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1. Name of Property 

historic name Kress Building 

other names/site number 

2. Location 

street & number 1109 Broadway 

city or town Lubbock 

state 

J J ^ not for publication 

N[/?^vicinity 

Texas 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

code county Lubbock code 303 zip code 79401 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 13 nomination 
n request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 

meeJa-D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• n.«rtforia(ly • stat^wjid^lSlatally. ( • See contfnliaHDn sheet for additional comments.) 

certifyir  

S t a t e H i s t o i 
State of Federal agency and bureau 

Preservation Officer H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
T ^ ^ j y " Signature of the Keeper totereO i n Date of Action I hereby certify that the property is: 

Hentered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the 
National Register 

EH See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

ID removed from the National 
Register. 

n other, (explain:) 



Kress Building 
Name of Property 

L u b b o c k C o u n t v , T e x a s 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

E private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

Ca building(s) 
• district 
• site 
• structure 
• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 0 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions)  

Commerce/trade: department s t o re 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Commerce/trade; specialty store 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Miss ion Rev iva l 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation concrete 

walls 
b r i c k 

roof. 

other 

asphal t 

terra cotta, marble 

terrazzo, glass 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

See Con t inua t ion Sheets 7-1 and 7-2, 
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De s c r i p t i o n : 

The 1932 Kress B u i l d i n g i s a 2-story masonry Mission Revival i n f l u e n c e d 
commercial e d i f i c e w i t h a rec t a n g u l a r plan and a f l a t r o o f . Constructed of 
r e i n f o r c e d concrete, the e x t e r i o r w a l l s bear b u f f b r i c k veneer w i t h decorative 
marble and t e r r a c o t t a and the roof i s covered w i t h asphalt. Two blocks west 
of the Lubbock County Courthouse, the Kress B u i l d i n g i s centered on a 
commercial block f a c i n g n o r t h on Broadway. I n e x c e l l e n t p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n , 
the b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s a high l e v e l of a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y . 

Lubbock County i s i n northwest Texas on the south p o r t i o n of the High 
Plai n s . The county's t e r r a i n i s l e v e l , broken by hundreds of playas. Lubbock 
(1990 p o p u l a t i o n 187,863) serves as county seat and as the region's economic 
hub, based on agribusiness and ser v i c e i n d u s t r i e s . The community f o l l o w s a 
s t r i c t r e c t i l i n e a r s t r e e t plan l a i d out on the c a r d i n a l d i r e c t i o n s , and i s 
ge n e r a l l y f l a t w i t h l i t t l e v a r i a t i o n . (See USGS map.) 

The main (north) facade of the b u i l d i n g f o l l o w s the form of a 2-part 
v e r t i c a l block (see Photograph 1 ) . I t s 1-story base has two i d e n t i c a l bays; 
each has a recessed, centered, double glass door w i t h transom. The t e r r a z z o 
f l o o r t h a t l i n e s each entrance i d e n t i f i e s the pro p e r t y as "Kress." Display 
windows w i t h copper frames curve inward t o meet each entrance. These windows 
are elevated from the ground w i t h dark marble bases. Terra c o t t a t i l e s l i n e 
the f a r east and west sides of t h i s facade, the area t h a t separates the two 
bays, and the s t r e t c h above the d i s p l a y windows and entrances. A metal canopy 
d i v i d e s the base from the 2nd s t o r y . Five s t y l i z e d t e r r a c o t t a boars heads 
hold t i e rods t h a t support the canopy, which appears t o be pressed copper w i t h 
"Kress" centered on each bay. 

