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1. Name 

For HCRS use I 

received SEP i 6 1 

historic Austin County J a i l 

and or common 

2. Location 
street & number 36 S. B e l l S t r e e t not fo r publication 

city, town B e l l v i l l e vicinity of congressional district 10 

state Texas code 048 county A u s t i n code 015 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district X public 
building(s) private 

occupied agriculture 
commercial 

museum 

structure 
site 
object 

both work in progress educational private residence 
Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 

in process yes: restricted X government scientific 
being considered _x_ yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name A u s t i n Coun ty 

street & numt)er . . . . 

city, town B e l l v i l l e vicinity of state Texas 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. A u s t i n Coun ty C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number C o u r t h o u s e Square 

city, town B e l l v i l l e state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark has this property been determined eiegible? _ yes X no 

date 1976 
Y 

federal state county local 

depository for survey records ^ ^ ^ ^ H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

city, town A u s t i n gjgj^ Texas 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 

X_ good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Located jus t one block south of the courthouse square on Lot 6 of Block F i n the o r i g i n a l 
survey plat for B e l l v i l l e , the Austin County J a i l remains i n use today, a bold statement 
of Romanesque Revival architecture, constructed i n 1896. Rising three stories, the struc
ture embodies a cruciform plan with a fourth f l o o r tower projecting from the ax i a l i n t e r 
section. A rusticated ashlar base of limestone supports walls of dark red, hard-burned 
brick accented with subtle brick delineations and also contrasting limestone. 

F i r s t f l o o r windows are topped with prominent Richardsonian arches while the second and 
t h i r d f l o o r windows are aligned v e r t i c a l l y , separated with a heavy block of pitch-faced 
limestone and topped with a segmental arch of rough stone. Cell windows are covered 
with simple g r i l l s . A heavy s t r i n g course of limestone separates the f i r s t f l o o r from 
the upper fl o o r s . Each facade of the tower i s pierced with three windows which r i s e 
from a limestone s t r i n g course and feature f l a t arches above. Cylindrical bartizans 
with conical roofs project w e l l above the facades at the comers of each wing and the 
tower. Between the bartizans, the parapet walls are fashioned into battlements with a 
single chimney r i s i n g from the end w a l l of each wing. A hipped roof covers each wing 
while the tower i s topped with a pyramidal roof crowned by an ornament. 

Porches marked by arched passageways flank the east or front projecting facade. The 
southern porch opens into the jailkeepers l i v i n g quarters while the northem porch opens 
into the j a i l o f f i c e . The second and t h i r d floors house the detention cel l s and the 
fourth f l o o r was o r i g i n a l l y designed as a gallows for hanging. 

Since i t s completion, the structure has served continuously as the Austin County J a i l . 
While the l i v i n g quarters have been modernized i n recent years, the j a i l f a c i l i t i e s and 
exterior appearance remain i n t a c t . 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture_ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1896 Builder/Architect p. B. and W. S. H u l l , Dallas 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Fortress-like i n appearance, the Austin County J a i l i n B e l l v i l l e , fashioned i n the Roman
esque Revival s t y l e , clearly suggests the use i t has served f o r more than 80 years. Cast
ellated facades such as those of th i s building were popular f o r important public b u i l d 
ings of the l a t e 19th century as a symbol of strength and endurance. B u i l t on land o r i g 
i n a l l y granted to s e t t l e r s i n Stephen F. Austin's "Old 300" group, the structure i s the 
second f a c i l i t y to serve t h i s county which was one of the e a r l i e s t areas of Anglo s e t t l e 
ment i n Texas. 

Austin County, named i n honor of Stephen F. Austin, was established i n 1836. Originally 
the county seat was located at San Felipe, but on December 23, 1846 a majority of the 
residents voted to move the seat to B e l l v i l l e . I n March, 1848 t h i s settlement, named after 
pioneer Texan Thomas B e l l , was o f f i c i a l l y surveyed and platted and became the govemment 
seat. 

Lot 6 of Block F was selected as the s i t e f o r a county j a i l which was constructed by a Cap-
tia n Reed. This land had been granted to John Nichols on October 20, 1832 by the Mexican 
Govemment. Nichols over the next several years sold portions of his o r i g i n a l grant to 
James and Thomas Bel l . In March of 1846, Austin County purchased a t o t a l of 145 1/2 acres 
of land from the Bells f o r a sum of $2.00. 

