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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (see continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-30). 
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DESCRIPTION  

General Description 
The Henderson Commercial Historic District includes much of the historic downtown of 

Henderson, Texas (see Map 1). The district encompasses approximately 13 city blocks, within an 
area bounded roughly by Fordall, Marshall, Elk, Van Buren, and Jackson streets. The streets, 
blocks, and lots follow a grid pattem; however, the large, setback, open space at the intersection of 
N./S. Main and E./W. Main streets distinguishes downtown Henderson from most others in Texas. 
Prior to 1928, the original courthouse square occupied this intersection, and Henderson's business 
district developed with the square as its focal point. Such a trend typified most of the state's other 
contemporaneous county seats. After the County abandoned the building in 1928, following 
construction of a new courthouse one block north, the original courthouse square was left open, 
giving downtown Henderson a most uncommon and distinctive physical feature. Despite the 
relocation of the courthouse, most of the late 19th and early 20th century commercial buildings that 
encircled the former courthouse site survive and retain much of their integrity. Other historic 
resources within the confines of the district are four institutional (governmental) buildings, a funeral 
home, a water tower, and three small sections of brick streets; these resources date to the 1920s and 
1930s. Almost every property is either one or two stories high, with load bearing masonry 
construction. Brick exteriors are most common, although stucco covers the original brick finish of 
18 buildings. In general, the historic resources are in good condition and are still used for 
commercial retail, office, or governmental purposes. Most of the buildings display only minimal 
amounts of stylistic omamentation and can be classified as vemacular properties. The most 
prominent architectural stylistic influences in the district are the Late Victorian Italianate and 
Romanesque Revival styles of the late 19th century and the Art Deco style of the 1920s and 1930s. 
The district includes a total of 79 properties; 41 are old enough and retain sufficient integrity to be 
classified Contributing. Of the 38 Noncontributing properties, only eight postdate the district's 
period of significance. 

Physical Setting and Features 
The Henderson Commercial Historic District is near the geographic center of Henderson, the 

county seat of Rusk County in East Texas. Land within the community is hiUy, with small creeks 
and drainages that generally mn southwest toward the Angelina River or northeast toward the Sabine 
River. The district occupies one of the highest elevations in Henderson. Terrain within the district 
is relatively flat with no waterways. The only notable examples of vegetation in the district are the 
trees and grass lawn on the courthouse square. 

The district boundaries include virtually all of Henderson's historic downtown, traditionally 
the symbolic heart and focal point of the community since its founding in 1844. The area remains a 
bustling, vibrant node of commerce and trade, and almost every building in the district is occupied 
and in use. The vast majority of buildings within the district were constmcted before 1945, and 
renewed interest in the downtown, due largely to a successful Main Street downtown revitalization 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 
(8-861 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Henderson Commercial Historic District 
Section 7 Page 6 Henderson, Rusk County, Texas 

program, has resulted in renovation projects on many of the historic buildings. Although blocks just 
beyond the district boundaries are used primarily for commercial and retail purposes, these areas 
contain vacant or parking lots, modem (post 1945) buildings, or historic stores that have been so 
severely altered that little evidence of their historic fabric survives. Thus, the historic district is 
distinct from its surroundings from both a historical and architectural perspective. 

Within the district, a grid pattem of streets and blocks prevails; however, the dimensions of 
the blocks vary (see Map 2). The smallest (Blocks 1, 10, 11, and 14) are those that surround the 
former courthouse square site, whereas the largest (Block 119) is near the east boundary. Lot sizes 
are rectangular in shape, but are not uniform in their dimensions or orientation. This formation 
indicates the somewhat random pattem of development. Principal thoroughfares are E. Main and S. 
Main streets, although extensions in opposite directions (west and north) are also important arteries 
in the community. 

The district is densely developed and the most intact concentrations of historic resources exist 
along the 100 block of E. Main Street (Photographs 1, 2, 3, and 4); both sides of the 100 block of 
S. Main Street (Photographs 5 and 6); the west side of the 100 block of N. Jackson Street 
(Photograph 7); and the east side of the 100 block of N. Marshall Street (Photograph 8). The 
district's largest open space is the expansive intersection of E./W. Main and N./S. Main streets 
where the original courthouse once stood. The current configuration has existed since 1928, when 
Rusk County Commissioners erected a new courthouse one block north and demolished the previous 
courthouse. The City subsequently converted the former courthouse square site into public parking 
lots. The northeast comer of the intersection has been redeveloped into a landscaped esplanade 
(Map N4) that is a prominent feature within the district, but detracts from its historic character. 
Most other open spaces, currently used for parking, mark the former sites of historic commercial 
buildings. Examples include lots south of 106 S. Main Street (Map No. 63); north of 121, 123, and 
127 E. Main Street (Map Nos. 15, 16, and 17); and south of 110, 112, and 114 E. Main Street 
(Map Nos. 23, 24, and 25). The present courthouse square also contains a statue and the 
comerstone of the 1878 courthouse on the front (east) lawn. 

Property Types 
Of the 71 historic resources in the district, 67 are commercial buildings that date to the late 

19th and early 20th centuries (see Maps 3 and 4). These historic commercial properties possess 
varying physical characteristics and associative qualities that can be categorized into subtypes. 
Architectural historian Richard Longstreth developed a method to analyze commercial architecture 
that explains the commercial buildings within the Henderson Commercial Historic District 
(Longstreth 1987). Rather than relying on the applied stylistic omamentation as the sole means of 
building classification, Longstreth identifies and catalogs commercial properties by the composition 
and organization of facades. This typology proves effective in the analysis of vemacular buildings 
that comprise the bulk of the historic built environment in cities throughout the nation. Nonetheless, 
stylistic omamentation remains a significant tool for analyzing commercial properties. Stylistic 
features reveal much about a building's period of constmction and the relative wealth of its original 
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owner, as well as broad trends in a town's architectural history and development. However, few 
comparably sized communities have buildings easily classified as examples of particular architectural 
styles. Commercial buildings with distinctive stylistic features typically display only minimal 
amounts of detailing associated with a particular style or architectural movement. Moreover, many 
buildings are hybrids that incorporate a variety of styles and thus thwart attempts to neatly order 
them in a single, easily defined classification. Stylistic omamentation, as a consequence, remains 
secondary to facade composition as the most useful method to understand downtown Henderson's 
commercial architecture. 

Most buildings in the Henderson Commercial Historic District fall within the subtypes of One 
Part or Two Part Commercial Block (see Map 4). Of these two subgroupings, the One Part 
Commercial Block, which includes 53 properties, is the more common. Found throughout the 
historic downtown, extant examples remain most heavily concentrated in the 100 blocks of E. Main 
and S. Main streets (Photographs 2, 3, 5, and 6). The oldest ones, erected in the 1880s, are in the 
100 block of E. Main Street (Photographs 2 and 3). More recent examples from the 1920s and 
1930s are in the 100 block of N. Jackson Street (Photograph 7). A small number occupy comer 
lots, but most are row buildings, wedged between 2-story buildings that anchor downtown comers, 
such as the north side of the 100 block of E, Main Street (Photograph 3). Local illustrations of the 
One Part Commercial Block are remarkably similar despite constmction over a 50 year span of 
time. All of them feature rectangular building footprints with load bearing masonry constmction. 
Locally manufactured brick is the predominant constmction material, though some buildings that 
date to the 1920s and 1930s utilize stmctural tile constmction. Most of the properties are 
vemacular buildings, displaying only modest amounts of stylistic omamentation. When originally 
completed, the main elevation typically had three bays, with the entrance in the central bay. The 
entries usually consisted of single or double doors with wood frames and plate glass openings. 
Large display windows provided ample room for the merchants to show their goods. Another 
common feature of the facade was the placement of a row of fixed transoms above the storefront 
openings. These transoms not only contributed to a sense of openness to the facade's heavy 
appearance, but they also provided a source of natural light for the interior. Elaborate detailing 
typically crowned the parapet, where the most distinctive architectural omamentation was seen. 
Corbeled brickwork or cast stone coping were popular features, as were inset panels within the 
parapet. Proprietors or store owners sometimes painted their names in these panels. 

