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United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

. .C:, N L; A : 6 L
historic 0ld Hidalgo Courthouse €omplex— <

and/or common

2. Location

street & number Flora and First Streets ____not for publication
city, town Hidalgo ____ vicinity of congressional district 15
state Texas code 048 county Hidalgo County code 215
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___district ____ public X occupied ___ agriculture —__ museum
X building(s) _X__ private X unoccupied A commercial ____park
___ structure ____ both ____ work in progress ____educational X private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious
____ object ____in process —___yes: restricted ____government ____ scientific
—__ being considered —___yes: unrestricted — industrial ____transportation
X no ____ military ____other:

4. Owner of Property

name see continuation sheet

street & number

city, town —_vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hidalgo County Courthouse

street & number

city, town Edinburg state Texas

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tite Historic Sites Inventory has this property been determined elegible? ____yes _X no

1973
date — federal istate —_county ___ local

depository for survey records Texas Historical Commission

Austin Texas
city, town state
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Owners:

0l1d Rodrigues Store - Mrs. Dolores Alonzo
Box 266
Hidalgo, Texas 78557

014 Hidalgo Post Office - Mr. Alberto Samano, Jr.
Box - Drawer B B
Hidalgo, Texas 78557

01ld Hidalgo Courthouse and Jail - Mr. Alberto Samano, Jr.
(same as above)



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
—_excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered ____original site
—_good —_ruins — altered — moved date
Z = —__ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The 01d Hidalgo Courthouse Complex encompasses three converging corners at Flora and
1st Street in the small border town of Hidalgo. The original Public Square is
bounded on the west by Bridge Street, originally one of the main north-south routes
between the U.S. and Mexico via a ferry (now accessible by a bridge at the same
location) The courthouse and jail were built in this location in 1886 after flooding
from the Rio Grande destroyed the originals.

The courthouse originally was a two-story symmetrical-plan structure of handmade
brick from Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico. The mason was Juan Rios, of Tamaulipas. The
square plan consisted of a central north-south hall with a pair of panelled doors

at each end, tall narrow windows symmetrically spaced for ventilation, and was

capped with a wooden cupola. The cupola, roof, and second

story were destroyed by fire in 1910, and were replaced by a hipped roof over the
ground floor. Windows have since been modified and the original. first floor. exterior
walls are 1ntact The bu11d1ng is now used as a rental residence, although plumbing
has never been added to the structure.

Ad jacent to the courthouse, joined by the remmnants of the connecting brick courtyard
and walls, the jail is a simple two-story block of the same handmade brick, by the
same mason from Mexico. There are trabeated openings, and a slight projection in
the brick coursing forms a cornice, with two chimneys enhancing the silhouette. The
jail is used for storage now.

The original brick pavers and ruins of the brick walls connecting the two buildings,
with the original hand-dug brick well in the center, are still in evidence. A small
wood-frame outhouse stands near the northeast (rear) corner of the courthouse.

East of the courthouse and jail, across lst Street, is the one-story brick merchan-
dise store which also housed the Post Office from the date it was built in 1889
until 1913. The rectangular building is capped by a projecting entablature on the

- west and south facades (facing lst and Flora Streets) complete with brick dentils
and corbeled cornice. The detailing and proportions of the building are similar to
the elegance and sophistication found in the Portscheller designed buildings of the
early historic district of Roma, Texas (N.R. 1972). The roof, supported by vigas
and latias, is of tipichil, a local term for a type of caliche concrete. The
building is now being used as residence.

South of the Post Office, across Flora Street, is the Rodriguez Store (ca. 1890), a
two-story brick building with pilasters terminating at the cornice in a small
corbelled parapet. The pilasters rest on a cyma-reversa base. The lower floor
doors are trabeated and the second floor windows are segmentally arched. This
building is now unoccupied. A 1922 vintage gasoline pump remains on the northwest
corner.

Both the Post Office and Rodriguez Store are set very close to the street in the
Mexican fashion.




