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1. Name of Property 
historic name Shelby County Courthouse Square ^ l3 t 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
N K A I not for publication street & number Courthouse Square 
N / A I viciriity city, town Center 

state Texas code TX county She lby code 419 zip code 75935 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

I ] private 
f x ] public-local 

H public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
[ x ] building(s) 
Z ] district 
• site 

H structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

^ 

J l 
JL 

Noncontributing 
.3 buildings 
Q sites 
0 structures 
5 objects 
« Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N7A 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 1 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nominattpn request for dsleroilnation of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

Nation^f^^^ister of Hi$toric^aces and meets the prafiSlufal and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In njy opinion, th^-aroperty meet does not me^t/n^Natjpnal Register criteria. See continuation sheet 

ifure of certifying official / 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

ntinuation sheet. ^ 

Date 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
gntai'Bd in thd—— 
national Heglatar 

I , I I I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. | ^ See continuation sheet. 

HHdeteTnined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

H removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) 

of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Government: courthouse 

correctional f a c i l i t y 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Government: courthouse 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Romanesque 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

brick 
brick 

Classical Revival 
roof _ 
other 

s l a t e 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Shelby County Courthouse Square i s one square block at the heart of 
Center, i n deep East Texas. The focus of the square i s the 1885 Shelby County 
Courthouse, a somewhat naive version of Romanesque Revival design that was 
in d i v i d u a l l y l i s t e d i n the National Register i n 1971. This nomination seeks to 
amend the o r i g i n a l l i s t i n g t o include the entire courthouse square with i t s 
related h i s t o r i c buildings. The additional Contributing structures are the old 
j a i l (contemporaneous with the Courthouse) and the Classical Revival-style 
Records Building of 1913, both of which are informally sited adjacent to the 
Courthouse. Also on the s i t e but considered Noncontributing are a f i r e station, 
a bandstand, a rest room building, and several monuments. The square i s a 
lev e l , s l i g h t l y raised s i t e with a cultivated lawn and a number of oak trees 
which shade the buildings. A geometric pattern of sidewalks crisscross the 
square between the buildings and a high curb bounds the landscaped square; these 
improvements are believed to date from the 1940s. The raised square i s 
surrounded by a sidewalk and a wide swath of paved parking. On adjacent blocks 
surrounding the square are low-scale commercial buildings of the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. 

The Shelby County Courthouse i s a 2-story red brick gabled building i n a 
romanticized Romanesque Revival st y l e . The courthouse has a cruciform plan with 
a main east-west axis and 2-story portico projections midpoint on the north and 
south facades. A frame cupola rises from the center of the main gable roof. 
The building i s given i t s d i s t i n c t i v e character by the detailed brickwork on the 
cornice, the stringcourses and the window hoods, and by a series of diminutive 
buttresses and t u r r e t s (or tourelles) which r i s e from the cornice. 

The courthouse has an entry i n the middle of each facade but the primary 
approach i s from the north. This front i s divided i n t o three bays delineated by 
i t s four prominent tou r e l l e s . The central bay i s created by the projecting 
entry wing with a protected porch on the ground level and an enclosed space on 
the second f l o o r . In the flanking bays decorative buttresses between the 
windows further segment the facade. The windows are t a l l and narrow with 
segmental arched tops recessed within round-head arched openings. The parapeted 
gable ends of the building are s i m i l a r l y detailed, both with a l-story portico 
and, at the height of each gable, a pair of windows set i n an ogee arch. The 
cupola that caps the building has a cross-gabled roof and paired arcned vents on 
each side. 

Fxl See continuation sheet 
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County offic e s occupy the f i r s t f l o o r of the Courthouse and the courtroom 
f i l l s the entire second f l o o r . The courtroom i s a large and l o f t y space, with 
exposed wooden trusses supporting the roof; these trusses i n turn are supported 
by pendant posts with decorative corbels. A balustrade with ornamental newels 
distinguishes the bench and jury box from the audience. 