Property Type: One Part Commercial Block 
The simple configuration of the One Part Commercial Block made this building type 

remarkably resilient and popular for an extended span of time. Only subtle variations distinguish 
those examples that date to the 1880s from those erected, for example, in the 1930s. The most 
common difference can be seen in the parapet, where corbeled brickwork typically indicates 
constmction during the late 19th or very early 20th centuries. Buildings that date to 1920s and 
1930s often have parapets whose only distinctive omamentation is cast stone coping along the top 
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and string courses with geometric (zigzag) detailing across the parapets. Some buildings of the 
period also have fluted cast stone piers at each comer of the facade. 

Only a handful of buildings categorized as One Part Commercial Block buildings remain 
virtually unaltered. The building at 112 N. Marshall (Map No. 103, Photograph 8) is a good 
example. More often, however, store owners renovated or remodeled properties over the years as a 
way to be more fashionable and up to date. Much of this type of work occurred in the boom years 
that followed the discovery of oil in northwest Rusk County in 1930. Several downtown property 
owners either applied completely new storefronts to their buildings or installed new doors and 
windows. The building at 123 E. Main Street (Map No. 16, Photograph 3) is a prime example of 
the former trend. Originally constmcted about 1885, the store received a "facelift" in the 1930s. 
The new storefront incorporated detailing indicative of the Art Modeme style, an architectural 
expression rarely found in small communities. Overall, the majority of the One Part Commercial 
Block buildings in the district retain sufficient integrity to be considered Contributing (see Inventory 
of Properties and Definition of Categories). 

Property Type: Two Part Commercial Block 
The other predominant subtype of commercial buildings is the Two Part Commercial Block, 

which includes 15 properties or approximately 25 percent of the total number of resources. As its 
name connotes, the Two Part Commercial Block has a facade partitioned into two distinct divisions 
or zones. By definition (Longstreth 1987:24-53), they range from two to four stories in height. 
Except for the 4-story First National Bank Building (Map No. 98, Photograph 2) at 101 S. Marshall 
Street, local examples are 2-story buildings. Properties in this category typically occupy prominent 
lots, and all but three occupy comer lots at street intersections. With one exception, the oldest Two 
Part Commercial Block buildings are near the original courthouse square, at the intersection of the 
E./W. Main and N./S. Main streets. The lone exception, the Flanagan Brick Block (also known as 
the Mays and Harris Building, Map No. 99, Photograph 8), stands on a parcel that visually anchors 
the east side of the historic downtown. The stepped arrangement of Blocks 14, 15, and 119 (see 
Map 2) makes the lot on which this building stands one of the most visible in downtown Henderson. 

Unlike their 1-story counterparts. Two Part Commercial Block buildings typically have 
facades with stylish architectural omamentation; however, such detailing varies greatiy. Some of 
the nine extant examples constmcted during the last two decades of the 19th century display Late 
Victorian Romanesque Revival style detailing. Noteworthy illustrations include the Merritt Building 
(Map No. 20, Photograph 1) and the Petty Store (E.B. Alford Building, Map No. 9, Photograph 4). 
Local interpretations of this style feature round arched openings above second floor windows. The 
windows typically are double hung and have 2/2 lights with vertical muntins. The parapet usually 
has omate brickwork with corbeling. 

Another locally popular architectural stylistic influence seen on Two Part Commercial Block 
buildings of the late 19th century is the Late Victorian Italianate. Distinctive elements include the 
use of segmental arched openings on the second floor and stylized classical forms, such as the use of 
a pediment in the parapet. The two extant examples are the upper portions of the Opera House 



NPS Form 10-900-. OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 
(8-861 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Henderson Commercial Historic District 
Section 7 Page 9 Henderson, Rusk County, Texas 

(Dotson-Norvel Building, Map No. 28, Photograph 10) and the Masonic Lodge (Map No. 65, 
Photograph 15). style. The Opera House has continuous hood molds with keystones above the 
second floor window openings that are signature traits of Italianate architecture. 

The First National Bank Building (Map No. 98, Photograph 2) is the most eclectic building in 
the district. The edifice displays omamentation associated with three different styles, each of which 
reflects important periods of growth in the bank's history. When completed in 1902, the building 
originally displayed a mixture of color and materials typical of the Romanesque Revival style; 
however, a major remodeling effort in the 1910s imposed a more formal, classically inspired 
exterior. The round arched windows on the northeast comer were the only stylistic omamentation to 
survive this renovation effort. Architectural elements such as the 2-story pilasters and the molded 
comice changed the building's appearance to the Classical Revival style. When bank directors 
decided to expand in 1931, they simply added two additional stories to the building in 1931 and left 
the older section in its 1910s state. Rather than conform to the classically inspired character of the 
building, these additions featured Art Deco motifs, such as stylized molding below the parapet. 

The Art Deco style enjoyed marginal popularity among downtown property owners who 
constmcted Two Part Commercial Block buildings during the 1930s. The two Amold Office 
Buildings (Map Nos. 52 and 53, Photographs 7 and 11) on N. Jackson Street are prime examples. 
Both buildings have stylized, geometric decorations in their parapets and comer pilasters that reveal 
a strong Art Deco influence. 

Historic resources classified as either One or Two Part Commercial Block comprise the vast 
majority of the total number of commercial buildings in the district; however, other less common 
property types are also found. With its slightly projecting comer bays, the former Palace Theater 
(Map No. 48, Photograph 7) is an example of an Enframed Window Wall building, a form typically 
used in the constmction of movie theaters from the 1920s to the 1940s (Longstreth 1987:75). The 
theater, nonetheless, fits in well with the prevailing physical character of the historic downtown. It 
rises to a height equivalent to a 2-story building, features a brick exterior finish, and abuts an almost 
block long row of commercial buildings to the north. 

Although it defies classification into Longstreth's typology, the Sinclair Service Station (Map 
No. 5) on W. Main Street is another distinct and easily identifiable subtype of commercial building. 
It has a box form with an open service bay that extends from the main section of the building. The 
stucco exterior and the use of tile panels along the pent roof suggest a modest influence of the 
Spanish Colonial Revival style. The building is on a relatively large lot and stands alone, in 
contrast to the rows of commercial properties that characterize much of Henderson's downtown. 

Property Type: Institutional Buildings 
Institutional Buildings include federal, county, and municipal govemments buildings erected 

with public monies. These buildings became prominent architectural landmarks in the downtown 
after their completion for several reasons. Unlike the commercial properties that typically share 
party walls with their neighbors, these institutional buildings usually are detached and freestanding. 
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Moreover, architects typically designed these institutional buildings, which are among the grandest, 
most stylish, and finely crafted edifices in the community. 

