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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received SEP _ 7 1983 

date entered 

historic F i r s t Chris t ian Church 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 612 T h r o c k m o r t o n N/A not for publication 

city, town F o r t Wor th N/A vicinity of congressional district 

state Texas code 048 county T a r r a n t code 439 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
X bulldlng(s) X private 

structure botti 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
object N/Ain process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

X yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 

X educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 

X religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name F i r s t C h r i s t i a n Church 

street 4 number 612 T h r o c k m o r t o n 

city, town F o r t Wor th _N/Avlcinity of state Texas 76102 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Ta r ran t County Courthouse 

street & numtier 

city, town Fort Worth state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
(1) Tar ran t County H i s t o r i c Resources  

title (2) H i s t o r i c S i t es Inven to ry has this property been determined eligible? yes J L , no 

(1) 1982 
date (2) 1985 federal state county X_ local 

(1) Texas H i s to r i ca l Commission and His to r i c Preservation Council f o r Tarrant County 
depository for survey records (-21 Texas H i s to r i ca l Commi .s.si on 

(1) Fort Worth  
city, town (2) Austin state Texas 



7. Description 

Condition Checic one Checic one 
^..exceUent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 

—AJQootf ^ J O ruins altered moved date N/A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and originai (if known) physical appearance 

The First Christian Church in Fort Worth is an imposing temple-like structure designed 
in a classical Beaux Arts manner. Crowned by a copper dome set on a high drum, the church's 
exterior is dominated by a pair of hexastyle Corinthian porticoes. The interior features 
include the main sanctuary, with i t s fine stained glass dome and windows, and the adjacent 
theatre area which can be linked with the sanctuary by raising a large partition wall. 

The First Christian Church is a three-story, steel-framed structure with exterior 
bearing walls of limestone quarried in Lueders, Texas. The church proper occupies half of 
a city block, and is oriented along a northeast- southwest axis. The primary access to the 
church is via the Throckmorton Street facade, which faces northwest. This facade is 
dominated by a hexastyle Corinthian portico which frames the t r i p l e entry doors on the 
second level. The portico is reached by means of a double staircase whose outward sections 
are enclosed with high limestone walls. The stairs terminate on a platform that is set 
slightly below the level of the second, or main, level with three sets of steps between the 
portico columns ascending to the entry level. Access to the basement level on the Throck
morton facade is provided by three round-arch doorways in the staircase platform. 

The portico columns are unfluted, with richly carved capitals. They support a pediment 
with an appropriate Corinthian entablature and a raking cornice. The fenestration of the 
Throckmorton facade is centered around the three-bay entrance. Of the three doorways, only 
the central door features a pediment, while i t s two flanking doors have less ornate 
entablatures. The outermost windows of this facade are l e f t unadorned with the exception 
of simple s i l l moldings. A l l of the window sashes on this facade, as well as the other 
elevations of the church, are of the casement type, with each sash element of stained glass 
which is predominately amber in color. The central element in these windows is an 
arrangement of l i l i e s done in green glass. 

The West 6th Street elevation of the church repeats the detailing of the entry front. 
This elevation is once again centered around a hexastyle Corinthian portico, although here 
there is no monumental staircase. There are two pedimented entrances to the basement level 
of the church which provide access to the small chapel located there. The entablature of 
this elevation varies in height, with emphasis given to the central and comer sections. 
The corners of these slightly projecting wall planes are marked by Corinthian capitals, 
although there are no pilasters at these comer points. 

The Taylor Street elevation is a three-part composition, with two square, comer 
pavilions flanking a bowed central section. This bowed element projects out from the 
main mass of the church approximately 10 feet. The north elevation, which faces West 5th 
Street, is faced with blonde brick and is largely hidden from view by the later church 
annex. I t should be noted that even on this lesser elevation, the stained-glass treatment 
of windows noted on the three street facades is continued. 

The roof of the church is broken by the octagonal base for the handsome dome which 
is centered above the sanctuary within. The dome's drum is faced with limestone, with 
the round-arch windows framed by Corinthian pilasters. The copper dome i t s e l f features 
a series of oculus windows at i t s base, set within ornate frames. A copper cross is 
affixed to the top of the dome. 
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Upon entering the church via the portico on Throckmorton, the f i r s t space encountered 
is the square vestibule. This area is detailed by a series of Ionic pilasters, and a screen 
of Ionic columns set in front of the entrance to the sanctuary. The vestibule ceiling is 
divided into nine coffered compartments, each of which is framed with dentiled comices 
and egg-and-dart moldings. The vestibule is flanked on each side by offices. Three sets 
of double oak doors lead from the vestibule to the main sanctuary, the principal interior 
space. 

The sanctuary i t s e l f is roughly square in form, with the flooring raked toward the 
altar located at the northwest corner. The main seating area is divided into four ranks 
of pews, with additional seating in a suspended balcony on the south and east sides of the 
room. Access to the balcony, and the choir l o f t on the north side is by means of two 
staircases set to either side of the t r i p l e entry doors in the vestibule. The ceiling 
of the sanctuary is gently coved, and divided into several segments by plaster ribs. 
Wooden Corinthian pilasters support the room's cornice and frame the organ pipes that flank 
the choir l o f t . 

Centered beneath the choir l o f t is a baptismal tank enframed by pilasters and columns 
in antis that support a shallow pediment. The altar, with i t s carved reredos of the Last 
Supper, is slightly raised above the level of the main floor. Centered above the main 
seating area is a fine stained-glass inner dome, approximately 22 feet in diameter, whose 
primary color is amber so as to match the other windows of the church. The west wall of 
the sanctuary can be l i f t e d by mechanical means to expose an additional 250 seats. This 
separate space is used for meetings and performances that do not require the maximum 
seating capacity of the church. 

