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1. Name of Property 
historic name Sinclair Building 
other names/site number 

2. Locat ion 
nl/al not for publication street & number 512 Main S t ree t 

city, town For t Worth i j / j vicinity 

state Texas code TX county Tar ran t code 439 zip code 7(Sin2 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

Fxl private 
^ public-local 
H public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
[X] building(s) 

H district 
• site 
^ structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1 
0 

Noncontributing 
0 

0 
0 0 

0 

. buildings 

. sites 

.structures 

. objects 
Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register _ Q 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
LiLI nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
Nation^l^egister of Historjo-PTa^tts and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In nf>i/^iniootUbl^,prQpirty ^ r p e e t s does n ^ ^ e n h e National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

-j^i^rteT^^ ;^Aw~/ff.^/ 
Signature of certifying official' Date 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property LU meets CUdoes not meet the National Register criteria. CUsee continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Parle Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

[71 entered in the National Register. 
L ^ See continuation sheet. 

I 1 determined eligible for the National 
Register. LZI See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

m removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) 

ature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Commerce/Trade: Business 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Commerce/Trade: Business 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Mnriprn MnvpTtienf/Arf T)prn 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Concrete 

walls 

roof 

l,imc\sLono, pro-cast concret'c 

Asphal t 
other Grani te 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Sinclair Building, a stepped 16-story Art Deco skyscraper, was b u i l t 
i n 1929-1930, and designed by Fort Worth architect Wiley Gulick Clarkson. The 
building i s comprised of a 14-story U-plan stepped shaft that s i t s on a t a l l 
2-story 95' x 75' base. The building i s constructed of reinforced concrete, 
with limestone and cast stone exterior veneer, along with metal, granite and 
marble. I t i s r i c h l y ornamented with i t s exteriors and i n t e r i o r s displaying 
zigzag motifs accented with Mayan influenced d e t a i l s . The set-back f l o o r s , 
overall height of the building, and the geometric patterns exemplify the 
Zigzag Moderne style - an early phase of Art Deco. The Sin c l a i r Building, on 
the corner of Main and F i f t h Streets, i s v i s u a l l y prominent i n downtown Fort 
Worth, Tarrant County, Texas and has a high degree of i n t e g r i t y . 

The 1st story forms a s o l i d rectangular base that covers the ent i r e 
s i t e . Each of the two street facades has a recessed entry. The primary 
entrance i s centered on the Main Street (east) facade, and i s recessed 11 feet 
while a secondary entrance i s off-center on the F i f t h Street (south) facade. 
The Main and F i f t h Street (southeast) corner i s clipped, exposing a free 
standing s t r u c t u r a l column. The i n t e r i o r features an arcade that originates 
at the Main Street entrance and runs the f u l l depth of the building, 
terminating at the elevator lobby on the west side of the building. Lease 
space flanks the arcade. Office space i s on levels 3-16, and i s arranged i n a 
U-shape with a l i g h t shaft that opens to the north. Each f l o o r has a small 
elevator lobby and a corridor that jogs t o follow the open U-plan. 

The two primary facades of the building are three tone i n color. The 
shaft i s finished i n white Texas limestone. I t i s l a i d i n a running bond 
using pieces predominantly 2'-9" wide x 1'6" high. Details are white cast 
stone, limestone, or metal, and appear at corners, tops of parapets, and above 
the ground f l o o r display windows. The display windows and spandrels i n the 
shaft are accented with color. The spandrels are green cast stone, while the 
base i s red Minnesota granite veneer. The two rear facades are faced with a 
blend of tan and buff colored brick. 

