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by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, 
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1 • Name of Property 

historic name C u r t i s , A l i c e Ghormley, House 

other names/site number 

2. Location 

street & number 1626 South Washington S t rppf 

city or town A m a r i l l o 

state Texas code TX county _ 

. Î ZlAnot for publication 

ULA vicinity 

P o t t e r code 375 zip code 791 f)1 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this E nomination 
n request for determination of eligibility meets the documenfation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
1X1 meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property tje considered significant 
D natipaally D stateMMle \S locally. ( D Seexontinuation sheet for additional comments.) 

f^y(f r4 /^^^ 
of certifyini 

State H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i r p r , Texas H i s t o r i c a l Crnnmi .<̂ si rin 
State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
7 ^ Cutored In t h a — 

Vational Re^lBtft 
I hereby certify that the profierty is: 

E n t e r e d in the National Register. 
O See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

ED removed from the National 
Register. 

• other, (explain:) 

S Ignature of the Keeper Date of Action 



C u r t i s , A l i c e G h o r m l e y , H o u s e 
Name of Property 

P o t t e r C o u n t y . T e x a s 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

E private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

building(s) 
• district 
• site 
• structure 
• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

2 0 

0 0 

0 0 

n n 

2 0 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

D o m e s t i c : S i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Commercial: Business 

Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

C l a s s i c a l Rev iva l 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ^^^^.k 

walls Brick 

roof. 

other. 

Wood 

Wood 

Concrete 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

See Continuation Sheets 7-1 through 7-4. 
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Section number Page Amariiio, potter county, TX 

Description: 

The Alice Ghormley Curtis House i s a 2-story, frsune, c l a s s i c a l l y 
influenced dwelling with a center passage plan and a low pitched, bellcast, 
hipped roof. The foundation i s red brick, the exterior walls are yellow 
brick, and the roof i s covered with wood shingles. On a large l o t with 
several large elm trees, the Curtis House fronts east on Washington Street i n 
a r e s i d e n t i a l area of Amarillo, about 10 blocks south of the central business 
d i s t r i c t . In the place of a front lawn i s a large concrete parking l o t . At 
the northwest corner of the l o t i s a frame garage that i s Contributing. The 
buildings are i n excellent condition and r e t a i n t h e i r i n t e g r i t y t o a high 
degree. 

Potter County i s i n the Texas Panhandle, on the south portion of the 
High Plains. The county's t e r r a i n i s l e v e l p r a i r i e land, broken by the 
Canadian River and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s . Amarillo (1990 population 168,693) serves 
as county seat and the region's economic hub based on agriculture and the 
petrochemical industry. The south part of the town (beginning at South 29th 
Street) i s i n Randall County. The community follows a g r i d plan that has 
l i t t l e v a r i a t i o n (see USGS map). The Curtis House was b u i l t p r i o r t o the 
p l a t t i n g of the Bivins Addition, i n which i t now stands. 

The main (east) facade has a f u l l width, l - s t o r y porch with a s o l i d red 
brick balustrade that wraps around to the north elevation (see Photograph 1). 
Large, white columns are spaced ecjuidistantly and support the porch's f l a t 
roof with i t s denticulated cornice and modillioned eaves; columns freuming the 
off-center entry steps are grouped i n threes. The fro n t door i s flanked by 
sidelights and Tuscan p i l a s t e r s . Two 1/1 wood windows are on either side of 
the door; a l l windows on the house have cast concrete s i l l s and l i n t e l s . A 
large, pedimented, gable dormer with wood siding has a t r i p a r t i t e window, with 
ornate tracery i n the upper sashes. Tuscan p i l a s t e r s are on either side of 
t h i s window. The pediment features an elaborate cartouche with garlands and 
modillioned eaves. A small widow's walk with wrought iron cresting crowns the 
building's hipped roof. Two chimneys are most v i s i b l e from t h i s facade. 

The porch wraps around t o the east side of the north facade (see 
Photograph 2). A concrete ramp with an iron r a i l provides handicap access to 
the porch and building. Centered on t h i s facade i s a t r i p a r t i t e window with 
transom; the transom has ornate tracery d e t a i l i n g . Above t h i s window i s a 
gable dormer with wood siding, boxed cornice returns, and modillioned eaves. 
A pair of 1/1 wood windows i s centered on the dormer. 

A frame addition with a hipped roof dominates the back (west) facade 
(see Photograph 3). The addition may have o r i g i n a l l y been added as a porch. 
I t existed as early as 1921, the f i r s t time the house appears on Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Company maps. Wood windows are 1/1. Centered on t h i s facade i s a 
wood sided, pedimented, gable dormer with a single 1/1 wood window. 

