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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

recelvedJUL 3 0 I 9 7 f 

date entered 

historic Durazno P l a n t a t i o n 

and/or common 

2. Location 
One m i l e south o f State Highway 36 a t end of 

street & number unmarked p r i v a t e d r i v e not for publication 

city, town Jones Creek vicinity of congressional district 2 2 

state Texas code 0 4 8 county Brazo r i a code 039 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
X bulldlng(s) 

structure 
_?Lsite 

object 

Ownersh ip Status 
public ^ occupied 

X private unoccupied 
both work in progress 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le 
in process yes: restricted 
being considered yes: unrestricted 

^ no 

Present Use 
^ agriculture 

commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name M r . P e r c i v a l T . B e a c r o f t , J r -

street & number R o s e m o n t P l a n t a t i o n 

city, town W o o d v i l l e - v i c in i t yo f s t a t e M i s s i s s i p p i 3 9 6 6 9 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Brazoria County Courthouse 

street & number 

city, town Angle ton state T e x a s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title H i s t o r i c S i t e s Inventory has this property been determined elegible? yes _x no 

date 1 9 7 6 federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records Texas H i s t o r i c a l Conunission 

city, town A u s t i n s t a t e T e x a s 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one ^ e c k one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

^ good ruins ^ altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Brazoria County was one o f the f i r s t i n Texas t o be s y s t e m a t i c a l l y 
s e t t l e d by Anglos. During the 1830's, i t s f e r t i l e l e v e l land and semi-
t r o p i c a l c l i m a t e allowed an a g r i c u l t u r a l l i f e s t y l e comparable t o the one 
prevalent i n the o l d e r Southern s t a t e s , from where i t s f i r s t r esidents 
h a i l e d . Although agribusiness and o i l r e f i n i n g have changed the landscape, 
the v e g e t a t i o n a l and topographic s e t t i n g of Durazno P l a n t a t i o n i s s t r o n g l y 
reminiscent of i t s ante-bellum heyday. 

Durazno P l a n t a t i o n was f i r s t s e t t l e d d u r i n g the l a t e 1840's. At t h a t 
time, i t consisted of several simple b u i l d i n g s s e r v i n g r e s i d e n t i a l and 
farm f u n c t i o n s . Much o f the o r i g i n a l complex has been demolished over the 
years; other elements remain e i t h e r i n t a c t or as incorporated i n t o the l a t e r 
house. Two s t r u c t u r e s known t o have been connected by the l a t e r construc
t i o n are a p l a n t a t i o n o f f i c e and the detached k i t c h e n . B u i l t i n a s t y l e 
t y p i c a l o f e a r l y c o l o n i e s , the o f f i c e was a one s t o r y s t r u c t u r e w i t h , three-
f i r e p l a c e s , wood shingle r o o f , and a six-bay i n s e t porch. I n v e s t i g a t i o n 
during the r e p a i r of the present k i t c h e n revealed t h a t the o r i g i n a l was of 
logs. Another l o g b u i l d i n g , used f o r l i v i n g space, was located east of 
the o f f i c e near the c i s t e r n . An o l d photo i n d i c a t e s i t was covered by 
weatherboards and boards-and-battens, and was pier c e d by 6/6 windows. 
This house has been removed. S t i l l remaining from the ante-bellum period 
u n a l t e r e d i s a b r i c k gatepost, once h a l f o f a p a i r , and a b r i c k c i s t e r n . 
A l o g c a r r i a g e house, l a t e r used as a smoke house, s t i l l stands on the 
prop e r t y as a storage shed, but was covered w i t h weather boards e a r l y i n 
t h i s century. The l o g c o n s t r u c t i o n i s c l e a r l y v i s i b l e on the i n t e r i o r . 
Once a prominent f e a t u r e , b ut now evident only from b r i c k chimney r u i n s , 
was a s t r i n g of approximatley 12 slave cabins. The l a s t s u r v i v i n g cabin 
was described as a one room s t r u c t u r e b u i l t around 4 l i v e oaks or b o i s d'arc 
timbers sunk i n the ground and w i t h framing placed around them. A door 
and window faced south, another door pi e r c e d the n o r t h w a l l . A f i r e p l a c e 
occupied the west w a l l . The room measured approximatley lO'xlO' and the 
f l o o r was about 12" o f f the ground. I t burned i n 1959, s h o r t l y a f t e r i t s 
r e s t o r a t i o n . 