The upper p o r t i o n of the b u i l d i n g i s d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r i d e n t i c a l bays 
t h a t provide a strong v e r t i c a l emphasis. Paired 2/2 metal windows are j u s t 
above the canopy. Spandrels, of b u f f b r i c k l a i d i n de c o r a t i v e basket weave 
and stacked bond p a t t e r n s , separate the transoms from the 2nd l e v e l ' s p a i r e d , 
4/4 metal windows. This s e r i e s of windows, framed by slender t e r r a c o t t a 
p i l a s t e r s , e s t a b l i s h e s the v e r t i c a l rhythm of the bays. Atop each 2nd l e v e l 
window p a i r i s a f r e e l y i n t e r p r e t e d t e r r a c o t t a pediment t h a t u t i l i z e s a s h e l l 
m o t i f surrounded by c u r v i l i n e a r t e r r a c o t t a molding. The molding terminates 
i n a v o l u t e shape t h a t r e s t s aside each p i l a s t e r . O v e r a l l , t h i s t e r r a c o t t a 
embellishment has a rounded, almost f l o r a l , geometric c o n f i g u r a t i o n . The 
parapet features glazed t e r r a c o t t a t i l e and c u r v i l i n e a r t e r r a c o t t a molding 
w i t h a s l i g h t "Alamotif" a t the east and west edges, and an accentuated 
"Aleunotif" a t the center w i t h attached gold l e t t e r s bearing the "KRESS" name 
i n s e t . 

The remaining e l e v a t i o n s bear l i t t l e d e c o r a t i v e d e t a i l i n g . The b u f f 
b r i c k wraps around t o the west sides, but i s discontinued several f e e t back 
and red b r i c k i s s u b s t i t u t e d . Several 4/4 metal windows are evenly spaced; 
the northernmost window has a metal f i r e escape. The b u f f b r i c k also wraps 
around t o the east side and the remainder of t h i s w a l l i s red b r i c k . The east 
e l e v a t i o n i s a p a r t y w a l l at the 1st l e v e l and bears no f e n e s t r a t i o n above. 
The back (south) side i s red b r i c k w i t h three e q u i d i s t a n t 4/4 metal windows 
and a metal s e r v i c e door at the southeast corner i n t o the a l l e y . The ser v i c e 
door went t o a service e l e v a t o r a t t h i s corner. 
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The 1st level of the building's i n t e r i o r i s a large r e t a i l space (see 
Photograph 2). A row of f i v e 14-foot columns along the center divides the 
room. The columns are pla i n with the exception of an unusual Art Deco-
influenced c a p i t a l ; the ca p i t a l i s echoed on the p i l a s t e r s that l i n e the 
walls. Between the p i l a s t e r s , the plaster walls are embellished with 
decorative panel molding. The o r i g i n a l Otis passenger elevator and a wood 
stairway, both at the northwest i n t e r i o r of the building, access the 2nd level 
and the basement. No longer i n use, the upper level o r i g i n a l l y provided 
o f f i c e space. I t has a wood f l o o r , beaded wood wall p a r t i t i o n s , and a plaster 
c e i l i n g . Also no longer i n use, the basement o r i g i n a l l y was storage space and 
remains unfinished. 

Although the Kress Building has experienced some alt e r a t i o n s , these 
s l i g h t disturbances do not detract from the overall d i s t i n c t i o n of the 
building. The building continues to convey i t s significance through i n t e g r i t y 
of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 



Kress Building 
Name of Property 

Lubbock County, Texas 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

• A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

H C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations N/A 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Period of Significance 

1932 

Significant Dates 
1932 

Significant Person 

(Complete if Criterion 8 is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Sibbert, Edward F. 

Narrative Statement of Significance See Con t i nua t i on Sheets 8-3 and 8 - 4 . 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography See Continuation Sheet 9-5. 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N / A 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

B State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
E Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commissinn, Austin. TX 

City of Lubbock, Planning Dept., Lubbock, TX 



Kress Building 
Name of Property 

Lubbock Countv, Texas 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property l e s s than one acre 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 | l | 4 | | 2 | 3 i 6 | 8 i 0 i 0 | | 3 | 7 | l i 9 | 5 i 2 i 0 | 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 ' 