The 1885 Shelby County J a i l echoes the Courthouse i n a subdued version of 
i t s form and d e t a i l . I t i s a 2-story gabled brick structure with 2-story wings 
that were added on the east and west facades during the 1930s. The red brick 
walls of the building have been painted a beige color. The ridge l i n e of the 
o r i g i n a l building runs north-south, and the wings have shed roofs which engage 
the walls of the o r i g i n a l building ju s t beneath the eaves. The north and south 
gable ends of the o r i g i n a l building are bisected by external chimneys that are 
flanked by segmentally-arched doors and windows. Ornamentation i s li m i t e d to a 
molded brick cornice with a single row of d e n t i l s , and segmental hood molds over 
the doors and windows. The added wings have a symmetrical arrangement of 
simple, double-hung windows. In plan the s h e r i f f ' s o f f i c e occupied the south 
end of the f i r s t f l o o r , with a c e l l at the northeast corner and a s t a i r h a l l on 
the northwest. P a r t i t i o n walls now divide the Sheriff's o f f i c e i n t o three 
separate rooms. The second f l o o r contains the main block of c e l l s . 

The Records Building on the southeast corner of the s i t e i s a 2-story 
hipped-roof building with simple Classical Revival d e t a i l i n g . I t i s constructed 
i n two colors of brick, echoing the materials of the e a r l i e r Courthouse and j a i l 
buildings. The main (north) facade i s divided i n t o three parts: a central 
entrance bay framed by pi l a s t e r s supporting a pediment, and simple end bays set 
off by decorative brickwork at the corners giving the effect of quoins. The 
pri n c i p a l brick i s yellowish beige i n color and a reddish-brown brick was used 
for the base of the building, the p i l a s t e r s , the "quoins" and the chimneys. The 
building has a central s t a i r h a l l , with i t s pressed metal c e i l i n g , flanked by 
large open rooms. 

The other buildings on the square are considered Noncontributing because 
they have been constructed or s i g n i f i c a n t l y altered i n the last 50 years. The 
1933 f i r e station near the southwest corner of the square i s 2 stories, 
constructed of beige brick, and has a hipped roof of asphalt shingles. The main 
elevation faces the street on the west side of the square. The building has 
been s i g n i f i c a n t l y altered by an addition on the north side of the building and 
the i n s t a l l a t i o n of a glass and aluminum door, a plate glass window, and modern 
overhead doors for the f i r e engine bays. 

At the northeast corner of the square i s a 2-story brick rest room 
building with a pyramidal roof b u i l t i n 1945. East of the courthouse i s a 2-
story brick bandstand with broad open windows on the second level and a 
pyramidal roof that echoes the design of the restroom building. The l a t t e r 
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s t r u c t u r e was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n 1923 but considerably a l t e r e d i n 1945. Both 
of these s t r u c t u r e s may become c o n t r i b u t i n g elements t o the s i t e when they reach 
50 years of age. 

On the n o r t h side of the square marking the main entrance t o the 
Courthouse i s a large s t r e e t clock. I t i s be l i e v e d t o date from the e a r l y 20th 
century and has stood i n downtown Center f o r most of the century; however, i t 
was i n s t a l l e d i n i t s c u r r e n t spot i n the 1980s. Other landscape features such 
as the sidewalks and curbs are be l i e v e d t o date from the 1940s. Set i n t o the 
perimeter curbs are h i t c h i n g r i n g s t h a t have been used on the square since the 
e a r l y century. The square also f e a t u r e s two f l a g p o l e s and a number of monuments 
and h i s t o r i c a l markers set near the courthouse, a l l of which are considered 
Noncontributing. 