The main house dates from 1909. Extant s t r u c t u r e s formed the base 
f o r what became a t y p i c a l e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century farmhouse. I t i s a one 
s t o r y frame house, covered w i t h clapboards and pa i n t e d w h i t e . The h i p 
roof i s covered w i t h asbestos d i i n g l e s . The main entrance, f a c i n g south 
toward the gate, was moved t o the n o r t h facade. The former entrance porch 
was enclosed w i t h screening. What had been a porch a t the rear o f the 
house was completely enclosed t o form a h a l l . I t s b r i c k f l o o r a t t e s t s t o 
i t s e a r l i e r f u n c t i o n . A fo u r bay porch extends from t h e r e . 

Many other f e a t u r e s express the almost organic e v o l u t i o n the Durazno 
house has undergone. Most o f the windows are 2/2 double hung sash, except 
f o r the 6/6 and one small casement i n the k i t c h e n , which are the only v i s i b l e 
reminders o f the o l d l o g k i t c h e n hidden i n the w a l l s . On the east facade, 
metal casements d e l i n e a t e another recent porch enclosure. Door sizes vary. 
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i n c l u d i n g an e x c e p t i o n a l l y wide back door t h a t dates from the p l a n t a t i o n 
o f f i c e b u i l d i n g , and a t y p i c a l V i c t o r i a n pocket door. The i n t e r i o r 
plan also i s h i g h l y i r r e g u l a r , b ut forms a comfortable and l i v e a b l e 
space. 

Many associated s t r u c t u r e s besides the aforementioned l o g shed, 
c i s t e r n , and gatepost occupy the nominated p r o p e r t y . Just n o r t h of the 
house i s a rusted syrup k e t t l e , p o s s i b l y l e f t from the sugar processing 
p e r i o d . To the northeast are 3 small nondescript barn o u t b u i l d i n g s con
s t r u c t e d i n the t w e n t i e t h century. Another frame shed l i e s approximately 
150" southwest o f the house. To i t s n o r t h i s a frame playhouse, 
b u i l t i n the same moderate l a t e V i c t o r i a n s t y l e as p a r t s of the main 
b u i l d i n g . A Carpenter Gothic church completes the group. Also white 
frame, i t features p o i n t e d arch windows and a separately roofed entryway. 
B u i l t i n about 1900 i n nearby Perry's Landing, the Second Presbyterian 
Church was moved onto the Durazno p r o p e r t y d u r i n g the 1940's. Although 
an unusual a d d i t i o n t o the farmstead, the church b u i l d i n g appears 
n a t u r a l i n i t s s e t t i n g , since the m a t e r i a l s and scale are comparable 
t o the house. I t i s used f o r storage. 

The f i n a l elements c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the Durazno property's s i g n i f i 
cance i s a slave cemetery, l o c a t e d approximately 225 meters northwest 
of the house. Buried there are members o f the Hobbs, Edwards, and 
Hardaman f a m i l i e s , a l l o f whom served the Bryans. Descendants of the 
slaves have poin t e d out the unmarked s i t e . Reconnaissance by a pro
f e s s i o n a l a r c h e o l g g i s t i n d i c a t e d they are c o r r e c t . Judging from ground 
cover, rodent a c t i v i t y , and other clues, an estimate o f 1000 square 
meters can be made f o r the s i t e ' s e x t e n t . I t i s f u r t h e r threatened 
by a d d i t i o n a l p i p e l i n e s , which already cross the cemetery. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 