Ix]See continuation sheet 
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S i n c l a i r has a large scale l-story base that i s f u l l y detailed and 
punctuated by display windows divided i n t o f i v e equal bays. From the 2nd 
fl o o r up, the Main and F i f t h Street facades are arranged i n an A-B-A pattern. 
Each facade has a grouping of 6 windows that form a central bay. Each window 
is separated from the next by finished limestone " p i l a s t e r s . " The Main Street 
window grouping i s flanked by a single double-hung window. The F i f t h Street 
window grouping i s flanked by paired double-hung windows. Floor divisions on 
the two street facades are art i c u l a t e d by v e r t i c a l ribbed green cast stone 
spandrels. The building rises 13 stories as a continual face. The central 
bays of the primary facades then step back 3' at levels 14-15. Level 15 has a 
high parapet that conceals upwardly cast flood l i g h t s . Level 16 also has a 
high parapet, i s heavily a r t i c u l a t e d and i s set back another 3'. The parapet 
conceals a f l a t asphalt and gravel roof, and creates a crown for the building 
(photo 1). 

Geometric patterns such as the zigzag, chevron and Mayan "stepped" or 
corbeled arch motifs comprise most of the applied decoration, both exterior 
and i n t e r i o r . They are used as borders around doors, windows, roof li n e s , and 
parapets, and as sculpture on facades, ceilings and i n t e r i o r walls. Accents 
are executed i n Mayan influenced designs. Concentrations of Mayan d e t a i l i n g 
are found i n the form of the Mayan stepped-fret motif i n the Monel (trade name 
for alloy of nickel and copper) screen above the primary entrance, the 
stepped-fret combined with s t y l i z e d foliage i n the limestone parapets, and the 
corbeled arch surrounds at the ground-floor elevator openings (photo 7). 

The character defining feature of the building i s the corbeled arch form 
of the storefront windows that l i n e the street facades. Decorative treatment 
of the primary facades i s concentrated at the base and at levels 14, 15, and 
16. The base i s r i c h l y ornamented with geometric designs executed i n cast 
stone, limestone, and metal. I t i s characterized by corbeled red granite 
openings above display windows. The bays contain large plate glass display 
windows with clear metal frames highlighted by a small, operable leaded glass 
window. This treatment gives the base the appearance of an arcade. The 
effect i s completed by the contrasting white cast stone d e t a i l i n g that covers 
the remaining surface. The cast stone i s r i c h l y detailed. I t incorporates 
v e r t i c a l zigzags divided by ribbed "pilasters" capped with an encased t r e f o i l 
diamond " c a p i t a l . " The zigzag pattern extends from the base corners up to the 
2nd f l o o r , t y i n g the base to the shaft. The parapet at level 13 i s encrusted 
with Mayan stepped-frets, and perched eagle f i n i a l s . The corners of levels 14 
and 15 are beveled and stepped, and are linked v i s u a l l y by 2-story high ribbed 
"p i l a s t e r s . " The building i s crowned by a l-s t o r y parapet a r t i c u l a t e d with 
decorated spandrels and limestone " p i l a s t e r s . " 
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The main entrance i s highlighted by a f i v e panel Monel screen that has a 
central Mayan stepped-fret pattern flanked by a water motif (running fountain) 
and then a foliage motif (blooming flower). Mahogany doors with f u l l glass 
o r i g i n a l l y lead to a vestibule and through a second set of matching doors to 
the arcade. Reconstructed from o r i g i n a l drawings, the f l o o r i s patterned 
marble executed i n square pink t i l e with small dark green accent t i l e s , and a 
banded border with zigzag motif. Corridor walls are f u l l y covered with dark 
green marble veneer. Also reconstructed, based on o r i g i n a l plaster remnants, 
the ornate f o u r - t i e r concrete c e i l i n g i s highlighted i n bronze and s i l v e r , and 
detailed with zigzags, sun bursts, octagonal medallions and foliage motifs. 
The arcade i s i n d i r e c t l y l i t using incandescent lamps concealed behind the 
c e i l i n g with obscure glass set v e r t i c a l l y between the t i e r s of the c e i l i n g . 
Plate glass windows set i n metal frames l i n e both sides of the arcade. 

A stepped archway faced i n green marble leads to the elevator lobby, 
which continues the ornamentation of the arcade. Three v e r t i c a l ribbed Monel 
metal elevator doors are set into stepped, green marble portals. An ornate 
Monel metal mailbox adorns the north wall of the lobby. A cast iron s t a i r 
with ornate r a i l i n g connects the southeast corner of the lobby with a 
mezzanine o f f i c e l e v e l . This level overlooks the 39'-2" x 12'-0" main entry 
space. 