8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___ prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

__1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science

____1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —literature — sculpture

__1600-1699 _X _architecture ____education ____ military ____social/

____1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —____ music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 _X commerce _X _ exploration/settiement philosophy ____theater

— 1900- ____ communications — industry I politics/government ____ transportation
____invention fs oy 3id __ other (specify)

Specific dates 1886, 1889,.,1890 = . Builder/Architect juan Rios

Statement of Significance (in oné paragraph)

The Old Hidalgo Courthouse Complex is the only remaining cluster of historic buildings
in the town and represents the late 19th century communities that developed along

the northern bank of the fertile Rio Grande River Valley founded on previous 18th
century settlements from the Spanish Nuevo Santander colony, where early settlements
denoted ranch out-posts possibly as early as 1779. The historic structures in this
complex share mainly a vernacular expression derived from their common Spanish
heritage, as well as a temporal relationship. During the period the county seat

was located in Old Hidalgo, Anglo-Americafr settlément increased, the first railroad
was brought to the area (1904), the first citrus fruit and vegetables were produced |
on a commercial basis, and the first newspaper was printed.

Hidalgo County was organized in 1852, following the war with Mexico, and named in
honor of Father Miguel Hidalgo, leader of the Mexican independence movement in 1810.
The county seat, named Edinburg, was established with the public buildings on the
bank of the Rio Grande River. The relocation of the community further from the
river around the new courthouse in 1886 preceded the almost complete destruction of
the early site by an overflow of the river in 1887. 1In 1908, Edinburg as county
seat was again relocated north some 14 miles and the old town site was renamed
Hidalgo. WS St - i T

While interest in saving the courthouse complex buildings is high, the community
lacks the funds for major preservation or restoration efforts.

" " v 4



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property APpreR. 4 um NUTm

Quadrangle name Hidalgo, Texas Quadrangle scale 1:24000
UMT References
Courthouse and jail 2 Egd::iguez Store and Post Office: °
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Verbal boundary description and justification N e

See continuation sheet. The boundaries include the nominated structures and their
immediate surroundings. only.. - wiat! 18820

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state : code county ; code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Binnie Hoffman, Special Projects Coordinator

organization Texas Historical Commission date July 30, 1979
street & number P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station telephone - (512) 475-3094 .
city or town Austin state Texas 78711

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national X state ____local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historiff Preservation Act of 1 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register certify that it has

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservitipn and

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

b %

title State Historic Preservation Officer dateaAugustl3, 1979

‘;
GPO 938 835
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Historical Preservation Plan, Lower Rio Grande Development Council.
Historic Houses Medallion Program, Hidalgo County.
Unpublished Historical Monograph by Abel R. Longorio, Hidalgo, Texas.

Historical Map of Hidalgo County, Texas, published by the Hidalgo County Historical
Commission.

Unpublished Historical Monograph by Anne Magee, Hidalgo, Texas.
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Rodriguez Store: lot 4, block 23, town of Hidalgo

Post Office: 1lots 1 and 2, block 24, town of Hidalgo

Courthouse and jail: The structures and their connecting pavement, plus an
apron of 10 ft. surrounding the complex. This grouping overlaps several
lots within block 22 and it is difficult to tell exactly how far it
extends into the various lots.
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0ld Hi&ji:ingi;Z§i;;e Complex
Flora and First Streets
Hidalgo, Hidalgo County, Texas
Photo by Texas Historical Commission,

1973 (still accurate)

Southwest oblique of courthouse.
Photo #1
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01d Hidalgo Courthouse Complex //
Flora and First Streets
Hidalgo, Hidalgo County, Texas
Photo by Texas Historical Commission,

1973 (still accurate)
Southeast oblique of courthouse,

showing south elevation of jail.
Photo #2
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01d Hidalgo Cour{ﬁi;se Complex

Flora and First Streets
Hidalgo, Hidalgo County, Texas

Photo by Texas Historical Commission
1973 (still accurate)

Southeast oblique of jail

Photo #3
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01ld Hidalgo Courthouse Complex
Flora and First Streets
Hidalgo, Hidalgo County, Texas

Photo by Texas Historical Commission,
1973 (still accurate)

Northwest oblique of Rodriguez Store
Photo #4
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0ld Hidalgo Courthouse Complex

Flora and First Streets

Hidalgo, Hidalgo County, Texas

Photo by Texas Historical Commission,
1973 (still accurate)

Southwest oblique of Rodgriguez
Store showing Post Office in
background.