J L 

J L J J L 

Zone Easting  

4 I I I I I I J L 

Northing 

I \ \ I I I I 
• See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

S e e C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t 1 0 - 6 . 
Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Mary K e l l y C r i t e s ( a s s i s t ed by Amy E. Dase, H i s t o r i a n , THC) 

organization C i t y o f Lubbock Planning Department 

street & number P-0. Box 2000 

city or town. Lubbock 

riatfi May 1989; May 1992 

telephone 806/767-2106 

state zip code 79457 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form; 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name G o o d w i l l I n d u s t r i e s 

Street & number 715 28th S t ree t 

city or town Lubbock 

tfllftphnnR 806/744-8419 

State zip code 79404 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Statement of S i g n i f i c a n c e : 

The 1932 Kress B u i l d i n g i s a Mission Revival i n f l u e n c e d b u i l d i n g i n 
downtown Lubbock. Edward F. S i b b e r t , the company's c h i e f a r c h i t e c t from 1929 
u n t i l 1954, designed the b u i l d i n g . A b o l d commercial investment i n the midst 
of the Great Depression, the b u i l d i n g i s nominated under C r i t e r i o n C as a w e l l 
c r a f t e d l o c a l example of commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e w i t h d e c o r a t i v e t e r r a c o t t a 
f e a t u r e s . 

U n t i l i t s 1909 i n c o r p o r a t i o n and the a r r i v a l of the Santa Fe r a i l w a y the 
Lubbock area remained a remote r e g i o n of Texas. During the 1920s the 
community experienced boomtown growth, i n d i c a t e d by a 408 percent increase i n 
p o p u l a t i o n d u r i n g the decade. This growth i s l a r g e l y c r e d i t e d t o a g r i c u l t u r a l 
successes, e s p e c i a l l y c o t t o n . Already a r a i l hub, the 1923 establishment of 
Texas Technological College and the 1928 expansion of the Fort Worth and 
Denver South P l a i n s Railway i n t o Lubbock allowed the community t o become 
i n c r e a s i n g l y s i g n i f i c a n t t o the region. 

By 1928 the Samuel H. Kress Company, a n a t i o n a l r e t a i l c o r p o r a t i o n 
founded i n 1896 and based i n New York, already had 23 b u i l d i n g s across the 
s t a t e of Texas. With r a i l w a y expansion i n t o the South P l a i n s came progressive 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r commercial growth i n t h i s r e g i o n . The " f i v e and dime s t o r e " 
company took advantage of these newly developed t r a n s p o r t a t i o n l i n e s and began 
plans f o r a Kress B u i l d i n g i n Lubbock i n 1931 when they signed a 50-year lease 
f o r the two l o t s on Broadway. The lease s t i p u l a t e d t h a t the company construct 
a b u i l d i n g on the p r o p e r t y , maintain i t , and pay a l l r e l a t e d taxes. 

Edward F. Sibbert (1899-1969) signed a r c h i t e c t u r a l plans f o r the 
m a j o r i t y of Kress stores constructed between 1929 and 1954. Sibbert attended 
the P r a t t I n s t i t u t e from 1919 t o 1920 and s t u d i e d s t r u c t u r a l engineering. 
From 1921 t o 1922 he received t r a i n i n g i n a r c h i t e c t u r e from C o r n e l l 
U n i v e r s i t y . He worked f o r several a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m s , mostly on the east 
coast u n t i l he began working f o r the Kress Company. P r i o r t o 1929 several 
a r c h i t e c t s designed Kress stores across the country. Most of t h e 21 Texas 
b u i l d i n g s f o l l o w e d a r c h i t e c t u r a l design i n f l u e n c e s of Spanish C o l o n i a l and 
Mission r e v i v a l s . Throughout h i s career w i t h Kress, Sibbert's b u i l d i n g s 
employed these popular r e v i v a l s ; although, the seven stores designed i n Texas 
during h i s tenure i l l u s t r a t e d these r e v i v a l s using modernistic 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . 