C o n t r i b u t i n g /Noncontributing Elements of the Shelby County Courthouse Square  

Property date ( a l t e r a t i o n s ) type l o c a t i o n Contrib/Non 

Shelby County Courthouse 1885 b u i l d i n g center of Square C 
County Records B u i l d i n g 1913 b u i l d i n g southeast corner C 
F i r e S t a t i o n 1933(1960s) b u i l d i n g southwest corner NC 
Shelby County J a i l 1885(1931/39) b u i l d i n g northwest corner C 
Restroom B u i l d i n g 1945 b u i l d i n g northeast corner NC 
Bandstand/Mens Restroom 1923(1945) b u i l d i n g northeast corner NC 
Street Clock c. 1900(1980s) o b j e c t n o r t h side NC 
H i t c h i n g Rings c. 1900(19408) o b j e c t perimeter NC 
H i s t o r i c a l Marker 1969 o b j e c t beside Courthouse NC 
World Wars Memorial 1950s ob j e c t beside Courthouse NC 
Vietnam War Memorial 1988 o b j e c t beside Courthouse NC 
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8. Statement of Signif icance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property In relation to other properties: 

I I nationally O statewide \ x ] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria H A | X ] C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A ^ C [ U D Q E N / A 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
P o l i t i c s and Government 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Period of Significance 
1885-1940 

Significant Dates 
1885 
1913 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Architect/Builder courthouse 
J . J . E . Gibson, A r c h i t e c t & B u i l d e r , and j a i l 
Smith 6: B a r t h e l . A r c h i t e c t . Records B u i l d i n g 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Shelby County Courthouse Square i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a w e l l preserved 
Texas courthouse square, t y p i c a l i n i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the town but unusual i n 
i t s assemblage of a number of p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s on the block w i t h the Courthouse. 
The p r i n c i p a l b u i l d i n g s were constructed between 1885 and 1913, w i t h a n c i l l a r y 
b u i l d i n g s d a t i n g through 1945. The p r i n c i p a l b u i l d i n g s of the Courthouse, j a i l 
and Records B u i l d i n g embody d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n f l u e n c e s i n an a t y p i c a l 
courthouse square design, t h e r e f o r e , the property i s nominated under C r i t e r i o n C 
i n the area of a r c h i t e c t u r e . As the goverrunental center of Shelby County f o r 
the past century, the pro p e r t y i s nominated under C r i t e r i o n A i n the area of 
P o l i t i c s Si Government f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h events s i g n i f i c a n t i n l o c a l 
h i s t o r y . 

Shelby County was created i n 1836 by the newly-independent Republic of 
Texas. At t h a t time the county seat was located i n S h e l b y v i l l e which was the 
l a r g e s t community, having been occupied since 1824 by s e t t l e r s from Tennessee. 
I n 1866 the c i t i z e n s of Shelby County voted t o move the county seat from 
S h e l b y v i l l e , i n the eastern p a r t of the county, t o a more c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n . The 
county records were moved seven miles t o the area around White Cottage, which 
consisted of a post o f f i c e founded i n 1848. Because of i t s c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n , 
the new county seat was named Center. The town was surveyed and p l a t t e d i n 
1869, and a large block a t the center of town was reserved f o r the courthouse. 
The connmissioners of Shelby County q u i c k l y erected a wood-frame courthouse and 
j a i l . These rudimentary s t r u c t u r e s served the county u n t i l 1882, when the 
courthouse burned t o the ground. 

The commissioner 
courthouLe and t o r e p l 
were at i t . The 1880s 
i n 1881 the Texas Legi 
t o finance courthouses 
b u i l d t o the l e v e l o f 
f i n a n c i a l means. This 
the l a t e 19th century 

s of Shelby County determined t o b u i l d a new b r i c k 
ace the o l d wooden j a i l w i t h a new b r i c k one wh i l e they 
were an a c t i v e era of courthouse b u i l d i n g across Texas; 

s l a t u r e passed an act which enabled counties t o s e l l bonds 
This allowed small, b a r e l y - e s t a b l i s h e d communities t o 

t h e i r p r i d e and a s p i r a t i o n s r a t h e r than t h e i r l i m i t e d 
r e s u l t e d i n the many large r e v i v a l - s t y l e courthouses of 

i n Texas, o f t e n designed by prominent a r c h i t e c t s of the 
f x l See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet 9-1. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
[x1 previously listed In the National Register 