The elevator lobbies on the upper floors are restored with pink marble 
f l o o r t i l e s , bordered, and l a i d i n a running bond pattern, with a 7'-5" high 
pink marble wainscot, and a two-tiered, three bay plaster c e i l i n g decorated i n 
a scallop pattern. Stepped sections of marble once again surround the painted 
and highlighted elevator doors. The public corridor walls and floors match 
those i n the elevator lobby, while the ceilings are finished i n a shallow 
plaster vault. Doors and frames are mahogany. The bathrooms have ceramic 
t i l e f l o o r s , marble wainscotting and t o i l e t s t a l l s , and wall hung plumbing 
f i x t u r e s . 

The most notable o f f i c e space i s i n the southeast corner of the 13th 
f l o o r . I t has been restored t o i t s o r i g i n a l d e t a i l i n g with mahogany paneling 
highlighted by gold painted battens, elaborate border designs of angular and 
f l o r a l motifs, and a painted compass centered on the c e i l i n g . 

Substantial and sometimes insensitive cosmetic changes were made over 
the years to the Sinc l a i r Building. Some of the o r i g i n a l materials were 
removed and some were covered over. The o r i g i n a l Monel screen highlighting 
the entrance was lost many years ago and the replacement i s based on an 
a r t i s t ' s rendering of the o r i g i n a l . In addition, the o r i g i n a l entrance 
c e i l i n g was plaster r e l i e f and i s replicated i n concrete. 
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After careful work beginning i n 1988, the o r i g i n a l character of the 
Sinclair Building has been restored to i t s 1930s appearance. I t i s a vis u a l l y 
prominent building, and a fine early example of a Zigzag Moderne skyscraper 
and the Art Deco style that characterizes downtown Fort Worth. 
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SKETCH MAP 

SINCLAIR BUILDING 
512 Main Street 
Fort Wortfi, Texas 

SOLID BLACK ARROWS INDICATE WHERE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN AT THE GROUND FLOOR 

A SHADED ARROWS INDICATE WHERE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN AT A CORRESPONDING LOCATION 
ON AN UPPER FLOOR OR LEVEL 

CO 

I—) 

< 

APRROX. SCALE •1/16= I'-O" 
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PHOTO LOG 

Photo 1 of 8: 
S i n c l a i r B u i l d i n g ( H i s t o r i c Photo) 
512 Main S t r e e t 
Fort Worth, Tarrant Co., Texas 
Camera f a c i n g Northeast 
Photographer, Danny Biggs 
August 1, 1989 

Negative w i t h Property Manager 

Photo 2 of 8: 

S i n c l a i r B u i l d i n g , SE Corner 
512 Main Str e e t 
Fort Worth, Tarrant Co., Texas 
Camera f a c i n g Northeast 
Photographer, Danny Biggs 
August 1, 1989 

Negative w i t h Property Manager 

Photo 3 of 8: 

Main Entrance, S i n c l a i r B u i l d i n g 
512 Main S t r e e t 
Fort Worth, Tarrant Co., Texas 
Camera f a c i n g West 
Photographer, Danny Biggs 
August 1, 1989 

Negative w i t h Property Manager 

Photo 4 of 8: 

13th Floor E x t e r i o r D e t a i l s , S i n c l a i r B u i l d i n g 
512 Main S t r e e t 
Fort Worth, Tarrant Co., Texas 
Camera f a c i n g West 
Photographer, Danny Biggs 
August 1, 1989 

Negative w i t h Property Manager 

Photo 5 of 8: 

Ground Floor Corner, S i n c l a i r B u i l d i n g 
512 Main S t r e e t 
Fort Worth, Tarrant Co., Texas 
Camera f a c i n g Northwest 
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Photographer, Danny Biggs 
August 1, 1989 
Negative with Property Manager 

Photo 6 of 8: 
Arcade, Sin c l a i r Building 
512 Main Street 
Fort Worth, Tarrant Co., Texas 
Camera facing West 
Photographer, Danny Biggs 
August 1, 1989 

