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1, Name 

historic The Havana 

and or common The Havana 

2. Location 

OHB Ho. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-37 

For NPS use only 

MAR I 3 1985 received 

date entered 
APR I 0 1986 

street & number 1015 Navarro Street A not tor publication 

city, town San Antonio N/A. vicinity of 

state Texas code 0^8 county Bexar code 029 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
y bullding($) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X_ private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
m A . In process 

t}elng considered 

Status 
occupied 
unoccupied 

X_ work in progress 
Access ib le 

yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

_ ^ commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Heinze Home Builders, Inc. 

street & number Box 16832 

city, town San Antonio N/A vicinity of sta,e Texas 78216 

5. Location of Legal Pescription 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bexar County Courthouse 

street & numt>er 

city, town San Antonio state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title H i s to r i c Sites Inventory has this property t>een determined eligible? yes X no 

date September 1985 federal - J — state county local 

depository for survey records Texas H i s t o r i c a l Coimnission 

city, town Austin stale Texas 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Checi i one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered —X original site 

X good ruins altered moved date M/A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Havana i s a load-bearing masonry structure with wood-framed floors and roofs. 
The roofs, approximately 6:12 i n slope, consist of red pressed-metal shingles applied i n 
a fish-scale pattern. Two twin towers at the northwest and southwest corners of the 
building (Navarro Street elevation) r i s e f u l l height to three stories above grade. 
They are capped with 12:12-pitched roofs, giving the building a Chateauesque p r o f i l e , 
while broad, bracketed eaves at a l l roof-wall connections enhance the building's 
Mediterranean character. 

The masonry Havana, possessing twin front towers that reach three stories t a l l , has 
a d i s t i n c t l y Mediterranian flavor accentuated by markedly overhanging eaves (see plan). 
The building contains three levels i n addition to a basement f l o o r which s h a l l be 
accessible to the San Antonio Riverwalk. The t h i r d f l o o r i s actually an a t t i c f l o o r 
supplied with daylight through several dormers penetrating the building's hipped roof. 
The f l o o r areas range from 6000 sq. f t . i n the basement to 4600 sq. f t . on the t h i r d 
f l o o r . 

There i s very l i t t l e documentation on the Havana's o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r . The plan 
consists basically of a lobby leading from the entry at Navarro Street to a central 
s t a i r core around which the building's rooms are organized. The i n t e r i o r has been 
altered somewhat, although many o r i g i n a l walls remain i n t a c t . Finishes consist of 
plaster walls and ceilings with stained-wood moldings, t r i m , and paneled doors on 
the f i r s t f l o o r . The plaster-coffered c e i l i n g at the main entry lobby was reportedly 
quite decorative at one time, although that fact has not been v e r i f i e d . Ceiling 
heights range from 11'8" on the f i r s t f l o o r to lO'O" on the second and t h i r d f l o o r s . 

The brick exterior of the building i s a very l i g h t tan contrasting with white 
cast-stone window s i l l s , arched l i n t e l s , and the elaborate balusters of numerous 
i n t e r i o r porches at a l l four elevations. The wooden, double-hung windows and tran­
soms are generally 1:2 i n proportion, thereby emphasizing the v e r t i c a l i t y of the 
building's elevations. These features, together with the building's p r o f i l e , i t s 
setbacks, projections, recessed porches, arches, balustrades, broad eaves, eyebrow 
dormers, and finished roof ridges give i t a f a n c i f u l and romantic ambience. The 
building's careful s i t i n g enhances t h i s imagery even more with many cypress trees, 
palms, magnolias, and various deciduous trees surrounding the b u i l d i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
along the north elevation next to the San Antonio Riverwalk from the Ursuline Academy. 
There one gets glimpses of the Havana framed from below by the Romana Street Bridge 
and on the sides by dense vegetation. And yet at the street l e v e l the building i s 
clearly a part of downtown San Antonio's vigorous urban v i t a l i t y . 

Along with several other h i s t o r i c buildings i n the v i c i n i t y of Auditorium Circle, 
Navarro, and Jefferson streets, the Havana i s unique i n downtown San Antonio because i t 
is free-standing, not linked to i t s neighbors as a series of downtown row buildings would 
be. And among i t s free-standing neighbors the Havana i s s t i l l unique due to i t s r i v e r ­
side location, i t s flourishing downtown landscape, and i t s i n t r i g u i n g , eclectic archi­
tectural s t y l e . 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
pretiistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

_X architecture 
_ _ art 

commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
Invention 

landscape architecture 
taw 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1913 Builder Arch i tec t Ed F. Melcher  
Arthur .T. Hprrmann 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The three-story masonry structure known as the Havana i s an important example of 
early 20th-century classicism i n the c i t y of San Antonio. The design of the building 
is unusual for the period i n that i t does not follow any immediately recognizable 
prototypes of the I t a l i a n or Spanish renaissance, which were the dominant forms i n 
use for large-scale buildings i n the years before World War I . 