U previously determined eligible by the National Register 
Zl designated a National Historic Landmark 

I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

|X|See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
Pn State historic preservation office 

Zl Other State agency 
Zl Federal agency 
U Local government 
Z\ University 

• other 
Specify repository: 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Austin 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 4 a c r e s 

UTM References 
A I l i 5 | | 3 | 8 | 8 | 0 | 6 | 0 | 13,5 11,8 12 ,0 ,0 

Zone Easting Northing 

C h i 5 l h l 8 i 8 h lO iO l I 3 i 5 l l i 8 l 0 i 8 i 0 

B L i i S j | 3 | 8 | 8 | 2 | 8 | Q | I 3 , 5 1 1 , 8 1 1 , 4 , 0 | 
Zone Easting Northing  

D I l i 5 | | 3 | 8 | 8 | 2 | 2 | 0 | | 3 , 5 | 1 , 8 | 0 , 4 , 0 | 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The entire Shelby County Courthouse block, bounded by Nacogdoches, Shelbyville, 
Austin and San Augustine streets. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

Includes a l l land o r i g i n a l l y platted and reserved for the County Courthouse Square and 
h i s t o r i c a l l y associated with the county government functions. Excludes modern r i g h t -
of-way. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Ken Hafer tepe ( w i t h Tory L a u g h l i n T a y l o r , THC) 
organization Roy Graham, AIA date September, 1990 
street & number 6907 C a p i t o l o f Texas H w y . . Nor th-Ste.200tBi f lphonB 5 1 2 / 3 4 6 - 8 4 2 0 
city or town A u s t i n state Texas zip code 78731 
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time. The 1880s were the heyday of the French Second Empire s t y l e i n Texas as 
p r a c t i c e d by such a r c h i t e c t s as Frederic and Oscar R u f f i n i (Blanco, Concho, 
Hays, Hopkins, Navarro, and Williamson county courthouses) J.E. Flanders 
(Baylor, D a l l a s , Nolan, and Shackelford county courthouses), and W.C. Dodson 
(Anderson, Fannin, H i l l , Hood, and Parker county courthouses). Shelby County 
broke from t h i s p a t t e r n t o the extent t h a t i t chose t o b u i l d a r e l a t i v e l y modest 
courthouse designed by a l o c a l b u i l d e r . 

At l e a s t t h r ee plans f o r the courthouse were presented t o the county 
commissioners and a design by l o c a l b u i l d e r and brickmaker J.J.E. Gibson was 
u l t i m a t e l y selected. I n a d d i t i o n t o winning the commission f o r the Courthouse 
design, Gibson was also appointed t o a committee t o s e l e c t a l o c a t i o n and devise 
a plan f o r the county j a i l t o be b u i l t simultaneously. U l t i m a t e l y he won the 
b i d t o b u i l d the Courthouse and oversaw c o n s t r u c t i o n of the j a i l , so the 
complete design of the courthouse complex can f a i r l y be a t t r i b u t e d t o Gibson. 