Negative with Property Manager 

Photo 7 of 8: 
Elevator, Ground Floor, Sinclair Building 
512 Main Street 
Fort Worth, Tarrant Co., Texas 
Camera facing West 
Photographer, Danny Biggs 
August 1, 1989 

Negative with Property Manager 

Photo 8 of 8: 
Ceiling Detail, Entrance, Sinclair Building 
512 Main Street 
Fort Worth, Tarrant Co., Texas 
Photographer, Danny Biggs 
August 1, 1989 
Negative with Property Manager 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally O statewide [ x ] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria C J A Q B | X I C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A Q B Q C N/A 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture 1930 N / A 

Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Clarkson, Wilev G., archi tect 
Friedman, Harrv B . , bui lder 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The S i n c l a i r Building i s a f i n e l y a r t i c u l a t e d Art Deco skyscraper that 
opened i n November 1930. I t continued a popular trend of Art Deco building 
design i n Fort Worth that began i n 1927 with the Worth Theater. The building 
design and d e t a i l i n g reflected the most current trends i n both Europe and the 
major c i t i e s of the United States. B u i l t as a resul t of fortunes made from a 
west Texas o i l and gas industry boom, i t housed the Sinclair O i l Company, one 
of the largest independent o i l companies i n the region. I t s form, d e t a i l i n g 
and materials r e f l e c t the emerging prominence of the petroleum industry i n the 
economy of Fort Worth. The Sinclair Building i s nominated to the National 
Register at a local level of significance under C r i t e r i o n C i n the area of 
Architecture as an exceptional example of the Art Deco (Zigzag Moderne) style 
designed by a prominent local architect and executed by s k i l l e d craftsmen. 

Fort Worth had been a burgeoning c i t y for over a decade when the 
Sinclair Building was completed i n 1930. Vast o i l discoveries i n west Texas 
counties (Wichita County 1911, Erath, Stephens and Eastland Counties, 1917) 
had changed the economy of Fort Worth. Previously a c a t t l e and agribusiness 
center supported by a large r a i l r o a d network, the c i t y became a regional 
center for the o i l industry. As a ra i l r o a d hub, i t was ideal for r e f i n i n g and 
d i s t r i b u t i n g o i l , concentrating o i l well d r i l l i n g supplies and o i l company 
administration. Numerous independent o i l companies were created and older 
corporate giants expanded. A great infusion of cap i t a l spurred development, 
and the c i t y experienced a building boom that lasted u n t i l the Great 
Depression h i t i n 1930. 

The S i n c l a i r Building was commissioned i n 1929 by Fort Worth oilman 
Richard Otto Dulaney, designed by Fort Worth architect Wiley Gulick Clarkson, 
and constructed by contractor Harry B. Friedman. Dulaney and Friedman were 
co-owners and dubbed i t The Dulaney Building u n t i l the Sinc l a i r O i l Company 
pre-leased most of i t during construction. The owners made a concerted e f f o r t 
to design the most up-to-date skyscraper i n the c i t y . To that end, they and 

\ x ] See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet 9-1. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
H previously listed in the National Register 
I ] previously determined eligible by the National Register 

I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I x l See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
f x ] State historic preservation office 

ZI Other State agency 
H Federal agency 
H Local government 

I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Austin, TX 

10. Geographicai Data 
Acreage of property l e s s t h a n one 

UTM References 
A L i i A j | 6 | 5 | 6 | 3 | 6 , 0 

Zone Easting 

c L U I I . I I I 

I 3 | 6 | 2 , 5 | 0 , 4 , 0 | 
Northing 

I . I . I . . I 

B _L M 
Zone Easting 

J L L_L_L 
Northing 

J L 

H See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Lots 9, 10, 11; Block 84, Original Town Addition to the City of Fort Worth, Tarrant 
County, Texas as recorded i n Volume 4790, Page 663 of Deed Records of Tarrant County, 
Texas. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

Property includes area h i s t o r i c a l l y associated with building being nominated, 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Lisa Hart , Arch i tec tura l His tor ian (with assistance by Mark LaMay, Archi tec t ) 
organization Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission jjao 7-10-89; 11-13-91 
street & number 
city or town 

P.O. Box 12276 
Austin 

. telephone 5 1 2 / 4 6 3 - 6 0 9 4 

. state Texas , zip code 78711 
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the architect v i s i t e d Chicago, Detroit and New York City before f i n a l i z i n g the 
design (Fort Worth Record-Telegram. July 14, 1929). 

