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1. Name 
historic Capt. Noble A l l a n Bi rge House 

and or common Capt. B i rge House 

2. Location 

For NPS UM only 

received AUG 6 1986 
date entered 

SEP I 8 1986 

street & number 727 West B i r g e N/A not for publication 

city, town Sherman ^ J A - vicinity of 

state Texas code 048 county Grayson code 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work In progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object N/A in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

t>eing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Edgar Geer McKee and Dorothy Nelson McKee 

street & number 727 West B i rge 

city, town Sherman N/A vicinity of state 
Texas 75090 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Grayson County Courthouse 

street & numt>er 100 West Houston Street 

city, town Sherman state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
(1) H i s t o r i c Resource Survey, Sherman 

title P rese rva t ion League has this property been determined eligible? yes X no 

(2) H i s t o r i c S i tes Inven to ry  
ctote (1) 1981-1982 (2) 1986 federal (2) state county (1) local 

(1) Sherman H i s t o r i c a l Soc i e ty , 301 S. Walnut 
depoaltory for survey records (2) Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town A u s t i n state Texas 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered _ ^ original site 

good ,. ̂  ruins _X_ altered moved date N-ZA 
JXHaiC wJA unexposed 

Descrilie the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Capt. Noble Allan Birge Ffouse is an unusual example of a transitional 
Queen Anne/Colonial Revival dwelling noteworth/ for i t s exaggerated Classical 
detailing. Located i n a residential area c^:posite smaller houses largely b u i l t 
by other members of the Birge family, the Capt. Noble Birge House is prominently 
sited on a large comer l o t . A recent restoraticai removed most minor additions 
and modifications of the 1940s and 1950s. 

The Capt. N.A. Birge House is a large, two-and-one-half story , wood-frame 
dwelling with beveled-edge clapboard siding and one-over-one windows. The 
massing of the structure is typically Queen Anne, with large central block 
covered by a pyramidal roof. Two pedimaited bays project frcan the east side of 
the house, while another occurs on the rear. The asyinmetrical main facade 
includes a projecting, two-story, gabled portico with plain returns. As with 
other gable ends of the house, this one features a Queen Anne window, modillicais, 
and a beaded swag and roundel above the window. The gabled portico and a larger, 
offset gable cover a verandah and balcony to the right. The portico is supported 
by two over-sized wooden columns with Scamozzi capitals. The wide, fir s t - s t o r y 
verandah extends across the entire front of the house and wraps around both sides 
for a distance of sixteen feet. A second-story balcony extends across the right 
(east) front of the house and wraps back on the right for sixteen feet. The verandah 
and balcony axe supported by small coltmms (turned posts) eight feet high. 

The large, eight-foot front entry door with two side windows is centered 
between the columns of the portico directly below a balcony window. AbDve the 
verandah to the l e f t of the portico is a large, finely detailed, seccxid-story 
window witih segmental arch set into the roof as a dormer with ccxisoles, 
modillions, and urns. Centrally, a narrow dormer window with hipped roof 
projects from the t h i r d floor. A l l third-floor dormer windows and gable ends, 
except for the rear gable, have f i n i a l s . 

On the l e f t or west side of the house is another gable, this one with a pair 
of Queen Anne windows, a carved panel, and modilliois. The beveled, or angled, 
southem comer of the westem projecting bay has an angled comer window cn both 
the f i r s t - eind seccxid-floor levels. A small, third-floor dormer with window, 
identical to the front dormer, faces west. These two dormers are equidist:ant 
from the soutJiem comer of the roof. 

The rear wing of the house, extending beyond the west gable, was originally 
of only one story, but now has a very early second-story addition. The rear 
gable on this addition is plain. Projecting frcm the rear or north side of the 
house (and not visible from the front) are later, single-story additions: a rear 
breakfast rocxn was added in 1955-56, and a small water closet in 1984. Both 
rettiain. 
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The right or east side of the house features two nearly identical, gabled, 
two-story bay wings. The two-story bay towards the rear extends slightly beyond 
the other, but both have identical double windows on each floor, including the 
third level. The gable ends have complete pediments. Queen Anne modillions, 
Ccurved panels, and t i n f i n i a l s . 