John Joseph Emmett Gibson was born i n I r e l a n d i n 1849 and grew up i n 
Dublin. Apparently he had some experience working i n the b u i l d i n g trades before 
coming t o America i n 1866, at age seventeen. He worked f o r a w h i l e i n St. 
Louis, perhaps p i c k i n g up the technology of brickmaking which he l a t e r u t i l i z e d 
i n Texas. Gibson f i r s t moved t o Panola County, Texas, ( j u s t n o r t h of Shelby 
County) where he married, but he f i n a l l y s e t t l e d i n Center. He opened a b r i c k 
f a c t o r y on the northeast side of town, j u s t beyond the Santa Fe r a i l r o a d t r a c k s , 
and h i s k i l n s provided the m a t e r i a l f o r the e a r l i e s t b r i c k b u i l d i n g s i n the town 
and probably i n the county. Although i t appears u n l i k e l y t h a t Gibson had any 
formal design t r a i n i n g , he served the community as both a r c h i t e c t and master 
b u i l d e r . Gibson provided a s e r i e s of drawings f o r the Shelby County Courthouse, 
suggesting t h a t he was versed i n the p r o f e s s i o n a l p r a c t i c e of a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

Local t r a d i t i o n has long held t h a t Gibson copied the design f o r the Shelby 
County Courthouse from a c a s t l e i n h i s n a t i v e I r e l a n d . While there i s no basis 
t o t h i s s t o r y , i t p o i n t s out the e s s e n t i a l l y romantic character of h i s design. 
V i c t o r i a n t a s t e s ran toward e c l e c t i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l concoctions t h a t suggested 
romantic h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s . Gibson chose a s t y l e and decorative elements 
f o r the courthouse and j a i l t h a t allowed him t o use h i s b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l - -
b r i c k . . . t o the great e s t advantage, w h i l e showing o f f h i s s k i l l as a brickmaker 
and mason. Both the courthouse and j a i l have a medieval f l a v o r i n t h e i r basic 
gabled forms and the use of b u t t r e s s i n g . This suggests the Romanesque Revival 
popular i n the mid-19th century t h a t borrowed from European medieval sources, 
the most prominent Texas example of which i s the c a s t e l l a t e d General Land O f f i c e 
B u i l d i n g i n A u s t i n (1856-58, Conrad C. Stremme, Na t i o n a l Register 1970). 

The Romanesque s t y l e experienced a second wave of p o p u l a r i t y i n the l a t e 
19th century s t i m u l a t e d by the work of H. H. Richardson. The s t y l e t h a t came t o 
be known as the Richardsonian Romanesque used the round-head arch and simple 
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geometric massing i n heavy masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n . While Richardson worked very 
i n n o v a t i v e l y i n b r i c k , he was known f o r h i s work i n stone. His i n f l u e n c e spread 
throughout the country i n the mid t o l a t e 1880s. I t i s pos s i b l e t h a t Gibson was 
aware of Richardson's design f o r T r i n i t y Church i n Boston (1872-1877) t h a t was 
widely acclaimed. Here Richardson used the gabled form, Romanesque arches and 
t o u r e l l e s t h a t were adopted by Gibson i n the Shelby County Courthouse; but i t i s 
also p o s s i b l e t h a t Gibson simply borrowed these forms from patternbooks and 
other p u b l i c a t i o n s a v a i l a b l e t o him. 