The four properties in this grouping include the Rusk County Courthouse (Map No. 67, 
Photograph 12), the Rusk County Jail (Map No. 68), the Post Office (Map No. 84, Photograph 13) 
and the City Fire Station (Map No. 96), and all exhibit distinctive stylistic features. The Rusk 
County Courthouse and the Rusk County Jail are difficult to classify. Their stepped block massing, 
steel frame constmction and masonry exterior finish typify those same elements used on most public 
architecture of the late 1920s and 1930s, and they display a hybrid of both Classical Revival and Art 
Deco detailing. The Post Office exhibits Classical Revival omamentation. The City Fire Station is 
essentially a Two Part Commercial Block with Art Deco detailing. Noteworthy architectural 
detailing includes the modillions with ax and helmet reliefs. 

Property Type: Stmctures 
The Henderson Commercial Historic District includes two stmctures. The first stmcture is 

the water tower (Map No. 47, Photograph 11), the tallest historic resource downtown. It consists of 
a six-legged metal base and a metal tank with a conical roof. This stmcture has not changed since 
its 1931 completion. The second stmcture includes portions of the old brick streets. The City 
launched a downtown brick paving program in 1925. The City subsequently covered most of the 
brick streets with asphalt during the 1950s, but three sections of brick street pavements survive 
within the confines of the district. In a good state of repair, they are in the 100 block of W. Fordall 
(Map No. 106A), the 100 block of E. Main (Map No. 106B, Photograph 4), and the 100 block of 
E. Elk (Map No. 106C, Photograph 14). 

Conclusion 
Except for the water tower, the brick streets, and a handful of buildings, most historic 

properties in the district have been altered over the years. Many of these changes took place before 
1945 and within the district's period of significance. As such, the alterations may reflect a vital 
trend in local history and may also represent an important part of a building's physical evolution. 
The First National Bank, for example, was originally constmcted in 1902, but was remodeled in the 
1910s and again in 1931. Each change not only dramatically altered the property's appearance, it 
also indicated periods of community prosperity and commercial expansion. 

Changes post dating the district's period of significance have a detrimental effect on the 
historic character of both the individual property and the entire district. Motivation for these 
alterations stemmed primarily from downtown property owners "upgrading" or "modemizing" 
building storefronts. Finely crafted brickwork, such as that seen in the parapets of many buildings, 
lost its appeal and was considered old fashioned by the late 1940s and early 1950s. Merchants 
instead wanted their stores to appear streamlined, and they often hired contractors to remove or 
cover original historic fabric. 

The Henderson Commercial Historic District contains a large grouping of historic resources 
that reflect the role of the city as the area's commercial and govemmental center. Although most 
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historic buildings and stmctures have been changed since their original constmction, the relative 
severity of these alterations does not detract much from the historic character and ambiance of the 
overall district. Only a small number of post 1945 buildings diminish the district's ability to invoke 
a sense of time and place. Recent renovation efforts, many undertaken under the auspices of the 
City's Main Street Program, have revitalized the historic downtown, keeping it a vibrant and 
bustling center within Henderson, the county seat of Rusk County. 

Definition of Categories 
All properties are categorized as either Contributing or Noncontributing to the district's 

historic and physical character. Because the district is nominated under Criterion A for its 
significance in local history, the historic architectural character of the buildings, both individually 
and collectively, is less important than if the district were also nominated under Criterion C for its 
architectural significance. Nevertheless, the district and its components must retain enough integrity 
to enhance and convey its role as the commercial and govemmental center of Henderson and Rusk 
County. 

Integrity 
The issue of integrity is critical for the Henderson Commercial Historic District because so 

many of the buildings have been altered over the years. Yet, the concentration of historic properties 
and the common physical traits they share clearly distinguish the district as a distinct and well 
defined part of the city. 

The National Park Service (NPS) lists seven aspects that define integrity. The following 
definitions are used primarily to determine if individual properties or historic districts are eligible 
for the National Register; here, they are applied to evaluate whether properties in the Henderson 
Commercial Historic District are Contributing or Noncontributing. 

• Location—the place where the historic property was constmcted or the place 
where the historic event occurred. 

• Design—the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, 
stmcture, and style of a property. 

• Setting—the physical environment of a historic property. 
• Materials—the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a 

particular period of time and in a particular pattem or configuration to form a 
historic property, 

• Workmanship—the physical evidence of a particular culture or people during 
any given period in history or prehistory, 

• Feeling—2i property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a 
particular period of time. 

• Association—the direct link between an important historic event or person and a 
historic property. 
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All seven aspects of integrity are considered when evaluating the district, its boundaries, and 
determining Contributing or Noncontributing status. However, some are more important than 
others, depending on the criteria under which a property is nominated. The most important aspects 
applicable to the Henderson Commercial Historic District and its components are integrity of 
setting, association, and feeling. 

Integrity of setting refers primarily to the district's manmade features and their relationship 
to their surroundings. Because the district encompasses most of the city's historic commercial and 
govemmental center, the vast majority of the buildings and stmctures share common physical and 
historical traits that set the district apart from adjacent areas. The high density of development, the 
prevailing 1- and 2-story scale of the buildings, and the frequency of masonry constmction are 
primary factors that establish integrity of setting for historic properties in the district. 

Integrity of feeling is the combined effect that additions, alterations, and other changes have 
on the aesthetic and historic character of a resource. To assess integrity of feeling, one must 
evaluate the salient features of a particular resource type and determine to what extent the property 
resembles its appearance when the district achieved significance (1883 to 1945). Additions changing 
the overall form and alterations to character defining elements, such as replacement of original 
windows and doors and the application of new materials over historic fabric, can be pivotal factors 
in assessing integrity of feeling. 

Integrity of association links the district and its historic resources to the area's significance as 
a commercial and govemmental center and are sufficiently intact to convey that affiliation. By its 
definition, the district includes properties that are associated with Henderson's historic downtown. 
Loss of integrity of association results if physical alterations and changes in use are so severe as to 
make the property appear different from when the district achieved significance (1883 to 1945). 

Other aspects of integrity-materials, design, and workmanship—concem more directly the 
physical attributes of the district and its components, but are less critical than integrity of location, 
setting, feeling, and association. The nomination defines the district's historic property types and 
their major physical characteristics. Common alterations that affect these aspects include the 
covering of the original exterior finishes with stucco, metal, or paint and the replacement, covering, 
or changing of door, window, or transom openings. For the district, these changes by themselves 
do not necessarily compromise integrity. Mitigating factors include: 

• Property type 
• Date of the change 
• Placement of the property within a block 
• Combined effect that such alterations have on a building's original or historic 

appearance. 

The replacement of the original storefront on a One Part Commercial Block building, for example, 
will have a greater negative impact on that property's historic character than a similar change on a 
Two Part Commercial Block building. The latter may still retain noteworthy masonry work on the 
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second floor and in the parapet. If the historic property's basic form remains intact, its historic 
appearance and fabric are largely maintained, and its present appearance helps to invoke the 
district's overall historic character and ambiance, the resource still retains its integrity. 

The most common alterations characteristic of the district and the effect they have on 
integrity are stucco, metal slip covers, painted masonry surfaces, and storefront changes. 

