i n Galveston,' They were close friends of the 
Joseph Pollock family who were building the residence that now 
stands at 1120 Penn St. ( t h i s property has already been entered on 
the National Register) and decided to build t h e i r home next door. 

The home cost about $38,000 to build i n 1899 and i t had i t s 
own e l e c t r i c well pump system i n the basement,8 Soon af t e r i t was 
b u i l t Frank B a l l , i n whose name ownership was l i s t e d , transferred 
t i t l e to his mother.-^ He died shortly thereafter. Mrs, Ball 
l i v e d i n the home u n t i l her death i n 1904 and the home was then 
sold to the Eddleman family, 

W, H. Eddleman was a banker who was president of the Merchants* 
and Farmers' National Bank i n Weatherford. I n 1904 he founded the 
Western National Bank i n Fort Worth and moved his family to the 
residence at 1110 Penn St. The Western National Bank had f i n a n c i a l 
troubles and i n 1913 f t was absorbed by the Texas State Bank ( l a t e r 
Texas National Bank). Eddleman then became the president of the 
Denver Investment Company. Carrie Eddleman McFarland and her 
husband had li v e d with Mr, and Mrs, Eddleman on Penn St. since 1904 
and she cared f o r her parents i n the home u n t i l t h e i r deaths. 
Mrs, Eddleman died i n 1921 and Eddleman i n 1932. Mr. McFarland 
died i n 1948 but Mrs, McFarland continued to l i v e i n the home u n t i l 
her death i n 1978 at the age of 101. 

^Fort Worth Register. 23 July 1899. 
^Charles W, Hayes, Galveston, History of the Island and the 

City.^2 vols, (Austin! Jenkins Garrett Press, 1974), p, 355, 
' -^Fort Worth City Directory. 1892-93. 
^Fort Worth City Directory. 1899-1900. 
^Fort Worth Star Telep:ram. 30 A p r i l 1972, p, IF. 
"Hayes, Galveston, p. 355, 
^Fort Worth Star Telegram. 8 June 1958. 
"Fort Worth Register. 23 July 1899. 

. ^ o r t Worth Register, 13 September 1899. 
^^Mack Williams. I n ~ l d Fort Worth, (Ft. W( forth! News-Tribune, 1977)• 

p. 83' 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The nominated property occupies the south half of the north 
two-thirds of Block 37 in the Jennings West Addition of the 
city of Fort Worth. This area is shown on plat map 25-4 
published by the City Planning.Department of the city of 
Fort Worth, Texas and the boundary lines are outlined in red. 
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The Junior League of Fort Worth, Inc. 

August 30, 1979 

Mr, Charles A. Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Oilted States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Pension Building 
440 G. Street, N. W. 
VJashington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Herrington, 

The Junior League of Fort Worth is most anxious for the Eddleman-McFarland 
HOTe_Xi663) to be listed In the National Register of Historic Places. Our 
organization is very interested in the area of Historic Preservation and 
we are looking forward to the restoration and preservation of this outstand
ing Victorian mansion. 

Our plans Include fumishing the downstairs in period pieces and opening i t 
as a museum during certain times of the year with our volunteers as docents. 
We plan to use the upstairs as our League office, an office for our city's 
spring River Festival Committee and an office for a Fort Worth Historic 
Coordinator, hopefully funded by the Junior League this year. 

We hope our plans meet with your approval and we w i l l look forward to 
hearing from you concerning the outcome of our nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Lynda L. Roodhouse 
Restoration Chairman 

LLR:aw 

cc: Mrs. I . Jon Brumley, President 

3505 WEST LANCASTER FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76107 (817) 738-9181 
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morning Stor-Telegram 

Boy's parents 
seek damages 
for disability 
The parents of an 8-year-o!d quadri-

(legic boy have filed a $12.2 million mal-
iracuce suit against two obsletrician-
;ynec(̂ ogists and Arlington Memorial 
lospilal. 
Ronald Edward Pevsner and Cerol A. 

Pevsner filed suit on behalf of their son. 
Sean Edward Pevsner, in 48th District 
Court Thursday again.st the hospital. Dr. 
R.L. Van Zandt of Arlington and Dr. Ben 
R. Keller, now of Glenwood Springs, Co
lo. 

The couple claimslhe defendants were 
nt'Rligent and careless in the treatment 
uf Mre. I'evsner and in the delivery of 
their son on Jan. 20.1971. They claim he 
)ias permanent brain and neurological 
injuries caused by prolonged loss of oxy
gen to the brain before birth. 

Their attorney, James Vecchio. ex-
piamed the suit is being filed eight years 
after the child's birth because the couple 
txflieved "it was one of those things" un
til doctors told them their son s condition 
was caused by birth trauma and a lack of 
oxygen to the brain. 

The parents say the boy has spasticity 
of his hands and limbs, has limited ver-

- Ml and mmmu!Virui.!ve skills, is con-

4 .' 
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GIFT TO CITY . - . Junior League plais to restore house 

PJunior League 
buys notecf home 
/orresfofoffon 

g com-
riesof 
listrict 
t judg-
ludilor 
s. 
nually. 
j to an 
luld get 
)f 1978. 
)e paid 
unds. 
County 
Lhe law 
oesnot. 
if Com
ing pro-
raise, 
or com-

The Junior Unigue of Fort Worth Inc. 
has purchased the William H. Eddleman-
FYank Hays McGarland house al lUO 
Penn. 

The house, which was completed in 
190O will be restored as a "gift of historic 
presers-alion for the people of Fort 
Worth " in commemoration of the oOth 
anniversar\ of the league here. Plansare 
to open some rooms to the public when 
restoration is complete. 

The league will maintain meeting 
rrtoms, offices and Mayf est headquarters 
on tlie .second floor. 

Ttie house is cited as an outstanding 
example of Texas architecture and 
cHiftsmanship reflecting the growth of 
the cattle industry and its importance to 
¥or\ Worth in -Texas Homes of the 19th 
Centurv. ' published by the University of 
Texas Press for the .\mon Carter .Muse
um 

Tlie house is occupied and equipped 
with security systems pending restora
tion, league spokesmen said. 

Lts,olher 
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