Gibson's Shelby County Courthouse design suggests a V i c t o r i a n a e s t h e t i c at 
work, not yet i n f l u e n c e d by Richardsonian Romanesque design. The complex 
facades of arcades, b u t t r e s s e s , t o u r e l l e s , corbeled cornices, and the segmental-
arched p o r t i c o e s and hood molds are most c l o s e l y associated w i t h the V i c t o r i a n 
Romanesque and V i c t o r i a n Gothic s t y l e s . Perhaps the c l o s e s t p a r a l l e l t o 
Gibson's design was i n the contemporaneous or subsequent work of Nicholas J. 
Clayton, a prominent a r c h i t e c t working i n Galveston. I n the Sacred Heart Church 
of 1884 (demolished i n the e a r l y 1900s) Clayton used t o u r e l l e s , groupings of 
t a l l , narrow round-head arches, and decorative brickwork s i m i l a r t o t h a t of the 
Shelby County Courthouse. I n h i s design f o r the U n i v e r s i t y of Texas School of 
Medicine B u i l d i n g of 1889, Clayton again used these forms. The design of the 
t o u r e l l e s around the p r o j e c t i n g porch of the School of Medicine c l o s e l y echoes 
the p a t t e r n of Gibson's Shelby County Courthouse of f i v e years e a r l i e r . Both 
a r c h i t e c t s worked i n b r i c k , the most r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e m a t e r i a l i n t h e i r c i t i e s , 
and t h e i r designs used formed b r i c k s and decorative brickwork t o maximum e f f e c t . 
The modest size and monochromatic f i n i s h e s of the Shelby County Courthouse make 
i t appear s l i g h t l y naive or r e t a r d a t a i r e i n comparison t o i t s more exuberant 
contemporaries of the V i c t o r i a n Romanesque and Richardsonian Romanesque genres. 
Nonetheless, the common inf l u e n c e s are apparent, suggesting t h a t Gibson was 
in f l u e n c e d by n a t i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l trends, probably through the p r o f e s s i o n a l 
l i t e r a t u r e and b u i l d e r s patternbooks of the pe r i o d . The Shelby County 
Courthouse and J a i l are the only known s u r v i v i n g works by Gibson. His only 
other known design, f o r the Panola County Courthouse (1885, demolished 1955), 
was very s i m i l a r t o the Shelby County Courthouse. 

Bids f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n of the courthouse and j a i l were opened on A p r i l 8, 
1884. J.J.E. Gibson won the c o n t r a c t f o r the courthouse at $26,725 and J.F. 
Barnes was given the c o n t r a c t f o r the j a i l at $8,580. Barnes was l a t e r j o i n e d 
by a part n e r neutied H u l l . The commissioners r e q u i r e d Gibson t o superintend the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the j a i l as w e l l as the courthouse. The Courthouse was b u i l t at 
the center of the square w i t h an e n t r y f a c i n g each c a r d i n a l d i r e c t i o n . The j a i l 
was b u i l t a t the northwest corner of the square adjacent t o an e a r l i e r j a i l , 
w i t hout concern f o r any formal planning p r i n c i p l e s . Both b u i l d i n g s were 
e s s e n t i a l l y completed by the summer of 1885. 
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The placement of the j a i l on the square w i t h the Courthouse set a 
precedent f o r p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s constructed i n Center i n subsequent years. The 
t y p i c a l Texas courthouse square i s dominated by a la r g e courthouse of formal 
design w i t h o u t extensive grounds around i t ; t he j a i l and other a u x i l i a r y 
b u i l d i n g s are a block or so o f f the square. I n r e b u i l d i n g i t s j a i l adjacent t o 
the 1885 courthouse, Shelby County perpetuated an e a r l i e r t r a d i t i o n of f r o n t i e r 
communities when small, u t i l i t a r i a n government b u i l d i n g s were grouped together 
on the p u b l i c square. Since Shelby County chose t o b u i l d a r e l a t i v e l y small 
courthouse i n 1885 and had p l a t t e d an unusually l a r g e courthouse square, the 
l o c a l goverrunents had p l e n t y of room t o continue t o b u i l d on the square. Later 
c o n s t r u c t i o n was not l i m i t e d t o county b u i l d i n g s but included municipal 
f u n c t i o n s and ser v i c e s , such as the water towers and the f i r e s t a t i o n . 

When the county government grew, a 1-story b r i c k c l e r k ' s o f f i c e was b u i l t 
at the northeast corner of the square (demolished i n 1945). Although no longer 
ex t a n t , a 1930 photo of the square shows t h i s b u i l d i n g t o have been s t r i k i n g l y 
s i m i l a r t o the j a i l , and i t may have been b u i l t soon a f t e r the o r i g i n a l 
b u i l d i n g s . A l l windows and doors were segmentally arched, l i k e the courthouse 
and j a i l , but the d e n t i l s were l a r g e r and lacked the refinement of those on the 
e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g s . (When a la r g e new courthouse annex was b u i l t i n 1913, the 
c l e r k vacated t h i s small b u i l d i n g , and i t was converted i n t o what was c a l l e d the 
"Woman's Room," a restroom i n the l i t e r a l sense, where l a d i e s could r e t i r e on 
t h e i r t r i p s i n t o town. This b u i l d i n g was replaced i n 1945 by a 2-story b r i c k 
restroom b u i l d i n g . ) 