Stucco. Many property owners applied stucco to the exteriors of their downtown buildings 
from the late 1930s through the 1950s. Motivated primarily for aesthetic reasons, they 
sought to make their stores appear more modem and stylish. The use of stucco gained 
popularity because it covered the elaborate brickwork on many of the facades that, at that 
time, was considered to be old fashioned and out of date. Other owners, prompted by more 
practical reasons, applied stucco because to cover deteriorating brick used in the original 
constmction of their buildings. 

Regardless of the impetus, the visual impact of stucco and the degree to which it 
affects historic integrity depend on a number of factors. Contractors who applied the 
stucco generally covered the original brick surface but left important design features 
intact. The result typically was a uniformly smooth surface except at the top where 
the covering of corbeled brickwork often created a stepped effect at or near the 
parapet. Stucco affixed before 1945 falls within the district's period of significance 
and thus represents part of a building's (and the district's) physical evolution. 
However, the application of stucco after 1945 is considered, for the sake of this 
nomination, insensitive to the districts's overall historic character. Examining historic 
photographs of downtown Henderson has proved to be the primary method of 
estimating the date that stucco was applied to buildings. 

Another factor to consider when assessing stucco and its effect on historic integrity 
is the type of building on which it was applied. Stucco is less noticeable on a One 
Part Commercial Block than it is on a Two Part Commercial Block building because 
the former has a smaller surface area and thus is less obvious. Also, Two Part 
Commercial Block buildings have upper floor window openings with hood molds or 
other decorative elements that are critical and character defining elements. If the size 
of the openings is changed or covered, the stucco negatively impacts a property's 
design features and thus compromises historic integrity. 

The application of stucco is a problematic alteration, especially for those buildings 
that are among the oldest in the district. The Merritt Building (Map No, 20, 
Photograph 1) and the Flanagan Brick Block (Map No, 99, Photograph 8), present 
two different approaches to the stucco issue. Owners of the Merritt Building were 
among the first to renovate their property during the present revitalization movement 
of downtown Henderson, Stucco, which had b^n applied about 1950, was removed 
to uncover the building's original exterior finish and brickwork. Although the work 
may have revealed historic architectural and design elements, the removal of stucco 
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damaged the durable, outer surface, leaving the brick more porous and vulnerable to 
water damage. Most downtown property owners, such as those of the Flanagan Brick 
Block and the Masonic Building (Map No. 65, Photograph 15), have left the stucco in 
place primarily because of the expense to remove it. They have opted instead to paint 
the stucco gray or beige to "freshen up" the appearance of their buildings. 

Metal Slip Covers. An exterior alteration that always adversely affects integrity is the 
placement of sheet metal over the facade. Unlike stucco, which bonds with the 
exterior finish, the metal panels are bolted to the fronts and thus are easier and less 
costly to remove and generally less damaging to the original materials. The trend to 
install the metal false fronts gained popularity during the 1950s and 1960s, well 
beyond the district's period of significance. The Flanagan Brick Block (Map No. 99, 
Photograph 8) once had a metal slip cover over its facade, but renovation efforts in 
1990 successfully removed the metal panels. In this case, the metal had covered a 
stucco exterior finish that, according to historic photographs, had been applied in the 
late 1930s. The removal of the metal slip cover also revealed the original round arch 
openings and fenestration pattem in the second floor that are reflective of fundamental 
design elements of the historic district. Although the metal slip covers, like stucco, 
have a varying affect on integrity depending on the type of building, the overall 
negative impact to a building's historic integrity is so severe that a building with a 
metal false front is always considered to be intmsive to the historic character of a 
building and the district. 

Painted Masonry Surfaces. Many downtown property owners have painted the brick 
or stucco on the exteriors of their buildings. Although such work may give the 
building a "fresher" look, the paint covers original or historic fabric and may 
diminish a property's ability to convey its sense of time and place. On buildings with 
brick exteriors, paint covers both the original dark colored brick and the light colored 
mortar and creates an exterior with a uniform color that subtly, and adversely, affects 
historic character. Paint conceals the original exterior finish, a fundamental and 
character defining trait on any building, but only minimally affects integrity. 

Storefront Changes. Another common kind of exterior alteration involves the 
entrances, display windows, and transoms on the commercial buildings. Possibly 
because of rot or merely for aesthetic reasons, property owners sometimes replaced 
wood door frames or window sashes with metal ones. Sometimes, such as 121 S. 
Main (Map No, 78, Photograph 5), the original configuration and fenestration pattems 
were left intact. However, owners typically installed new doors that are flush with 
the display windows. At 112 E. Main (Map No, 24, Photograph 2), the storefront 
has an angled doorway that completely changes the character and feeling of the 
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facade. Still other store owners covered transoms on their storefronts after lowering 
the ceilings for installing central heat and air conditioning systems. 

As with other alterations, the degree to which storefront changes affect integrity 
also depends on the building form and the time period the work was completed. 
Many of the district's One Part Commercial Block buildings, for example, display 
minimal architectural omamentation, and their storefronts often display distinctive 
design, feeling, and workmanship elements. The installation of new display windows 
and doors on a One Part Commercial Block typically will more severely impact 
integrity than similar changes to a Two Part Commercial Block with its upper floor 
intact and in its original condition. If the window and door arrangement remains 
unchanged, despite the introduction of new materials, integrity is retained. The 
impact of covering transoms is dependent upon the number and severity other 
changes. 

Many property owners with buildings dating to the late 19th century changed their 
storefronts in the early 1930s after the East Texas oil boom greatly stimulated the 
local economy and the downtown. Because they were completed within the district's 
period of significance, these changes have importance in their own right and are 
significant. 

The classifications Contributing and Noncontributing reflect the degree to which alterations, 
such as those just described, affect integrity and indicate whether a property adds to, or detracts 
from, the district's overall historic character. However, as previously stated, the aspects of integrity 
most relevant to the district are those dealing with historical factors. 

Evaluations 
Table 1 contains assessments of every resource in the district. Organized by Map Number, 

the table analyzes important attributes of each property and justifies decisions regarding Contributing 
or Noncontributing status within the district. The table is designed for "Yes" or "No" evaluations. 
Contributing properties are those that meet the established Contributing Requisites and have a total 
"Yes" tally in the remaining columns that equals or exceeds the number of "No" responses. The 
Contributing category includes buildings and objects that enhance the district's overall historic 
character or are individually significant. This designation means that the property was built before 
1945 and appears much as it did between 1883 and 1945 when the district achieved significance. 
Contributing properties not only retain their integrity of association, feeling, and setting, they also 
maintain salient physical features of their property type designation, as defined earlier. 

Properties in Table 1 that do not meet all Contributing Requisites or have a greater number 
of "No" responses in the remaining columns are classified as Noncontributing. These properties 
detract from the district's overall historic character. Most of the properties in this category are 
historic (pre 1945) properties so severely altered that little, if any, of their original or historic fabric 
is recognizable. Others postdate the district's period of significance and possess littie or no 



NPS Form 10-900-. OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Henderson Commercial Historic District 
Section 7 Page 16 Henderson, Rusk County, Texas 

architectural or historic significance that relates to the district. They lack the kinds of physical 
attributes and characteristics that distinguish the area as a cohesive collection. 