The S i n c l a i r Building was a "modern" skyscraper i n 1930. I t embodied 
the most popular architectural trends and influences of i t s time, and 
contained the most up-to-date mechanical technology (Fort Worth Record-
Telegram, Nov. 16, 1930). The popularity of i t s form and d e t a i l i n g can be 
traced to the 1925 Exposition Internationale des Artes Decoratifs et 
Industriels Modernes (Paris Exhibition) i n France. Whereas, the overall form 
of the buildings exhibited remained f a m i l i a r , the d e t a i l i n g had been pared 
down and became part of an overall sculptural e f f e c t through the use of 
geometric shapes and patterns. The popularity of the Art Deco skyscraper 
image was spurred by the ideas that were showcased, expecially the method of 
construction using reinforced concrete and application of metal as a 
decorative material. Flattened and angular metal designs produced a 
decorative vocabulary. The Paris Exhibition popularized abstracted images and 
patterns of geometric shapes, foliage, animal and human forms, water motifs 
(such as running fountains) and "exotic" cultures' motifs. 

The popularity of the Art Deco style was due to the r e l a t i v e ease of 
construction u t i l i z i n g reinforced concrete structure and an image of newness 
and innovation. As such, the Art Deco movement took hold as a dominant style 
for new corporate architecture i n the country. 

The d e t a i l on the Sinclair Building reflected the new style and was 
comprised of what had rapidly become classic zigzag patterns interspersed with 
Mayan influenced motifs from southern Mexico, Guatemala, and Honduras. The 
vocabulary and treatment of the Zigzag Moderne style on the Si n c l a i r Building 
was derived from the Paris Exposition and included a fountain motif, foliage, 
flowers, sun bursts, zigzags, octagons, and ribbed " p i l a s t e r s " capped with an 
encased t r i f o i l diamond " c a p i t a l . " The Mayan influenced motifs include Mayan 
stepped-frets (figures 2, 3) which are reminiscent of foliage and/or water. 
Additionally, the ground f l o o r i s art i c u l a t e d by equal bays of corbeled arches 
(figure 4). The building form i s t r a d i t i o n a l Zigzag Moderne, the early phase 
of Art Deco. The set backs and jagged silhouette, combine with balance and a 
spare, clean, unbroken mass to accentuate the v e r t i c a l i t y of the skyscraper. 

The attention t o d e t a i l , the intensely worked surface d e t a i l i n g , and 
sophisticated building design make the Sinc l a i r Building one of Fort Worth's 
fine s t examples of the Art Deco (Zigzag Moderne) s t y l e . 

The S i n c l a i r Building went through a period of decline that resulted i n 
insensitive changes such as covering o r i g i n a l wall and c e i l i n g materials, 
removing the Main Street entrance i n 1959, removing the stepped entry c e i l i n g . 
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marble f l o o r s , wainscotting, and Monel g r i l l s . Restoration work was begun i n 
1988 by the Reaut Corporation. Major repairs were made to the limestone 
veneer and other exterior materials as well as i n t e r i o r materials. For 
excut\ple, drop ceilings were removed, o r i g i n a l plaster exposed and reworked, 
the Monel entrance screen was recreated i n steel, the o r i g i n a l Main Street 
entrance was r e b u i l t , and other extensive and detailed work was accomplished. 
The Reaut Corporation applied for the tax credit program i n 1991 and i s 
awaiting National Park Service approval of the completed work. 
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Figure 2 

Proskouriakoff, p. 77 

Figure 3 

Proskouriakoff, p. 87 
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Figure 4 

Robicsek, p. 37 
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