. 1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_ 1800-1899 
_X-1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
Industry 
invention 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1 8 2 8 , 1 8 4 0 ' s , 1 9 0 9 Bui lder /Arch i tect W i l l i a m J o e l B r y a n 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
Durazno P l a n t a t i o n was one of the e a r l i e s t and most important p l a n t a t i o n s 

of the sta t e ' s c o l o n i a l p e r i o d . I t was the place Stephen F. A u s t i n , the 
"Father of Texas',' dreamed o f t a k i n g h i s f i a n c e , d i a r i s t Mary Austin Holley, 
t o s e t t l e , and was developed by Austin's nephew, W i l l i a m Joel Bryan. He 
and many other members of the Bryan f a m i l y , r a i s e d a t or associated w i t h 
Durazno, went on t o c o n t r i b u t e t h e i r t a l e n t s i n various f i l e d s . Although 
the homs! no longer appears as the o r i g i n a l , the farmstead's good s t a t e of 
pre s e r v a t i o n o f f e r s unique o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r f u r t h e r a r c h e o l o g i c a l and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

The p l a n t a t i o n was p a r t of a 7 1/3 league grant of land t o Stephen F. 
Au s t i n from Mexico dated May 31, 1828. He intended t o deed 200 acres of the 
Durazno t r a c t , next t o the more developed Peach Point settlement, t o h i s 
cousin Mary. She i d e n t i f i e d i t i n her d i a r y of 1835-38 as the "paradise 
on earth" where she and Stephen would b u i l d t h e i r home a f t e r t h e i r marriage. 
His untimely death i n 1836 crushed t h a t dream. The property's f i r s t 
appearance by name ("Durazno" means "peach" i n Spanish) i n l e g a l documents 
dates from 1847 i n a deed from Emily M. Perry (Austin's s i s t e r ) t o her son 
Wi l l i a m Joel Bryan. 

Bryan was born i n 1815 i n Mi s s o u r i and moved t o Texas i n 1831, s e t t l i n g 
i n Brazoria County i n 1832 as a farmer. I n 1835 he served i n the Brazoria 
County volunteers i n the Texas Army and was w i t h h i s famous uncle during 
the siege o f Bexar. He t r a v e l e d w i t h Sam Houston i n the army's r e t r e a t 
across Texas but was i l l a t the time of the b a t t l e of San J a c i n t o . I n 
1840 Bryan married L a v i n i a Perry and s e t t l e d a t Durazno P l a n t a t i o n . He 
developed i t as a t h r i v i n g c o t t o n and c a t t l e center. Sugar processing was 
a major i n d u s t r y i n the area a t the time, and Durazno also p r o f i t e d from 
t h a t crop. Durazno was dubbed the "Hub" by newspaperman Oscar Nation t o 
denote i t s p o s i t i o n i n the county. The Bryans were the parents of seven 
c h i l d r e n , four o f whom served i n the Confederate Army. At h i s own expense, 
Bryan fed the Confederate troops s t a t i o n e d a t the mouth of the Brazos. I n 
1865 he granted the Houston and Texas Ce n t r a l R a i l r o a d a right-of-way through 
h i s land i n Brazos County, and the towns i t e which was p r o j e c t e d was named i n 
h i s honor. He l a t e r gave the town o f Bryan f i n a n c i a l assistance and helped 
e s t a b l i s h i t s bank. One of h i s dreams was the development of a deep-water 
p o r t a t the mouth o f the Brazos. He was an a c t i v e member of the Texas 
Veterans A s s o c i a t i o n u n t i l h i s death i n 1903. Descendants remember him as 
a c r u s t y humorous gambler, l i k e many e a r l y p l a n t a t i o n owners. During h i s 
residence a t Durazno, he was the acknowledged leader o f the large A u s t i n / 
Bryan/Perry c l a n . 