Inside, the Birge House contains many of i t s original chandeliers, carved 
door and window-frame moldings, cind ornate fireplace mantels. The floor plan is 
simple, ocxisisting of a front «itry h a l l from whicih the front stairs ascend, a 
large parlor to the l e f t (west) of the entry, a large l i v i n g rocxn straight 
ahead, and a dining room to the l e f t of the l i v i n g room and adjoining the parlor. 
To the back of the dining room are the pantry and kitchen, v ^ i l e behirxJ the 
liv i n g room and to the right of the kitchen are the back h a l l , water closet, 
back stairs, and guest bedroom with bath. Originally, four bedroons and a 
batJiroom were on the seccHid floor. Presently there are four bedrooms, three 
bathrocns, and a storage and laundry room. Wide, milled molding of stained 
yellow pine surrounds windows and doors. Baseboards are wide, milled, stained 
yellow pine. Pour mantels (maple, walnut, mahogany, and oak) decorate coal 
fireplaces in the entry h a l l , parlor, dining rocwi, and l i v i n g room, and a l l 
vent to a common main chimney. 

On the seccxid floor, two oak mantels decorate coal fireplaces which use the 
same main chimney. On the front stairs are two original. Queen Anne windows with 
st:ained glass that are identical in dimensions to the six windows with clear 
glass in the gable ends of the t h i r d floor. The dining room has decorative, 
stiained, intersecting becims of yellow pine, vSiile the floors are heeurt of pine. 
Like almost a l l homes in Sherman b u i l t at that time, wallpaper was glued to 
canvas-covered ceiling and walls, vAiich now have plasterboard covered with 
appropriate Victorian reproduction wallpapers. Interior doors (eight feet high 
on the f i r s t floor and sevoi feet six inches high on the seocxid) have five 
panels each cind are made of stained yellow pine. Ttie Birge House was cxie of the 
f i r s t i n the curea to be b u i l t with electrical wiring, and many original, 
refinished, electrical wall sccxices remain. Original doors, moldings, 
baseboards, mantels, dining-room ceiling beams, heart-of-pine flooring, and 
electrical fixtures a l l remain, although raudi of the woodwork was once painted 
over. Happily, the woodwork has recently been stripped of a l l paint, stained, 
and refinished as i t was originally. In the entry h a l l , parlor, l i v i n g and 
dining rooms, the original flooring was covered euround 1900 by attractive, 
narrow, mitered oak flooring. A l l the floors have recently bean refinished. 



8. Signifficance 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and just i fy below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_ 1 6 0 0 - 1 6 9 9 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

X industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1896 Bui lder Arch i tec t John Tulloch (attributed) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Capt. Noble Allan Birge House, b u i l t in 18%, is significant not only by 
reason of i t s impressive and flamboyant &aeen Anne/Coloiicil Revival architecture 
(few examples of vSiich exist i n Sherman), but also because of i t s historical 
association with one of Sherman's earliest and greatest industricd. developers. 
Capt. Birge (1832-1902), v*io b u i l t the house, established v ^ t is said to have 
bean one of the largest and best-known cotton brokerage firms in the South: 
Sherman's Birge-Forbes Co. He also founded other cottcxi-related industries 
locally, including a compress ccmpciny and cotton o i l mills. Birge fathered 
thirteen c±iildren, eight of vAiom subsequently b u i l t their hcHnes nearby. The 
children continued their father's successful businesses, and the Birge family 
remains synonynous witJi Sherman's cottcxi and cottcxiseed o i l industries to this 
day. 

The f i r s t referaice found regarding N.A. Birge in Texas is recorded in the 
1860 Maricn County census. He is li s t e d as being, "28, male, bom in Ccxinecticut 
and has the occupation of Sheriff." He was the f i r s t elected sheriff of Marion 
County. At this time, Birge also owned a livery stable connected to the old 
Central Hotel (now Excelsior House) in 1861-1863. He was a captain in the 
Ccxifederate Array, serving as brigade quartermaster i n northem Louisiana in 1863. 
In 1866, Capt. Birge was one of the incorporators in the Henderson, Marshall, 
Jefferson Railroad Co. and in 1573 an incorporator of the Lake City Navigation 
Co. formed to open and improve the navigation of Big Cypress Bayou. 

Between 1860 and 1874, N.A. Birge was a prominent merchant and civic leader. 
He acquired many lots and parcels of land, b t ^ n g and selling as a real-estate 
agent. IXiring this time he b u i l t a house in Jeffersoi that is presently on the 
National Register: the Beard House, listed in 1970. In 1874 Birge sold that 
house for $6,500 and moved with his wife and six diildren by covered wagon to 
Sherman, Texas. 