Besides identifying and justifying Contributing and Noncontributing status for resources in 
the district, the table is also useful as a tool for local property owners to know what kinds of 
alterations exist and where they should concentrate rehabilitation activities to restore integrity to 
their buildings. Whether or not a building is classified as Contributing or Noncontributing, property 
owners are strongly encouraged to use The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation 
and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings as the basis for any exterior renovations or 
remodeling projects. Copies of these standards and guidelines may be obtained from the Texas 
Historical Commission in Austin. 

Column Definitions are as follows: 

Contributing Requisites lists the aspects of integrity that must be present for a 
property to be categorized as Contributing. These aspects, including integrity of 
Association, Setting, and Feeling, are defined earlier in the "Definition of 
Categories." This requirement reflects the overriding historical significance of the 
district and its nomination to the National Register under Criterion A. 

Fenestration Pattem - Ground Floor refers to the arrangement of window and door 
openings on the ground level. Although the size, proportion, and placement of these 
openings are important attributes on all buildings, they are particularly prominent on 
One Part Commercial Block buildings. Most such properties have windows and doors 
grouped within a three bay storefront. A double door entrance is set within the 
recessed central bay, and the outer bays contain large, single light, display windows. 
Buildings retaining their original or historic (pre 1945) fenestration pattem on the first 
floor are indicated with a "Yes" in this column. 

Fenestration Pattem - Upper Portion applies only to multiple story buildings. Like 
the fenestration pattem in the storefront, openings on upper floors represent 
distinctive physical features, and the enclosing of these windows can substantially 
change a building's appearance and historic character. A "Yes" response indicates 
that window openings have not been altered since 1945 when the district's period of 
significance ends. 

Materials in Storefront pertains to the constmction materials used in storefronts. 
Most of the district's buildings originally had storefronts of wood and glass, but many 
owners have subsequently installed metal window and door frames since 1945. Some 
owners partially enclosed window openings with brick that is different from that used 
in the building's constmction. A "Yes" response in this column indicates that the 
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materials used in the storefront or on the ground level date to the building's original 
or historic appearance. 

Exterior Materials - Upper Portion applies to the kind of materials used in the upper 
sections of the buildings. Stucco, which is the most common type of alteration in this 
category, can represent a historically acceptable alteration if the material was applied 
within the district's period of significance. If, however, it was applied after 1945, the 
stucco is considered historically inappropriate. Many downtown property owners 
have painted the brick exteriors of their buildings. Although such an alteration is 
considered historically inappropriate and is discouraged by the Secretary of the 
Interior Guidelines for Rehabilitation, paint only minimally detracts from a building's 
integrity. Metal slip covers, on the other hand, completely obscure constmction 
materials and drastically alter the building's appearance. A "Yes" response means 
that the property retains original or historic materials above the storefront or ground 
level. 

Architectural Elemems Intact refers to distinctive architectural detailing that identifies 
a historic property as an example of an architectural style or form. Stylistic 
omamentation typically appears in the parapet or around upper floor window 
openings. For vemacular buildings, such as One Part Commercial Block buildings, 
that display minimal amounts of stylistic omamentation, the most significant 
architectural features include the storefront, the parapet, and the use of brick in 
constmction. Changes to these basic, character defining elements can severely detract 
from a building's historic qualities. A "Yes" response in this category indicates that 
stylistic detailing and significant physical attributes are intact. 

Parapet Detailing Intact means that the brickwork capping the top of a building 
survives without any significant physical changes. The parapets typically display fine 
craftsmanship, such as corbeling, and represent important character defining elements, 
especially on vemacular buildings. Covering a parapet with stucco can represent a 
significant modification. A "Yes" response indicates the parapet retains its original 
form and exterior finish and has not been altered significantly. 

Salient Physical Features Imact refers to principal elements—massing, form, and 
plan—that are characteristic of a historic property and the extent to which alterations 
may have affected a building's historic appearance. In the processing of renovating 
their buildings, some property owners have added architectural elements that make 
their stores appear newer, cleaner, and more appealing to customers. In some cases, 
these changes are acceptable if the work was completed within the district's period of 
significance. If, however, the work occurred after 1945 or if it included the addition 
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of architectural omament that is unrelated to the building's historic form or style, the 
changes do not reflect s historic appearance and are considered inappropriate. A 
"Yes" response indicates that the building does not have any significant alterations or 
architectural detailing or omamentation added to the facade after 1945. 
Total Yes includes the number of "Yes" responses for properties that meet all of the 
Contributing Requisites. An "N/A" is inserted for properties that have a "No" 
response for any of the Contributing Requisites. 

Total No includes the number of "No" responses for properties that meet all of the 
Contributing Requisites. An "N/A" is inserted for properties that have a "No" 
response for any of the Contributing Requisites. 

Status indicates the property's classification as either Contributing ("C") or 
Noncontributing ("N") to the district. 
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TABLE 1 

VUp No. Coolrfiwtilic Requiiitc. FcncAntioo 

Pioeni -

Gmind Floor 

FeoMUition 

PiOero 

Upp«r PortjoD 

MturUU in 

SlorefraM 

Ejclrnor 

M.icr i .U -

Upper PoclioQ 

Architecturml 

Demenu Inuct Dcuiluif 

Inucl 

Salieot PhjracJ 

pMtUCM lolKt 

Toul 

Y M 

Toul 

No 

i 
Sunu VUp No. 

AatadHioo FMliag 

FcncAntioo 

Pioeni -

Gmind Floor 

FeoMUition 

PiOero 

Upp«r PortjoD 

MturUU in 

SlorefraM 

Ejclrnor 

M.icr i .U -

Upper PoclioQ 

Architecturml 

Demenu Inuct Dcuiluif 

Inucl 

Salieot PhjracJ 

pMtUCM lolKt 

Toul 

Y M 

Toul 

No 

i 
Sunu 

4 No Y M No Y M N/A Y M No No N/A No N/A N/A N 

S Y M Y M Y M Y M N/A Y M Y M Y M N/A Y M 5 0 C 

6 Y M Y M No No N/A No No No N/A No N/A N/A N 

^ No Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

X Y « Y M Y M Y M N/A No No No No No 1 5 N 

9 Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M No Y M No No Y M 4 3 C 

10 Ye. Y M Y M Y M Y M No Y M Y M Yei Y M 6 1 C 

11 Y M Y M Y t . No N/A No Y M Y M Y M Y M 4 2 C 

12 Y M Y M Y M Y M N/A No Y M Y M Y M Y M 5 1 C 

13 Y M Y M Y M Y M N/A No Y M Y M Y M Y M 5 1 c 
14 No Y M No Y M N/A No No No Y M No N/A N/A N 

15 No Ye. No Y M N/A No No No Y M No N/A N/A N 

16 Y M Y M Y M Y M • N/A Y M No Ye. No Y M 4 2 C 

17 No Y M No No No No No No No No N A N/A N 

19 Y M Y M No No N/A No Y M No Y M Y M N/A N/A N 

Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M No Y M No Y M No 4 3 C 

Y M Ye. Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M 7 0 c 

n Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M No Y M 6 1 c 
73 Y M Y M Y M Y M N/A Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M 6 0 c 
14 No Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

23 J No Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 
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TABLE 1, CotfusuED 

M . p N o . Cootributing R«]aui(M Femtration 

Ptflcta-

Ground Floor 

FeneMntion 

Pi Item 

Upper Portion 

M.teri.1. in 

Storefront 

Euerior 

M.leri .1. -

UppM Portion 

Architectural 

Element, louct 
Pirapet 

Deuilinc 

Intact 

Saliea FhjrBcal 

FMturM htact 

Total 

Y n 
Total 

No 

SU.U. 