The basement level of the church is divided into halves by a central hallway. On 
the 6th Street side is a small chapel,- with office space on the 5th Street side. The 
upper story above the entrance vestibule and offices contains Sunday School classrooms. 

Connected to the church proper and located on the corner of Taylor and West 5th streets 
is the seven-story church annex. Seven bays wide on i t s main front on Taylor, the annex 
is designed in a rather simplified Renaissance Revival manner. The f i r s t three stories 
of the Taylor facade are faced with limestone to match the exterior finish of the church. 
The remainder of the building is faced'with tawny brick. Ornamental details are confined 
to the limestone-faced section of the facade, which features oversized windows framed by 
Corinthian pilasters. The annex contains a swimming pool on i t s lower level, as well as a 
gymnasium and a large meeting hall and several classrooms. 

The church and i t s annex have undergone minimal alteration. The only original elements 
removed from the church were four light standards of the entry staircase platform, which 
were replaced by four stone urns. The wall of the annex facing the church has a two-story 
addition of anodized aluminum and glass, for the construction of which no significant 
original details from either structure had to be removed. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture2^ religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _JiL_ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

_X_1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (s|}ecify) 

Specific dates 1914,1915(1928-1929) Builder/Architect Van S l y k e and Woodruff 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The First Christian Church is the finest extant work of local architects Van Slyke 
and Woodruff, who were also called upon to design the later annex adjacent to the church. 
Designed in the Renaissance Revival manner so favored by architects of the period, the church 
was erected to meet the needs of the third-largest congregation of the Disciples of Christ 
in the world. The church's many community activities necessitated the construction of the 
multistory annex, which includes a swimming pool and meeting ha l l . 

The design of the First Christian Church is the work of the Fort Worth architectural 
firm of Van Slyke and Woodruff. E.W. Van Slyke and Clyde Woodruff were prominent architects 
in the Fort Worth area during the f i r s t third of this century. Among their other designs 
in Fort Worth are the original gymnasium of the Texas Christian University, the South Side 
Baptist Church, and the Star Hotel formerly located on Main Street. The firm was also 
responsible for the design of the First United Methodist Church in Paris, Texas, constructed 
in 1922. This later church shares some of the features found on First Christian, notably 
the columnar porticoes and a domed interior. This church was recently listed as a part of 
the thematic nomination, "Churches in Texas with Decorative Interior Painting." The firms' 
work is invariably Renaissance in inspiration, a fact clearly demonstrated by both the 
church and the annex. The church was constructed in 1914-1915, and the annex in 1928-1929. 

The church congregation was founded in 1855 by the Reverend A.M. Dean. The present 
structure is the fourth to have housed the congregation since that date. By 1910, the 
membership had risen to over 3,000 and had outgrown the church erected on this same site 
in 1878. Reverend L.D. Anderson, who assumed the pastorate in 1912, was one of the chief 
motivators for the construction of a larger and more suitable church. With the financial 
support of Major K.M. Van Zandt, a prominent banker, and cattleman Samuel Burk Bumett, both 
lay members of the congregation, funds were raised and Van Slyke and Woodruff hired as 
architects for the design of the new building. 

The large membership of the congregation, and the number of activities sponsored by the 
church necessitated the construction of the seven-story annex in 1928-1929. Connected to the 
main church, this building added extra meeting rooms and classrooms, in addition to a swim
ming pool and gymnasium. These f a c i l i t i e s have been leased by the church to other com
munity groups such as the YMCA and YWCA. Originally constructed in a mixed residential 
and commercial neighborhood, the church now finds i t s e l f in the heart of Fort Worth's 
rapidly growing central business d i s t r i c t , flanked by multi-story office buildings. 
Fortunately the church has been carefully maintained and continues to serve the needs of 
i t s congregation and the community at large. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
First Christian Church. First Christian Church: 125 years in Fort Worth's Heart. Fort Worth: 

Privately printed, 1980. Historic Preservation Council for Tarrant County, Texas. 
Historic Resources Survey: Fort Worth Central Business District. Fort Worth: Printed 1982. 
Texas Writers Project: Research data. Fort Worth and Tarrant County, First Christian Church. 

10- Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ],ess t h a n 1 a c r e 
Quadrangle namoHal tom C i t y , Texas 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1:24000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The property i s located at the corner of 6th and 
Throckmorton Streets. I t includes the ent i re c i t y block from 6th and Throckmorton to 6th 
and Taylor N.W. to 5th and Taylor then to 5th and Throckmorton s t reets ; Lots 1 through 4, 
block 99, Ci ty Addi t ion , M. Baugh Survey. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/tlt)e Cecil A. Jarman and John C. Ferguson (Texas Historical Commission) 

organization First Christian Church date May 2 7 , 1983 

street & number 612 T h r o c k m o r t o n telephone 336-7185 

city or town Fort Worth state Texas 76102 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify t h ^ ^ a s lieen evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by t t e NationalPsfk^ervice. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State Historic Preservation Officer d a t e ^ W ^ > 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

A l t 
J£s* * In tt.^ date ^AA^ 

r of the National Register « a t o i . 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

First Christian Church 
Tarrant County 
TEXAS 

O resubmission 
CI] nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
CD appeal 

Substantive Review: CD sample 

SEP T I9S3 Wortcing No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 3 - . ^ . ' i^r ' 
Date Due: / o A / S ' - ^ ~ y o / ^ 3 / S ' 3 ' 
Action: 

.RETURN 

FederaPAg^y 

• request CD appeal ED NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

Z Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has tiiis property been determined eligible? • yes CD no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

CD original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may Ix continued on an attached sheet 
















