Photo #5
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0ld Hidalgo Courthouse Complex

Flora and First Streets

Hidalgo, Hidalgo County, Texas

Photo by Texas Historical Commission,
1973 (still accurate)

Southwest oblique of Post Office

Photo #6
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P. 0. BOX 12276
AUSTIN TEXAS 78711

TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

September 24, 1979

Dear Ms. Byars:

Enclosed is a continuation sheet 1listing the owners of the 0ld Hidalgo
Courthouse Complex, a nomination sent by this office on August 21.
It was omitted from the original package.

Thank you for your assistance.

Singerely,

Lissa Anderson
Director
National Register Survey and Nominations

LA/mc

Enclosure

Ms. Delores Byars

National Register of Historic Places
U. S. Department of the Interior
Pension Building

440 G Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20243

The State ﬂ;ﬁﬂ7 /0r Historic Preservation &/}Ml m
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' | TRUETT LATIMER

| EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
I

P. 0. BOX 12276
AUSTIN TEXAS 78711

' July 24, 1979

i kl) RE: 01d Rodrigues Store

Dear Mrs. Dolores Alonzo:

~ The above named site or structure was considered by the Board of Review
2| for the State of Texas for nomination to the National Register of
" Historic Places and was approved for nomination at its meeting January

21, 1976.

The National Register, established by Congress in the Historic Preser-
vation Act of 1966, was created to record the heritage of the nation
as reflected in its architecture, archeological sites, and other historic
places. The inclusion of an historic property on the National Register
/z> is primarily an inventory listing that in no way infringes upon the
S private property rights of the owners. National Register Properties may
or may not be open to the public, at the discretion of the owner. In
add1tion, the property's inclusion on the National Register qualifies it
to receive a matching grant-in-aid for preservatlon or restoration
through the Department of the Interior. The inclusion also gives it a
measure of pcggggg1on from destruct1on by any federally funded or licensed
project, such as highway or reservoir construction.

With the passage of the Tax Reform Act of 1976, certain Federal tax

(fﬂ; consequences may result from listing in the Nat1ona] Register. Please
refer to Section 2124 of that act concerning: depreciation, demolition,
deduction for charitable contributions, etc.

Your assistance throughout completion of the nomination process will
be greatly appreciated. If you have any questions or comments

7/ 7 //////' ////wz / /ur //1 storee / reserivalion




Page Two
July 24, 1979

concerning this selection process, please write to the Texas Historical
Commission, National Register Department.
: ,

/
/

Since ely,

Lissa Anderson
Coordinator
National Register Nominations

LA/mc

Mrs. Dolores Alonzo
Box 266
Hidalgo, TX 78557



NAME OF PROPERTY A4/ M KM%-« 4 Xalp, _ STATE Jx _

Date Information Requested/Date Put in "Hold" Drawer: ;Z*‘Zéb__,

Date to Be Pulled from "Hold" Drawer: _mjg/2%/eb

(30 Days from Date Requested)

Information Requested From: 5{51,‘. Snclerorn—

Information Requested/Reason Nomination Is Being leld:
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE _ TEXAS

FEB | 1980
Date Entered
Name Location
Whitehall Sutherland Springs vicinity
Wilson County
01d Hidalgo Courthouse and Buildings Hidalgo

Hidalgo County

Also Notified

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen

Honorable John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer

Honorable Abraham Kazen, Jr. Mr. Truett Latimer

Honorable E. (Kika) de la Garza Executive Director
Texas State Historical Commission

P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

! NR Byers/bjr 2/5/80
For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