AnocUtioa Sttdog Feelin{ 

Femtration 

Ptflcta-

Ground Floor 

FeneMntion 

Pi Item 

Upper Portion 

M.teri.1. in 

Storefront 

Euerior 

M.leri .1. -

UppM Portion 

Architectural 

Element, louct 
Pirapet 

Deuilinc 

Intact 

Saliea FhjrBcal 

FMturM htact 

Total 

Y n 
Total 

No 

SU.U. 

26 Y M Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

27 Y M Y M Y M No N/A No Y M No No Y M 2 4 N 

2« Y M Yt, Y M No Yei No Y M No Y M No 3 4 N 

29 Y M Y M No No No No No No No No N/A N/A N 

30 Y M Yei Yei Y M N/A Y M Y M Ye. Y M Y M 6 0 C 

31 Y M Y M Y M Y M N/A No Y M Yei Y M Yei 5 1 c 

3« Y M Y M Y M Y M N/A No Y M Y M Y M Y M 5 1 c 

47 Y M Y M Y M N/A N/A N/A Yei Y M N/A Yei I 0 c 

4S Y M Y t i Ye» No Ye. No Ye. Y M Y M No 4 3 c 

49 Y M Yei Y M Y M N/A No Y M Ye. Yei No 4 2 c 

50 Y M Ye. Y M Y M N/A No Yei Y M Y M No 4 2 c 

51 No Yei No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

S2 Y M Y M Y M Y M Yei Y M Y M Y M Ye. Y M 7 0 c 

53 Y M Ye. Ye. Y M Yei Y M Y M Y M Ye. Y M 7 0 c 

5« No Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

57 No Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

5S No Ye« No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

59 Y M Yei Y M No N/A No No Y M No Y M 2 4 N 

60 No Ye« No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

61 Y M Y M Y M Y M N/A No Yei Yei Yei No 4 2 C 

62 Y M Yei Y M Y M N/A No Y M Y M Y M No 4 2 C 

Continued 
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TABLE I , ComNUED 

Map No. CootrflHitlnf RaquitttM Fenettration 
Paoem -

Orouod Floor 

Feneitiation 

Pattern 

Upper Portion 

Material! in 
Storefront 

Exterior 
M.teri .1. -

Upper Poctiao 

Architectunt 
Elements lnl.ct 

Parapet 
Deuiling 

Intact 

Salient Fbyncl 
pMturei IflUct 

Total 

Y M 

Total 

No 

Statu. Map No. 

AMOciation Seltiii( Feeling 

Fenettration 
Paoem -

Orouod Floor 

Feneitiation 

Pattern 

Upper Portion 

Material! in 
Storefront 

Exterior 
M.teri .1. -

Upper Poctiao 

Architectunt 
Elements lnl.ct 

Parapet 
Deuiling 

Intact 

Salient Fbyncl 
pMturei IflUct 

Total 

Y M 

Total 

No 

Statu. 

63 Y M Y M Y M No N/A No Y M Y M Y M No 3 3 C 

64 Y M Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

65 Y M Y M Yei Y M No No Y M Y M Y M No 4 3 C 

66 Y M Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

67 Y M Y M Yei Yei Y M Yei Yei Yei Y M Y t . 7 0 C 

68 Y M Y M Y M Y M Yei Ye. Yei Yei Y M Y M 7 0 C 

76 Y M Ye. Y M Y M N/A No Ye. Yei Yei Ye, 5 1 c 

77 Y M Y M Y . . Y M N/A No Yei Y M Y M Y M 5 1 c 

7t Y M Y M Yei Y M N/A No Yei Yei Y M Y M 5 1 c 

79 Y M Y M Y M Y M N/A No No Y M No Y M 3 3 c 

to Y M Y M No No Y M No No No No No N/A N/A N 

Y M Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

12 Y M Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

S3 No Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

S4 Y M Y M Y M Yei N/A YC! Yei Y M Ye. Y M 6 0 C 

91 Y M Y M Y M No N/A No Y M No Y M Y M 3 3 C 

94 Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Ye. 7 0 c 

95 Y M Y M No No N/A No Yei No Y M No N/A N/A N 

96 Y M Y M Y M No Y M No Yei Yei Y M No 4 3 C 

97 Y M Y M Ye. Y M N/A No Y M Y M Y M Y M 5 1 c 

n Y M Y M Yei Y M Y M No Y M Y M Y M No 5 2 c 

Continued 
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TABLE 1, COKTINVED 

Map No. Conlzibtiting ReqtiiutM Fenettratioa 

Pattem -

Ground Floor 

Feneitration 

Pattern 

Upper Portion 

Material, in 
Storr front 

Exterior 
M.teri .1. -

Upper Portion 

Architectural 
Element. Intact 

Pvapet 

Dct.iling 

IntKI 

S.lient Phyiicl 

FMturM Intict 
Total 

Y M 

Totd 

No 

St.tu. Map No. 

Anocialioa Setting F«l ing 

Fenettratioa 

Pattem -

Ground Floor 

Feneitration 

Pattern 

Upper Portion 

Material, in 
Storr front 

Exterior 
M.teri .1. -

Upper Portion 

Architectural 
Element. Intact 

Pvapet 

Dct.iling 

IntKI 

S.lient Phyiicl 

FMturM Intict 
Total 

Y M 

Totd 

No 

St.tu. 

99 Y M Yei Y M Y M Y M No Yei Y M Y M Y M 6 , C 

100 No Y M No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

101 Y M Y M No Y M N/A No No No Y M No N/A N/A N 

102 Y M Ye. No No N/A No No No No No N/A N/A N 

103 Y M Y M Y M Y M N/A No Ye. Y M Yei Yei 5 1 C 

104 Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M Y M No No No Yei 4 3 C 

105 Ye. Ye. Ye. Y M N/A No Y M Y M Ye. Y M 5 1 c 
106 Y M Y M Y M N/A N/A N/A N/A Y M N/A Y M 2 0 c 
NI No No No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N 

N2 No No No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N 

N3 No No No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N 

N4 No No No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N5 No No No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N 

N7 No No No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N 

N« No No No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N 

N9 No No No N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N 
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Inventory of Properties 
A survey database computer program Hardy • Heck • Moore generated includes vital 

information on all extant properties within the district in order by street address. The Map No. 
corresponds to buildings depicted in the district map (Map 1) and are the same as those 
Hardy'Heck'Moore assigned during the 1989 historic resources survey of the central business 
district. The Category indicates whether the property adds to or detracts from the historic character 
and ambiance of the district (see Definition of Categories for more detailed information). The 
factual date of constmction is provided whenever possible, and dates of major alterations are noted. 
For each property whose date of constmction is not known, an approximate date has been assigned. 
A question mark follows each date of constmction estimated from historic maps. Other information 
provided in the heading includes photograph reference, when applicable, and resource type 
(building, stmcture, object, or site). The Description section provides the most important physical 
features of the properties and includes, if applicable, the following information: number of stories; 
property type designation; and stylistic influences, if applicable. 