The south facade of the house has 3-bays. Protruding s l i g h t l y , the 
central bay features a pair of 1/1 wood windows. Above i s a dormer that 
echoes the dormer on the north facade. 

The symmetrical i n t e r i o r of the Curtis house follows a center passage 
plan. The 1st f l o o r has rooms flanking a central h a l l (see Continuation Sheet 
7-3); l i v i n g areas were on t h i s f l o o r while bedrooms were on the 2nd (see 
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Continuation 7-4); currently both f l o o r s provide o f f i c e space. The i n t e r i o r 
exhibits refined wood d e t a i l i n g that includes deep cornice moldings with an 
egg and dart motif, elaborate door and window surrounds, and i n t r i c a t e l y 
carved fireplace mantels (see Photograph 5). The 1st f l o o r entry h a l l i s 
drounatically separated from the back h a l l s t a i r by massive Tuscan columns and 
squared p i l a s t e r s (see Photograph 6). 

At the rear of the house i s a Contributing 1-story frame garage. The L-
plan building has a wood shingle intersecting gable roof and holds two cars 
(see Photograph 7). Two outbuildings, a windmill and a c i s t e r n , are no longer 
extant. 

The Curtis House has not undergone major a l t e r a t i o n s ; the property 
retains i t s i n t e g r i t y of set t i n g , location, design, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association. 
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C u r t i s , A l i c e Ghormley, House 
Name of Property 

P o t t e r County, Texas 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
{Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

• A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

L B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

® C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the tjoxes that apply.) 

Property is: N/A 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 
C G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 

within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Period of Significance 

1906 

Significant Dates 

1906 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

S i n g l e t o n , J . D . 

Narrative Statement of Significance See Con t i nua t i on Sheets 8-5 and 8 -6 . 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography See C o n t i n u a t i o n Sheet 9 -7 . 
(Cite the tKDOks, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N /A 
n preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested 
r previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

E State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
, i Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
E Other 

Name of repository: 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission, A u s t i n , TX 
P re se rva t i on A m a r i l l o , A m a r i l l o , TX 



C u r t i s , A l i c e Ghormley, House 
Name of Property 

P o t t e r County, Texas 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property l e s s than one acre 

UTIM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 | l | 4 | I 2| 4| 0| 6| 6| 0| I 3| 8| 9, 8| 3, 8, 0| 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 ^ I I I I I I I I I I . I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

See C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t 1 0 - 8 . 
Boundary Justification c o n t i n u a t i o n Sheet 10-8, 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

_L I I 
Zone Easting 

4 I I I I I I I I I 
Northing 

I I 
• See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title S a l l y S. V i c t o r and L a r r y D. Hodges 

organization date J u l y , 1989; Feb. , 1992 

street & number P.O. Box 1280 

city or town Mason 

telephone 915/347-5794 

state TX 2ip code ^^^^^ 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A SIcetch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative b\ack and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

C a r o l e D u r r e t t 
name. 

street & number ^ "^^ telephone N/A 

city or town A m a r i l l o state TX zip code 79105 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Statement of Significance: 

The 1906 Alice Ghormley Curtis House i s a product of the h i s t o r i c a l 
r e v i v al styles that dominated r e s i d e n t i a l design from the turn of the century 
through the 1940s. E l i g i b l e at the local level of significance, the house 
meets C r i t e r i o n C i n the area of Architecture, as an excellent example of 
exuberant Classical Revival d e t a i l i n g . 

U n t i l i t s 1887 incorporation the Amarillo area remained a remote region 
of Texas. The community experienced boomtown growth i n the l a s t decade of the 
19th century. This surge i s due to the 1887 construction of the Fort Worth 
and Denver City Railroad through Potter County. Amarillo savored remarkable 
growth propelled by i t s position as a railhead for c a t t l e ranches i n the Texas 
Panhandle (by 1900 the Southern Kansas, the Pecos and Northern Texas, and the 
Chicago, Rock Island and Gulf railroads had forged through town), and i t s 
v i t a l role i n the cotton industry. The population almost t r i p l e d between 1890 
and 1900. This large i n f l u x of residents heralded a construction boom that 
resulted i n unprecedented building. 

Alice Ghormley Curtis b u i l t the house at 1626 South Washington Street i n 
1906. She was born i n 1852 i n Tennessee and moved to Jack County, Texas, with 
her family around the time of the C i v i l War. In 1868 she married W.R. ( B i l l ) 
Curtis, a Texas Ranger and prominent Panhandle rancher. The couple moved to 
Henrietta, Texas, i n 1881. He had extensive ranching interests i n Texas and 
further west as w e l l . After her husband's 1901 death, Curtis moved to 
Amarillo and b u i l t t h i s house, which she li v e d i n u n t i l her 1923 death. 

