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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

received MAR 3 1 1981 

date entered j ^ ^ y 4 j 

tiistoric Gates Memorial L i b r a r y 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 3 1 7 S t i l w e l l B l v d . not for publication 

city, town P o r t A r t h u L vicinity of congressional district 9 t h 

state T e x a o code 0 4 8 county J e f f e r s o n code 245 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district X public 
X building(s) private 

structure botti 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
object in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

X yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 

X educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

y 
museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

2 i _ o t h e r i i b r a r y 

4. Owner of Property 

name Lamar University of Port Arthur 

street & number 1500 Proc te r S t r ee t 

city, town Por t A r t h u r vicinity of state T e x a s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. J e f f e r s o n C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number 

city, town Beaumont state T e x a s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title has this property been determined elegible? yes X no 

date federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

good ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
The structure i s a l i b r a r y i n the Classical Revival 

having h a l f colixmns emerging from the walls on both sides as well as 
f u l l columns across the inset loggia of i t s facade. The overall style 
i s severe having few details and no pediment. The l i b r a r y i s situated 
on c i t y park land overlooking a major lake which serves as a state 
boundary l i n e between Texas and Louisiana. 

The ove r a l l shape of the l i b r a r y i s s l i g h t l y more rectangular 
than square w i t h the longest measurement being from the f r o n t of 
the building to the back. The forward h a l f of the structure i s two 
storied while the rear portion has only one story and i s s l i g h t l y 
wider. The construction i s of reinforced concrete with the exterior 
walls of Bedford, Indiana limestone backed with br i c k and hollow t i l e s . 
Six columns of limestone dominate the facade, while half-colxjmns 
emerging from the walls give the same effe c t to both sides of the 
forward ( o r i g i n a l ) portion of the building. The f l a t roof i s 5 ply 
Texaco roofing f e l t l a i d over a foundation of concrete with a 
Ludowici f i n i s h of 6 inch by 8 inch quarry t i l e s . 

The entrance to the l i b r a r y i s approached by limestone steps 
that run the ent i r e 90 foot width of the structure. The entablature 
i s supported by six smooth limestone coltamns 23 feet i n height and 
being 2 feet and 3 inches i n thickness at the base. The columns' 
entasis i s s l i g h t with capitals of the Corinthian order. The de t a i l i n g 
of the entablature i s simple. The p l a i n f r i e z e bears the name of the 
l i b r a r y and the dedicatory legend with a decorative tondo medallion 
sculpted i n bas-relief at either end of the f r i e z e on the front and 
two sides of the two-story portion of the building. A row of dentils 
i s j u s t below the cornice which consists of molding with simple, 
clean li n e s . 

The portico, or stoa, i s 13 feet 4 inches by 58 feet 5% inches. 
I t s c e i l i n g height i s 29 feet. The single f r o n t door i s centered i n 
the stoa and flanked on each side by two t a l l windows w i t h small 
sectioned panes. The exterior framing on the door echoes the clean 
de t a i l i n g of the building's exterior entablature. The three windows 
of the same style and size as those i n the stoa are centered between 
the four half-columns on both sides of the structure. 

The i n t e r i o r i s plastered i m i t a t i o n limestone to match the exterior. 
The rooms have r i c h l y ornamented friezes and cornices with the 
c e i l i n g finished to correspond to the overall style. Much of the 
wall space i s taken by the t a l l windows which have detailed framing 
consistent with the exterior and i n t e r i o r Greek s t y l i n g . They measure 
7 feet and 8 inches by 15 feet 4 inches and have small panes i n the 
Dutch st y l e . 

The o r i g i n a l structure was b u i l t i n 1917. I n 1904 a renovation 
program included exterior sandblasting, new shades and f l o o r s . I n 
1952 the building was expanded by constructing a one-story addition 
attached to the sides (near the rear) and behind the o r i g i n a l structure. 
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No changes were made i n the exis t i n g building and the addition 
was compatible w i t h the Classical Revival s t y l i n g . The expansion 
program provided additional space for reading rooms, work areas, 
and lecture and committee rooms. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prefiistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 ^^a rch i t ec tu re _X_ education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

X 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention X other (specify) 

L i b r a r y 
Specific dates 1917 > 1918 Builder/Architect George A . ^ F u l l e r : ^Bu l lde r^^^^^ 

Statement of Significance (in one oaraaranh) 
The Gates Memorial Library i s notable as a f a i t h f u l exposition of 

the Classical Revival s t y l e and stands alone as such i n the Port Arthur 
area. I t s large scale i s r e f l e c t i v e of i t s history- The l i b r a r y was a 
g i f t to the c i t y of Port Arthur by Mrs. Dellora R. Gates i n 1918 i n 
honor of her husband John W. Gates, ph i l a n t h r o p i s t and i n d u s t r i a l magnate 
of national prominence. As a farsighted c i t y father and benefactor, 
John Gates also b u i l t a Methodist church and founded and b u i l t the Port 
Arthur Business College. 