The Kress B u i l d i n g i n Lubbock i l l u s t r a t e s Sibbert's t r a n s i t i o n from 
popular r e v i v a l s t o modernistic a r c h i t e c t u r e . Subtle A r t Moderne i n f l u e n c e s , 
such as v e r t i c a l i t y and geometric forms, are interwoven w i t h the dominant 
Mission Revival ornamentation t h a t adorns the Kress B u i l d i n g ' s 2-part v e r t i c a l 
block form. The c u r v i l i n e a r t e r r a c o t t a molding, as w e l l as the s t y l i z e d 
pediments on the window bays and the parapet, are common t o Mission Revival 
design. These fea t u r e s mimic the r o o f parapets and other d e t a i l s found on 
some Spanish c o l o n i a l - e r a mission b u i l d i n g s . M i s s i o n - s t y l e d a r c h i t e c t u r e 
commonly borrowed t y p i c a l Hispanic design elements, l i k e c u r v i l i n e a r parapets, 
and adapted them t o embellish more t r a d i t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s . More c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of A r t Deco design i s the t e r r a z z o f l o o r s and l e t t e r i n g at each entrance. 
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The Kress Company operated the r e t a i l business u n t i l 1975 and the 
b u i l d i n g remains a s t r i k i n g h i s t o r i c resource i n Lubbock's c e n t r a l business 
d i s t r i c t . Goodwill I n d u s t r i e s purchased the b u i l d i n g and continues t o use i t 
f o r r e t a i l purposes. The Mission Revival i n f l u e n c e d b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s a high 
degree of a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y and the b u i l d i n g i s a w e l l preserved 
reminder of Lubbock's e a r l y 20th century development. 
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B i b l i o g r a p h y 

Cohen, J u d i t h Singer. Cowtown Moderne; A r t Deco A r c h i t e c t u r e of Fort Worth, 
A r c h i t e c t u r e . College S t a t i o n : Texas A&M Press, 1988. 

Koyl, George S. American D i r e c t o r y of A r c h i t e c t s . New York: American I n s t i t u t e 
of A r c h i t e c t s , R.R. Bowker Company, 1955 (p. 505) and 1962 (p. 641). 

Lubbock Chamber of Commerce. The Hub. November 1930. 

Lubbock County. Warranty Deeds, 167:491, 496, 1439:628, 632. 

Thomas, Bernice. I n t e r v i e w , 8 May 1992. (Thomas' research on Kress Company and 
Foundation i s sponsored by the Smithsonian.) 



NPS fom, ^a-»Xht OUe Apfimti Ho. 1024-0}, 
( M B ) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

10 6 Kress B u i l d i n g 
Section number Page Lubbock, Lubbock Co., Texas 

Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n : 

Lubbock O r i g i n a l Townsite, Lots 19 and 20; pro p e r t y has 50 f e e t of frontage on 
Broadway and extends 115 f e e t back (south) from Broadway. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

The boundary includes the area t h a t has been h i s t o r i c a l l y associated w i t h the 
property and t h a t r e t a i n s i t s h i s t o r i c and a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . 
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PHOTOS 7 Kress B u i l d i n g 
S e c t i o n n u m b e r P a g e L u b b o c k , Lubbock C o . , Texas 

Photograph Log 

Kress B u i l d i n g 
1109 Broadway 
Lubbock, Lubbock County, Texas 
Photographed by S a l l y Abbe 
A p r i l 1989 
Negative w i t h Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
North facade, camera f a c i n g south 
Photograph 1 of 3 

Kress B u i l d i n g 
1109 Broadway 
Lubbock, Lubbock County, Texas 
Photographer unknown 
Circa 1950 
Negative w i t h C i t y of Lubbock Planning Department 
Stre e t scene, Kress B u i l d i n g at r i g h t center, camera f a c i n g southeast 
Photograph 2 of 3 

Kress B u i l d i n g 
1109 Broadway 
Lubbock, Lubbock County, Texas 
Photographer unknown 
Circa 1945 
Negative w i t h C i t y of Lubbock Planning Department 
I n t e r i o r , camera f a c i n g south 
Photograph 3 of 3 
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