After l i v i n g for three years on a farm south of Sherman, Birge purchased ten 
acres in the Fairview Addition, an area just west of the c i t y limits at that 
time. Here in 1877 Birge b u i l t a home which was destroyed on May 15, 1896, by 
the Great Sherman Tornado. The present house was constructed on the same site in 
the summer of 18%, and was owned by Birge descendents u n t i l 1969. Though the 
house contains many typical Victorian-period details, the massively columned 
portico indicates that the designer was ke«ily aware of the newly evolving 
Colonial Revival style. Jc*in Tulloch, a p r o l i f i c Scottish-bom architect i n 
Sherman at that time, was probably respcKisible. Most of the homes of the Birge 
Children and other nearby houses are known to have be«i designed by Tulloch. The 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
Sherman City Directories 1887-1915. 
Ancestors and Descendents, Grayson County, Texas; Grayson County Geneological Society, 

Sherman, Texas, iy»U. ~ ~ ~ ~ 
A History of the Great Sherman Tornado, H.L. Finer, Register Printing House, Sherman, Texas 

IH/b. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n nns 

Quadrangle name Sherman. Texas 
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Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning at a s teel rod at the in tersect ion of the 
E. l i n e of N. Wood St. wi th the N. l i n e of W. Birge St . ; thence N. wi th the E. l i ne of N. 
Woods St. a distance of 196.40 f t . to a s teel rod; thence So. 89 deg. 42 min. E. a distance 
of 166.77 f t . to a s teel rod, the NW corner of a l o t conveyed by James S. Thompson (see 
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries continuation sheet) 

state i^/A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Dorothy and Geer McKee (with Peter Flagg Maxson, THC) 

organization date 1986 

street & number 727 West B i r g e telephone (214) 892-9091 

city or town Sherman state Texas 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
l i f e evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
accordlrtg to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Motional Park Ser 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State Historic Preservation Officer 

For NPS use only 

I Ntreby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Ke«pw of the National Register 

Attatt: ^JU^< 
Chiafof Ragistrat fon 

date 

G P O 91 I - 3 9 B 
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Capt. Birge Hsuse is the oldest and largest house in i t s neighborhood, and is one 
of cxily eight or nine similarly styled houses surviving in Sherman. The 
neighborhood is one of older hooaes, and at the time of the house's ocxistruction 
was near the westem c i t y l i m i t s . 

To the rear (nortii) of tihe Birge ffouse is a Colonial Revival house moved to 
i t s site in 1917 by Fred Birge, a son of the capt:ain. Immediately to the east is 
a 1918 brick bungalow b u i l t by another son, George J. Birge, v<^ile one house 
further east cn the same block is the 1898 home of a daughter. On the south side 
of Birge Street are two very large houses b u i l t by sons Willaurd and Nathaniel in 
1910. The Capt. Birge ffouse was the f i r s t and most dominant sturucture in one of 
the most prestigious of the Silk Stocking residential areas of the ci t y , an area 
v*iich today remains cne of the most beautiful cind desirable in Sherman. 

Capt. Birge died on Novanber 17, 1902, at age 70, and his widow Virginia 
Frcinces Birge lived on i n the house u n t i l her death cn Jcinuary 2, 1930, at age 
75. Several of the captain's children lived with Virginia, including a son from 
Nblcin Birge's f i r s t meurrieige, John Bradford (68 at Virginia's death), and his 
wife Stella Annie Eliot (66 at Virginia's death). Children from her f i r s t 
marriage—Fred Johnson, Lucy Ann, and George J.—cilso lived in the Birge home. 



NPS Form 10-900-i OMB So. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number ^ 

For tiw onty 

received 

date ffi^red 

Page 1 

Major Bibliographical References continued -

Sanborn Insurance Co. Map, Austin, Texas, 1908. 



NPS Form 10-900-* 
(3-82) 

OMB So. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received 

deteimtefed 

Continuation sheet Item number 10 Page 1 

Verbal Boundary Description continued -

to T. Randolf Cole by deed recorded i n Vol. 377, pg. 582 of said deed records; Thence 
S. GO deg. 59 min. E. 
a steel rod on the N. 
W. with N. l i n e of W. 

with W. l i n e of said Cole l o t , a distance of 195.50 f t . to 
l i n e of W. Birge St. the SW corner of said Cole l o t ; Thence 
Birge St., a distance of 170.10 f t . to the place of beginning 

and containing 33,004 sq. f t . of land. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Birge, Capt. Noble A l lan. House 
Grayson County 
TEXAS 

O resubmission 
n nomination by person or local government 
im owner objection 
CZ] appeal \ 

Sub 
v-^Qj^Working No 

Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: j2l 
Action: _ : A C C E P T 

.RETURN 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Revievî : I sample • request • appeal mi NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 7%*/ Ca^. A/di^ AUnry Cft^. A/ci'«^ fill^ri t3ir^ HtiOit, li 

Recom./Criteria _ 
Reviewer ji^-^^*^ 
Discipline_ 
Date 'f/i^l^k' 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

c n good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
n completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
• boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify ktelow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

cn summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal tx>undary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Presen/ation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
CD Photographs 
D Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may I K directed 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
