The Gates Memorial Library i s one of three building complexes 
b u i l t by the John W. Gates estate on c i t y park land granted to Gates 
by the c i t y of Port Arthur i n the early years of the twentieth century. 
Having accumulated a personal fortune i n wire and steel manufacturing 
and o i l investments (he was part owner of the famous Spindletop o i l 
well near Port Arthur which ushered i n Texas' f i r s t great o i l boom i n 
1902), Gates became the c i t y ' s foremost philanthropist, founding and 
building the Port Arthur Business College and a Methodist church 
across the street from and on the same park land as the l i b r a r y . 

The l i b r a r y was actually b u i l t by Gates' wife, Mrs. Dellora R. 
Gates, a f t e r her husband's death i n 1911. I n 1916 Mrs. Gates carried 
out her husband's dream for the l i b r a r y by pledging $30,000 for the 
building and $25,000 fo r books. After the Smithsonian I n s t i t u t e 
researched Port Arthur's geographical area and produced a lengthy 
study regarding the climate and other physical factors which would 
aid architects i n building a l a s t i n g structure, the arc h i t e c t u r a l f i r m 
of Warren and "Wetmore of New York was chosed to design the l i b r a r y . 
(The f i r m had also designed Grand Central Station and the Biltmore and 
Ritz hotels.) Taking int o consideration the findings of the Smithsonian 
study, the architects designed a building that called for massive 
quantities of Indiana limestone which enhanced the structure's impressive 
proportions and careful d e t a i l i n g and made i t an excellent example of the 
Classical Revival s t y l e . George A. Fuller Contracting Company of 
Houston became the builder. 

Construction was begun i n 1916 and completed i n May, 1917 at 
an approximate cost of $75,000. The l i b r a r y and land were given to 
the c i t y i n 1918. The l i b r a r y remained c i t y property u n t i l August 
1980 when i t s t i t l e was transferred to Lamar University (formerly 
Port Arthur Business College). The uni v e r s i t y w i l l continue to use 
i t as a l i b r a r y w i t h the Port Arthur Public Library maintaining a 
branch. The gallery i n the l i b r a r y w i l l continue to serve as the 
Heritage Room of the Port Arthur H i s t o r i c a l Society and w i l l be the 
permanent home of the Society's museum which w i l l maintain items of 
h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t from every decade of Port Arthur history. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
American Guide Series 
S t i l w e l l , Arther E. " I had a Hunch" 
Wendt and Kogon: "Bet a M i l l i o n " 

Story of John Gates 
City clerk's officp-: Citv clerk's officp-: fi^^^^j^^^'^g "̂'̂  

10. GeograpmcarHata 

Library Journal - June, 1918 
Interview: Lucy S t e i f e l , Librarian 
Files, Scrapbooks, Mrs. James Carr 
correspondence, P.A. Public Library  

Jef|^r.spn Co. . Courthouse,^ Piped Records 

u'lM II m 
Quadrangle sraia 1:2-̂ 1 OOP 

Acreage of nominated property 1 . 7 2 a c r e s 

Quadrangle name Por t A r t h u r N o r t h , Tex. 
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Verbal boundary description and justification Gates Memorial L i b r a r y i s l oca ted on 
1.72 acres on S t i l w e l l B l v d , bounded by Lakeshore Dr ive on the east , 
S t i l w e l l b l v d . on the n o r t h , Proc te r S t r ee t on the west and L i o n s ' Park 
on the south . 
List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Mrs. James Carr 

organizatiorPort A r t h u r H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty date January 6, 1981 

street & number 3116 Memorial Blvd , telephone 9 8 2 - 2 9 2 5 

city or town p p r t A r t h u r state T e x a s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Hisfa^ic Preservation . 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Regiawfand cei|ify that i) 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage C o n s e r v ^ 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

M 1966 (Public Law 89-
^valuated 

title State H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r dateMarch 24, 1981 

r 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

EnfereJ In t i f f 

i^Keeper of the National Reg is t# 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 9 38 8 35 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered MAY 4 1981 

Name Location 

GatM Meaaorlol Library Port Arthur 
Jttfferson County 

Wobb County Courthouse 

4 Hook and Ladder Company 

Laredo 
Webb County 

Dallas 
Dallas County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 

Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable Jack Brooks 
Honorable Abrahmo Kazan, Jr. 
Honorable Jaioes A. Mattox 
South Central Region, HCRS 

Stata Historic Presarvstlon Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Coiaaission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Taxas 78711 

NR Eady/bjr/5/6/81 
For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