By February of 1896 the Austin County Commissioners declared the o r i g i n a l j a i l "...unsafe 
and u n f i t and inadequate..." f o r the criminal confinement needs of the county and voted on 
the 14th of that month to advertise for bids and erect a new j a i l . Written proposals were 
requested i n the "Galveston Daily News" f o r a new f a c i l i t y to cost between $17,000 and 
$23,000. The Commissioners' Court opened two bids on March 19, 1896; one from the Pauly 
J a i l Building Company of St. Louis for $19,970, the other from the Diebold Safe and Lock 
Company of Canton, Ohio fo r $19,840.10. The buildi n g was constructed by F. B. and W. S. 
Hull Builders of Dallas, acting as the general contractors f o r the Pauly J a i l Building 
Company. While no architect i s credited w i t h the design of the j i a l , i t i s interesting to 
note that t h i s building i s v i r t u a l l y i d e n t i c a l i n plan, materials, and details to the Milam 
County J a i l b u i l t i n 1893 i n Cameron by the Pauly Company. 

Though simple i n plan, the dark walls of s o l i d masonry, accented with contrasting rust
icated limestone and subtle brick ccrbelling address the lat e 19th century popularity of 
Romanesque Revival architecture while a medieval influence i s reflected i n the bartizans 
and battlement. A hanging gallows was housed on the fourth f l o o r i n the projecting tower 
although i t was used only once. One Gus Davis was hanged for the murder of Herman Schlunz 
on March 14, 1901 at 2:14 PM. The j a i l has continued to house prisoners of the county 
through the years and today serves as the l i v i n g quarters for the Chief Deputy Sheriff. 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
Dinkins, J u l i a Lange, The Early History of Austin County, Master's Thesis, Southwest 

Texas State Teachers College, 1940, pp. 8, 49-50. 

Austin County Deed Records, Book 88, pp. 283-5^ 
(see continuation sheet) 

10. Geographica l Pata UTM NOT VERjFlED 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n one 

Quadrangle name B e l l v i l l e , Texas 

UMT References Acm m i mm 
Quadrangle scale 1 :24 ,000 
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Verbal boundary descr ip t ion and j us t i f i ca t i on 

Block F, Lot 6, o r i g i n a l town survey 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Mrs. B. T. Noviskie; Linda C. Flory 

B e l l v i l l e H i s t o r i c a l Society;  
organization Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission t̂ ate September 4. 1980 

36 S. B e l l S t r e e t ; 
street & number p . p . -Rnx 1?.?.7fi 

713 -865 -3325  
telephone 5 1 2 - 4 7 5 - 3 0 9 4 

city or town B e l l v i l l e ; Austin state Texas 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Mstoric Preservatioff Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Regisfter and certify thjn ItAias been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conyjoat jprf aw^ 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State Historic Preservation Officer date 9 / 1 5 / 8 0 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

) Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 938 6 3 5 



FHH-8-300 (11-7«) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

For HCRS use only 

received S f p j „ 

date entered | 2 • Continuation sheet Item number 9 Page 

Austin County Deed Records, Book C, pp 317-18. 

Austin County Deed Records, Book 4, pp. 436-37. 

Austin County Commissioners' Court Minutes, Book K, pp. 135-36. 

Haskew, Carrie Patterson, H i s t o r i c a l Records of Austin and Walker Counties . 
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I plan to attend the seminar in: Galveston, May 17-18 
Austin, June 21-22 
Beaumont. July 19-20 

Mr./Mrs./Ms. 

-Lubbock, August 2-3 
_San Antonio, October 18-19 
_Fort Worth, November 15-16 

Age 

Mailing address-

.Phone-

Name of your organization or museum 

Main activities of your organization. 

Experience in grant writing 

Please write a paragraph on the capabilities and 
workshop vidll benefit the applicant and the organizatio i 

Refunds will be available up to 48 hours before each yfxm^mjKS^ 

expe tence of each applicant, and^why this 
5 

I 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered NOV I 2 1980 

Name 

Burnett, Burk, Building 

Austin County J a i l 

Milroy, John, House 

Location 

Fort Worth 
Tarrant County 

B e l l v i l l e 
Austin County 

Houston 
Harris County 

Also Notified 

Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable Lloyd Bentsen 
Honorable Janes C. Wright, J r . 
Honorable J . J . (Jake) Pickle 
Honorable Mickey Leland 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historic Commission 
Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Byers/ldg 11/19/80 
ror f u r t h e r information, please c a l l tJie National Register at (202)343-6401. 