Designed by the r e l a t i v e l y obscure architect Arthur J. Herrmann, the Havana can 
nevertheless be considered one of the more important examples of early 20th-century 
classicism to be found i n San Antonio. By the beginning of the present century, San 
Antonio was experiencing a major building boom, largely caused by the a r r i v a l of 
major railroad lines which spurred the commercial growth of the c i t y . Given the 
Hispanic character of the ci t y ' s past, i t i s not surprising that architects chose 
to turn to Spanish or Mexican sources for t h e i r i n s p i r a t i o n . For example, the 
station erected for the International and Great Northern Railroad i n 1907 took the 
form of an enlarged mission church. Also, one of the c i t y ' s prominent banking 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , the Old Alamo National Bank, constructed a neo-Italian renaissance 
headquarters i n 1902. 

The s i t e which Herrmann was given for the Havana was d i f f e r e n t from those of the 
two above-noted National Register l i s t i n g s , being located alongside the banks of the 
San Antonio River where i t i s crossed by the Romano Street Bridge. Perhaps the 
inherently romantic character of the s i t e led to the choice of a more ambiguous style 
for the structure, a style most often referred to i n arc h i t e c t u r a l journals of that 
period as Mediterranean. The massing of the structure, which i s dominated by the 
two three-story towers capped by hipped roofs, incorporates a three-tiered verandah 
along the main elevation, set between the towers. The structure's design acknowledged 
the warm climate of the c i t y by means of t h i s verandah and the broad eaves of the roof, 
which served to cast shadows across the wall surfaces. The arch i t e c t u r a l imagery 
employed on the Havana i s not specific to any work of architecture i n Europe, rather 
relying upon more generalized features for i t s e f f e c t . In spite of i t s large scale, 
the structure s t i l l conveys a sense of domesticity, especially i n the h i s t o r i c photo­
graph (herein) taken from the opposite bank of the r i v e r . 

Herrmann was evidently not able to follow the Havana commission with other projects 
of similar character, for neither extant nor demolished examples have been located. 
In the coming years, the arch i t e c t u r a l community i n San Antonio would turn strongly 
towards forms that were d i r e c t l y borrowed from the c i t y ' s Mexican colonial past, 
leaving the Havana to stand as an uncommon loc a l example of architectural design during 
the f i r s t quarter of t h i s century. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Building Permit Records, San Antonio, Texas. 

City Directory, San Antonio, Texas, 1914.  

Deed Records, Bexar County, Texas. 
(see continuation sheet) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n 1 a c r e 

Qiiarir;ingift name San A n t o n i o E a s t , Texas 

UT M References 

^ | i i4 I Is U19 b 12 lol b 12 b 15 le D 101 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 4 . 0 0 0 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

Parts of l o t s 9 and 10, New City Block 180, San Antonio, del imited i n Exhibi t "A" 
attached hereto. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state N/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Alan Will iams, AIA (with John C. Ferguson, THC) 

organization The Bennett-Williams Co. date J ^ ^ ^ 3 , 1985 

street & number 700 E. 44th St, telephone (512) 452-5433 

city or town Austin state Texas 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state - J L local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has tieen evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by < 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State Historic Preservation Officer 

^ ^ n a l Par l tServ tee r ' ' ^ 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register 

date 

of the National Register 

Attaat: date 

Chief of Registration 
G P O 91 I - 3 8 9 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Fletcher, Sir Bannister. A History of Architecture on the Comparative Method. Seven­
teenth Edition. New York: Charles Scrlbner's Sons, 1967. 

Lahr, Thomas F., Assistant Librarian/Reference Services, The American I n s t i t u t e of 
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Melcher, Gilbert. Telephone interview by Kim A. Williams with F. H. Bennett I I I , AIA. 
January 24, 1985. 

Tenngg, Mrs. Louise. Telephone interview by Kim A. Williams with F. H. Bennett I I I , AIA. 
January 24, 1985. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMEiyT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Havana, (The) 
Bexar County 
TEXAS 

CU resubmission 

CD nomination by person or local government 

LD owner objection 

d l appeal 

Substantive Review: C l sample n request 

Working No. MAR I 3 1986 
Fed. Reg. Date: 

latloaal Hegl»ter^'^'°"' 
-—W? //^ 

ICEPT 

RETURN. 

R E J E C T . 

Federal Agency: 

LJ appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 

Reviewer . 

Discipline 

Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

a excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 

• clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 

• dates 
cn boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

cn summary paragraph 
CD completeness . 
• clarity ' 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

GPO 91 8-450 

Comments for any item may te continued on an attached stteet 




