1(X) Block E, Elk (brick street). Photograph 14. Map No. 106C. Category: Contributing. Built: 1925. 
Description: Brick street with herringbone pattem; other sections of brick streets are in 100 block of W. 
Charlevoix (Map No. 106A) and the 100 block of E. Main (Map No. 106B). 

200 E. Bk. Photograph 14. Map No. 36. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1940. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

100 Block E. Fordall. Map No. N3. Category: Noncontributing-Post 1945. Built: c. 
Description: 1-story office building; one part commercial block building. 

1980. 

100 Block E. Fordall. Map No. NI . Category: Noncontributing-Post 1945. Built: c. 1975. 
Description: 1-story commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

101 W. Fordall. Photograph 15. Map No. N2. Category: Noncontributing-Post 1945. Built: c. 
Description: 3-story commercial building. 

1933. 

1990. 

200 Block W. Fordall (Rusk County Jail). Map No. 68. Category: Contributing. Built: 
Architect: DeFee and White. Contractor. Hale, Rogers. 
Description: 3-story, institutional building; govemmental building with Art Deco and Classical Revival 
stylistic influences. 

211 W. Fordall. Map No. 4. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1930/c. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

1990. 
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101 N. Jackson (Palace Theater). Photograph 7. Map No. 48. Category: Contributing. Built: 1929. 
Builder. Churchill, S.J. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; enframed window wall theater with Art Deco and Classical 
Revival stylistic influences. 

103 N. Jackson. Photograph 7. Map No. 49. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1930. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building with Art Deco stylistic 
influences. 

105 N. Jackson. Photograph 7. Map No. 50. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1930. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

107 N. Jackson. Photograph 7. Map No. 51. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1930/c. 1960. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

109 N. Jackson (1st Amold Building). Photographs 7 & 11. Map No. 52. Category: Contributing. 
Built: 1931. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building with Art Deco stylistic 
influences. 

111-115 N. Jackson. (2nd Amold Building). Photograph 7. Map No. 53. Category: Contributing. 
Built: c. 1935. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building with Art Deco stylistic 
influences. 

100 E. Main (Merritt Building). Photograph 1. Map No. 20. Category: Contributing. Built: 1883. 
Architect/Builder: Howard, Dave, and Logan Howard. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building with Late Victorian 
Romanesque stylistic influences. 

100 Block E. Main. Map No. N4. Category: Noncontributing-Post 1945. Built: c. 1990. 
Description: landscaped esplanade with brick paving and metal benches. 

101 E. Main. Photograph 4. Map No. 7. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1885/c. 1950. 
Description: 1-story commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

102 E. Main (M. Kangerga & Brother Office). Photograph 1. Map No. 21. Category: Contributing. 
Built: 1931. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building with Art Deco stylistic 
influences. 
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104- 106 E. Main (M. Kangerga & Brother Store). Photograph 1. Map No. 22. Category: Contributing. 
Built: 1908. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building. 

105- 107 E. Main. Photograph 4. Map No. 8. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1885/c. 1950. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

109 E. Main (Petty Dmg Store, E.B. Alford Building). Photograph 4. Map No. 9. Category: 
Contributing. Built: c. 1885. 
Builder. Howard, Dave, and Logan Howard, attributed. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building with Late Victorian 
Romanesque stylistic influences. 

110 E. Main. Photograph 2. Map No. 23. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1885. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

U l E. Main (Stewart Building, Tumer Building). Photograph 3. Map No. 10. Category: Contributing. 
Built: c. 1885/c. 1915. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building. 

112 E. Main. Photograph 2. Map No. 24. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1885/c. 1960. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

113 E. Main. Photograph 3. Map No. 11. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1885. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

114 E. Main. Photograph 2. Map No. 25. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1885/c. 1960. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

115 E. Main. Photograph 3. Map No. 12. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1885. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

116 E. Main. Photograph 2. Map No. 26. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1885/c. 1990. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

117 E. Main (Marwil Building). Photographs 3 and 9. Map No. 13. Category: Contributing. 
Built: c. 1885/c. 1920. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building with Classical Revival 
stylistic influences. 
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118-120 E. Main. Photograph 2. Map No. 27. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. fi«/7r:c. 1930/c. 1960. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

119 E. Main. Photograph 3. Map No. 14. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1885/c. 1990. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

121 E. Main. Photograph 3. Map No. 15. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1885/c. 1990. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

122 E. Main. (Opera House, Dotson-Norvel Building). Photographs 2,10. Map No. 28. Category: 
Noncontributing-Historic. Built: 1885/c. 1990. 
Builder. Howard, Dave, and Logan Howard, attributed. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building with Late Victorian 
Italianate stylistic influences. 

123 E. Main. Photograph 3. Map No. 16. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1910/c. 1935. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building with Modeme stylistic 
influences. 

124-128 E. Main (Beall Brothers Store). Photograph 2. Map No. 29. Category: Noncontributing-
Historic. Built: 1885/c. 1950. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building, 

127 E. Main. Map No. 17. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1885/c. 1950. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building. 

208 E. Main. Map No. 30. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1930. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

208 1/2 E. Main. Map No. 31. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1915. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

101 N. Main (Masonic Lodge, Rankin Building). Photograph 15. Map No. 65. Category: Contributing. 
Built: 1884/1990. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building with Late Victorian 
Italianate stylistic influences. 

103-105 N. Main. Photograph 15. Map No. 66. Care^ory:Noncontributing-Historic..B«/7r.-c.l915/c.l960. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 
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107 N. Main. Photograph 15. Map No. N7. Category: Noncontributing-Post 1945. Built: c. 1975. 
Description: 1-story commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

110 N. Main. Map No. 83. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1920/c. 1970. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

200 N. Main. Map No. N8. Category: Noncontributing-Post 1945. Built: c. 1970. 
Description: 1-story office building; one part commercial block building. 

202 N. Main (U.S. Post Office). Photograph 13. Map No. 84. Category: Contributing. Built: 1935. 
Architect: Sullivan, L.A.; Melick, N.A. 
Description: 1-story, institutional building; govemmental building with Classical Revival stylistic 
influences. 

205 N. Main (Rusk County Courthouse). Photograph 12. Map No. 67. Category: Contributing. Built: 
1928. 
Architect: Curtis & Thomas; Underwood, G. Builder. Maddox, Ross. 
Description: 2-story institutional building; govemmental with Classical Revival and Art Deco stylistic 
influences. A statue and a comerstone from the old 1878 courthouse are also on the courthouse lawn. 

104 S. Main. Map No. 64. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1885/c. 1960. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building 

105 S. Main. Photograph 5. Map No. 82. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1920/c. 1990. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

106 S. Main. Map No. 63. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1885/c. 1960. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

109 S. Main. Photograph 5. Map No. 81. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1930/c. 1990. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

i n s . Main. Photograph 5. Map No. 80. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1885/c. 1990. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building. 

112 S. Main. Photograph 6. Map No. 62. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1915. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

113 S. Main. Photograph 5. Map No. 79. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1915. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 
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114 S. Main. Photograph 6. Map No. 61. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1885. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

116-118 S. Main. Photograph 6. Map No. 60. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Bw//r:c. 1885/c. 1970. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

120 S. Main. Photograph 6. Map No. 59. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1920. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

121 S. Main. Photograph 5. Map No. 78. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1885/c. 1930. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building with Art Deco stylistic 
influences. 