W i l l i a m Joel Bryan's b r o t h e r s shared h i s prominence. Guy Morrison 
Bryan was an ambitious p o l i t i c i a n , s e r v i n g i n the Texas Legislature, U.S. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property a p p r o x . 1 2 9 

Quadrangle name J o n e s C r e e k 

UMT References 

^ 111 5l I2I 6LL I51O15I I312I015I8 |7|0| 
Zone Easting Northing 

B 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

I 15 I I2 |6 , l |7 |3 |5 | |3|2i0 |5|0|9|0 
Zone Easting Northing 

C [ u 5 } I 2 | 6 a l l i 3 6 

E L U L L i 
G ' 

3|2|0|4|9 |4 |0 D | 1 | 5 | | 2 | 6 , 0 | 8 | 8 , 9 | |3,2|0,5|7,2 ,0 | 

U l J—L 

-L J L I i I • I • • I 
Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

The nominated p r o p e r t y i s enclosed by a polygon as drawn on the a t tached 
USGS quandrangle map. The polygon ABCD conta ins a l l known h i s t o r i c and 
a r c h e o l o g i c a l resources and encourages maintenance o f a proper c o n t e x t . 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 
name/title Lissa Anderson, Coord ina tor o f Nominations 

organization rp^y^g H i s t o r i c a l Commission date J u l y 17, 1979 

street & number P.O. Box 12276 telephone 5 1 2 - 4 7 5 - 3 0 9 4 

city or town A u s t i n state Texas 78711 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national X state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1066 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and ent i ty t l^ t j t^has bfienjSrefuited 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation ^d-f l fqFlarioT 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r date J u l y 18, 1979 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is Included in the National Register 

/ 
date 

ot the National Register  

Attest: "^^1^ CUi<n>M^ date i/s7/^i> 

PhlBf nf Rrglritrfttlnn 

G P O 938 6 3 5 
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Congress, and as Texas' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a t the Trans-Mississippi Head
quarters i n Ma r s h a l l . Moses A u s t i n Bryan followed a m i l i t a r y and 
c l e r i c a l career, accompanying Stephen F. Au s t i n as secretary t o S a l t i l l o , 
Mexico and i n t e r p r e t i n g f o r the p o s t - b a t t l e conference between Sam 
Houston and Santa Anna, besides performing less e x o t i c b a t t l e d u t i e s . 
E v i d e n t l y , the older b r o t h e r ' s remaining on the f a m i l y farm and main
t a i n i n g the a g r i c u l t u r a l base allowed him t o keep h i s t i t l e of clan leadej 
i n c o n t r a s t t o h i s b r o t h e r s more spectacular accomplishments. The three 
were close companions, and presumably spent many good times together 
a t Durazno. 

The p l a n t a t i o n remained i n the Bryan f a m i l y u n t i l 1928. During 
t h a t p e r i o d , i t underwent various a l t e r a t i o n s and a d d i t i o n s , the most 
extensive being the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f the main b u i l d i n g s i n t o a t w e n t i e t h 
century farmhouse. R.E.L. S t r i n g f e l l o w owned the pro p e r t y u n t i l the 
1940's; h i s w i f e continued ownership u n t i l the e a r l y 1970's, when i t 
passed t o Mrs. S t r i n g f e l l o w ' s nephew P e r c i v a l Beacroft J r . Mr. Beacroft's 
mother P o l l y e l i v e s a t Durazno and maintains the property w e l l . 