Local contractor J.D. Singleton (1861-1928) b u i l t the house. A native 
of Alabama, he came to Amarillo i n 1902 by way of McClennan County, Texas. He 
f i r s t entered the local planing m i l l business, and served as a general 
contractor by 1905. Singleton served as contractor on many buildings i n the 
Panhandle. 

Popular interest i n the 1893 World's Fair, widely available pattern books 
of the era, and the increasing a c c e s s i b i l i t y of pre-fabricated parts 
influenced c l a s s i c a l l y designed residences at the turn of the century. The 
1893 World's Colun±>ian Exposition i n Chicago aroused an inte r e s t i n reviving 
classical styles that became prevalent throughout the country during the f i r s t 
half of the 20th century, while pattern books and pre-fabricated parts exposed 
and p r o l i f e r a t e d t h i s interest to a larger audience. A Classical Revival 
residence i s generally defined with a 1-story porch that i s supported by 
classical columns. 

While the asyirunetrical wraparound front porch, and pyramidal roof are 
more common to e a r l i e r Victorian era architecture. Classical Revival d e t a i l s 
define the Curtis House. On the exterior, ornate classical columns with 
Tuscan capitals support a 1-story porch that dominates the facade. Other 
t y p i c a l characteristics include t r i p a r t i t e fenestration configurations, 
pedimented dormers with decorative garlands, and dramatic d e n t i l s and 
modillions. I n t e r i o r Classical d e t a i l s include decorative swags that adorn 
the bay windows and transoms, deep molding on door and window surrounds, and 
large columns with Tuscan and Ionic capitals. 
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The Curtis' oldest son, James Owen, l i v e d at the residence with his 
family as early as 1915. Since that time the house has had a succession of 
owners. Presently the building houses o f f i c e s for Amarillo Consolidated 
Travel. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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Preservation Program Recommendations. Amarillo: Amarillo H i s t o r i c a l 
Preservation Foundation/City of Amarillo, 1981. 

Potter County. Mechanic's Liens: 2:364. 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps. 
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Verbal Boundary Description: 

Bivins Addition, Block 121, Lots 5 and 6 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

The boundary includes the area that has been h i s t o r i c a l l y associated with the 
property and that retains i t s h i s t o r i c and arch i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . 
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Photograph Log 

A l i c e Ghormley C u r t i s House 
1626 Washington Str e e t 
A m a r i l l o , P o t t e r County, Texas 
Photographed by La r r y D. Hodge 
1988 
Negatives w i t h Preservation A m a r i l l o , A m a r i l l o , Texas 
East facade, camera f a c i n g west 
Photograph 1 of 7 

A l i c e Ghormley C u r t i s House 
1626 Washington S t r e e t 
A m a r i l l o , P o t t e r County, Texas 
Photographed by Betty Howell 
May 1989 
Negatives w i t h Preservation A m a r i l l o , A m a r i l l o , Texas 
North facade, camera f a c i n g southwest 
Photograph 2 of 7 

A l i c e Ghormley C u r t i s House 
1626 Washington S t r e e t 
A m a r i l l o , P o t t e r County, Texas 
Photographed by Betty Howell 
May 1989 
Negatives w i t h Preservation A m a r i l l o , A m a r i l l o , Texas 
West facade, camera f a c i n g northeast 
Photograph 3 of 7 

A l i c e Ghormley C u r t i s House 
1626 Washington S t r e e t 
A m a r i l l o , P o t t e r County, Texas 
Photographed by Betty Howell 
May 1989 
Negatives w i t h Preservation A m a r i l l o , A m a r i l l o , Texas 
South facade, camera f a c i n g northwest 
Photograph 4 of 7 

A l i c e Ghormley C u r t i s House 
1626 Washington S t r e e t 
A m a r i l l o , P o t t e r County, Texas 
Photographed by Larry D. Hodge 
1988 
Negatives w i t h Preservation A m a r i l l o , A m a r i l l o , Texas 
I n t e r i o r , 1st f l o o r , southeast corner room, camera f a c i n g northwest 
Photograph 5 of 7 

A l i c e Ghormley C u r t i s House 
1626 Washington S t r e e t 
A m a r i l l o , P o t t e r County, Texas 
Photographed by Larry D. Hodge 
1988 
Negatives w i t h Preservation A m a r i l l o , A m a r i l l o , Texas 
I n t e r i o r , I s t f l o o r , center hallway, camera f a c i n g west 
Photograph 6 of 7 
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Alice Ghormley Curtis House 
1626 Washington Street 
Amarillo, Potter County, Texas 
Photographed by Larry D. Hodge 
1988 
Negatives with Preservation Amarillo, Amarillo, Texas 
East facade of garage, camera facing west 
Photograph 7 of 7 
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