By the e a r l y 20th century when the county planned the c o n s t r u c t i o n of an 
annex t o augment the small courthouse, a r c h i t e c t u r a l t a s t e s had moved away from 
V i c t o r i a n e c l e c t i c i s m . The C l a s s i c a l Revival s t y l e had gained n a t i o n a l 
prominence from the Worlds Columbian E x p o s i t i o n of 1893 and was widely embraced 
f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s . The Shelby County Records B u i l d i n g of 
1913, designed by Smith and B a r t h e l , A r c h i t e c t s , used subdued d e t a i l s of the 
C l a s s i c a l Revival s t y l e w h i l e r e s p e c t i n g i t s e a r l i e r neighbors i n form, scale 
and m a t e r i a l s . Of more concern t o the county commissioners was t h a t the 
b u i l d i n g be f i r e p r o o f , and the c o n t r a c t w i t h the b u i l d e r s , L.R. Wright & 
Company, s p e c i f i e d metal doors and windows, wire glass, hollow t i l e p a r t i t i o n s 
on both the f i r s t and second f l o o r s , r e i n f o r c e d beams f o r the second f l o o r , and 
a concrete stairway w i t h i r o n newels and balustrades. 

The town's f i r e s t a t i o n has been on the square since about 1908 when the 
Volunteer F i r e Department was organized. Sanborn maps show the o r i g i n a l 
b u i l d i n g t o be on the west side of the square, j u s t n o r t h of the i r o n water 
tower t h a t was probably i n con j u n c t i o n w i t h the s t a t i o n . This f i r e s t a t i o n was 
replaced i n 1933 by the present s t a t i o n , which has been a l t e r e d over the years. 
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For many years the southwest corner of the square was the s i t e of the 
town's water towers. The Sanborn Map of 1912 indicated that there were two 
water towers side by side: an older 50-foot wooden tower and a the 72-foot iron 
tower mentioned above. The wooden water tower had been removed by 1924 when the 
next Sanborn Map was done. The iron water tower remained on the square u n t i l the 
1980s. 

As i n most county seats, the courthouse square was the social epicenter of 
the town. In the 1920s bands regularly performed concerts on the square and the 
local paper e d i t o r i a l i z e d , "The worth of a good band to a town i s untold. I t 
cannot be estimated . . . i t i s a splendid development for the young men of the 
town i n the musical l i n e . " In the summer of 1923 the c i t i z e n r y donated cash, 
paint, and roofing materials t o bu i l d a bandstand on the east side of the 
square. The completed structure was square i n plan, brick up to six feet with 
brick piers at the corners supporting a low roof with broad eaves. I t echoed 
the design of contemporaneous bungalows influenced by the Arts Si Crafts 
Movement. The structure was raised and altered i n 1945 at the time that the 
current women's restroom building was constructed. 

The Shelby County Courthouse Square complex i s unusual i n several ways. 
The platted square i s large, while the courthouse i s r e l a t i v e l y small, being 
simply the focal point of several c i t y and county functions contained on the 
square. The Courthouse and j a i l are d i s t i n c t i v e examples of Romanesque Revival 
architecture and unusual i n the context of Texas courthouses of the period. The 
Shelby County Courthouse Square and i t s buildings break rather than echo the 
design t r a d i t i o n s of t h e i r time, and they are s i g n i f i c a n t as one Texas 
community's d i s t i n c t i v e vision of what t h e i r public buildings should be. 
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