Although the s i t e no longer appears as an ante-bellum p l a n t a t i o n , 
the amount o f h i s t o r i c f a b r i c remaining i n t a c t i s considerable. The 
o r i g i n a l o f f i c e b u i l d i n g and k i t c h e n wing are s t i l l contained w i t h i n the 
present house, and o f f e r a d d i t i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l research o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 
The absence o f i n t r u s i v e new c o n s t r u c t i o n makes the e n t i r e house environs 
a v a i l a b l e f o r a r c h e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n t o determine the l o c a t i o n and 
nature o f o u t b u i l d i n g s , slave cabins, and the slave cemetery. The 
arc h e o l o g i c a l record w i l l add depth and d e t a i l t o a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
p l a n t a t i o n l i f e on the Texas Gulf Coast. 
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Unpublished monograph by H a l l i e Bryan Perry, on f i l e a t THC. 
Unpublished monograph by P e r c i v a l Beacroft, J r . , on f i l e a t THC. 
Interviews between Mr. Beacroft and J.P. Bryan, Mrs. R.E.L. S t r i n g f e l l o w , 
Mr. Stephen S. Perry, Van Randon, Obie Hobbs, Rogers Rossaw. 
Various dates. 

Interviews between Lissa Anderson and Pol l y e Beacroft (March 16, 1979) 
and P e r c i v a l Beacroft, J r . (July 17, 1979). 
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Boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

Inclusion of a large amount of property i n the nominated land i s 
advisable p r i m a r i l y because the extent of h i s t o r i c archeological 
remains i s not known. As indicated on the s i t e plan, the edges 
of the slave cemetery and slave cabins ruins area are not exactly 
determined. Remains of slave cabins are believed to extend to the 
eastern l i m i t s of the Beacroft property, and possibly beyond. I t 
i s quite l i k e l y that additional a r t i f a c t s w i l l be found i n other 
areas not yet investigated, due to the plantation's long and 
prominent h i s t o r y . Although an ostensibly a r b i t r a r y boundary, i t 
encloses a maximum of p o t e n t i a l sites that may contribute more 
archeological data. Allowance f o r a proper environmental context 
i s also c r u c i a l f o r Durazno Plantation's maintenance of significance. 
Because of increased commercial a c t i v i t y i n the general v i c i n i t y , 
the large acreage i s recommended to help r e t a i n the present 
ambiance. A l l the property nominated was part of the o r i g i n a l 
plantation. 



Property 

State ̂  I Z' n yy ' Workina Number _ fU; ( l(Uay»u:j'°'-''^"a 7^ lies 

TECHNICA 
Photos 
Maps / ^ / ^ / 

CONTROL 

HISTORIAN 

/^e^^/Lt^. f y f £ / 7 r ' . c C f e ^ ^ - ^ ytt^i^yf/sj. -^-'<=^ ^^^^M.^ ^ ^ V - ^ l ^ 

yj'y/yr 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN . 

fff/n ^ / ^ ,c^^ VS^dC-^ 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

^fo .{^A^ flAf.^r^y ̂ .r^ > y(Ut^cP ^)y^^.y<^0 -
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TRUETT LATIMER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

P. O. ROX 13376 
AUSTIN TEXAS 78711 

October 18, 1979 

Dear Beth: 

Enclosed i s the a d d i t i o n a l m a t e r i a l you requested f o r the 
Durazno P l a n t a t i o n nomination: s i t e p l a n , f l o o r p l a n , and 
boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n . 

Please l e t me know i f you need more i n f o r m a t i o n . Thank 
you f o r your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Lissa Anderson 
D i r e c t o r of Survey and Nominations 
National Register Programs i n Texas 

Enclosure 

Ms. Beth Grosvenor 
National Register Review S t a f f 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Pension B u i l d i n g 
440 G S t r e e t NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered SEP 2 

Ncune 

Staacke Brothers Building 

de la Pena, Sllverlo, Drugstore 
and Post Office 

Durazno Plantation 

Location 

San Antonio 
Bexar County 

Rio Grande City 
Starr County 

Jones Creek 
Brazoria County 

Also Notified 

Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable Lloyd Bentsen 
Honorable Henry B. Gonzalez 
Honorable E. (Klka) de la Garza 
Honorable Ronald E. Paul 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical 
Commission 

P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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