122-124 S. Main. Strand Theater. Photograph 6. Map No. 58. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. 
Built: c. 1920/c. 1990. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

123 S. Main. Photograph 5. Map No. 77. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1885/c. 1930. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

125 S. Main (Chamberlain Chevrolet Building). Photographs 5 and 14. Map No. 76. Category: 
Contributing. Built: 1931. 
Builder. Maddox, Ross. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

126 S. Main. Photograph 6. Map No. 57. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1920/c. 1970. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

128 S. Main. Photograph 6. Map No. 56. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1920/c. 1965. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

101 W. Main. Map No. N5. Category: Noncontributing-Post 1945. Built: c. 1960. 
Description: 1-story commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

105-107 W. Main. Map No. 19. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1910/c. 1965. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

106 W. Main. Map No. 6. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1930/c. 1960. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building with Art Deco stylistic 
influences. 
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126 W. Main (Sinclair Service Station). Map No. 5. Category: Contributing. Built: 1929. 
Contractor: Maddox, Ross. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; service station with Spanish Colonial Revival stylistic 
influences. 

100 N. Marshall (Flanagan Brick Block, Mays & Harris Building). Photographs 3 and 8. Map No. 99. 
Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1885. 
Builder. Howard Bros., attributed. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building with Late Victorian 
Romanesque stylistic influences. 

106 N. Marshall. Photograph 8. Map No. 1(X). Category: Noncontributing-Historic. 
Built: c. 1885/c. 1960. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

108 N. Marshall. Photograph 8. Map No. 101. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. 
Built: c. 1930/c. 1960. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

110 N. Marshall. Photograph 8. Map No. 102. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. 
Built: c. 1901/c. 1955. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

112 N. Marshall. Photograph 8. Map No. 103. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1901. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

114-122 N. Marshall (Southwestem Hotel). Photograph 8. Map No. 104. Category: Contributing. Built: 
1913. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building. 

121 N. Marshall (Sears Store). Map No. 92. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1940. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

124 N. Marshall. Map No. 105. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1940. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building with Art Deco stylistic 
influences. 
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101 S. Marshall (First National Bank Building). Photograph 2. Map No. 98. Category: Contributing. 
Built: 1902/0. 1915/1931. 
Description: 4-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building with Classical 
Revival/Art Deco stylistic influences. 

107 S. Marshall (Harris Building). Map No. 97. Category: Contributing. Built: 1902. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building. 

109 S. Marshall (Fire Station). Map No. 96. Category: Contributing. Built: c. 1930. 
Description: 2-story, commercial building; two part commercial block building with Art Deco stylistic 
influences. 

110 S. Marshall. Map No. N9. Category: Noncontributing-Post 1945. Built: c. 1955. 
Description: 1-story commercial building; one part commercial block building, 

113 S, Marshall, Map No. 95. Category: Noncontributing-Historic. Built: c. 1933/c. 1970. 
Description: 1-story, commercial building; one part commercial block building with Art Deco stylistic 
influences. 

115 S. Marshall (Crim Funeral Home). Map No. 94. Category: Contributing. Built: 1934. 
Description: 2-story, domestic building; Classical Revival stylistic influences. 

100 Block N. Van Buren (City Water Tower). Photograph 11. Map No. 47. Category: Contributing. 
Built: c. 1930. 
Description: metal stmcture with six legs supporting a metal tank with a conical roof. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

APPUCABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 

_x_ A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIHCANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
BROAD PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY. 

_ B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST. 
_ C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF 

CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS THE WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES HIGH ARTISTIC VALUE, OR 
REPRESENTS A SIGNIHCANT AND DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS LACK INDIVIDUAL 
DISTINCTION. 

_ D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR 
HISTORY. 

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: N/A 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Commerce 

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1883-1945 

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1883, 1885, 1902, 1905, 1909, 1928, 1930 

SiGNincANT PERSON: N/A 

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: See Continuation Sheet 8-31 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (see continuation sheets 8-32 through 8-50). 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES 

BIBUOGRAPHY (see continuation sheets 9-51 through 9-52). 
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA: 
X State historic preservation office: Texas Historical Commission 
_ Other state agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local govemment 
_ University 
_ Other ~ Specify Repository: 
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Architect/Builder: 
Architects: 

Builders: 

Defee and White 
Sullivan, L.A. 
MeUck, N.A. 
Curtis & Thomas 
Underwood, G. 
Howard, Dave and Logan Howard 
Maddox, Ross 
Hale, Rogers 
Churchill, S.J. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Henderson Commercial Historic District encompasses much of the city's historic downtown 
and reflects the area's traditional role as the center of local trade and commerce. The district is 
significant under Criterion A in the Area of Commerce, primarily for its associations with broad trends 
in local history. Specifically, it is significant for its associations with, and contributions to, the 
commercial development of Henderson and Rusk County. In many ways, the district provides a 
microcosm of Henderson's history, and downtown development reflects periods of community growth 
and prosperity. The street pattem and lot-and-block layout date to the founding of Henderson, and 
extant buildings and stmctures reflect its vibrant late 19th and early 20th century economy. As it did in 
countless communities throughout Texas and the nation, the railroad spurred much of this growth, 
fueling local cotton trade from the 1870s to the 1920s and, to a lesser extent, the timber industry during 
the first quarter of the 20th century. Commercial expansion that occurred after the railroad began 
service to Henderson in 1877 brought prosperity to most local residents and fostered retail trade and 
business downtown. Discovery of oil in Rusk County in 1930 had a major impact on the district's 
development. The brief, yet intense boom that followed opening the East Texas Oil Field brought 
changes to the downtown. Many buildings either constmcted or remodeled during this period are 
vividly remind Henderson of this important chapter in its history. The district contains several locally 
prominent architectural landmarks. Among the more significant are the Amold Buildings (Map Nos. 52 
and 53, Photographs 7 and 11), the Chamberlain Chevrolet Building (Map No. 76), the Rusk County 
Courthouse (Map No. 67, Photograph 12), and the Rusk County Jail (Map No. 68). Most historic 
resources in the district, however, lack individual distinction, and the district's historical significance 
stems from the cohesiveness of its many historic buildings and their ability to convey a sense of time 
and place as a collection. Integrity is a primary concem because many buildings have been altered over 
the years; nonetheless, the downtown contains relatively few modem, intmsive buildings and conveys a 
strong sense of its past. In recent years, downtown revitalization efforts have brought renewed life and 
activity and many historic buildings in the district have been renovated and reused. 

The Founding of Henderson and the Early History of its Downtown 
The city of Henderson dates to 1844, although Anglo American settiers first arrived in the area 

as early as 1838 when Captain W.A. Miller established a farm near the present site of Henderson. 
Organized settlement remained sparse until the defeat of Cherokee Indians in the battle of the Neches in 
1839. Four years later, after sufficient numbers of pioneers moved to the region, the Republic of Texas 
created Rusk County from Nacogdoches County. The Texas Congress stipulated that the new county be 
named in honor of Thomas J. Rusk, a celebrated figure in Texas' stmggle for independence (Winfrey 
1961:18-20). Rusk County originally encompassed a much larger area than it does today and included 
parts of present day Shelby, Panola, and Gregg counties. The 1874 organization of Gregg County, just 
north of Rusk County, established the county's existing boundaries (Winfrey 1961:164-166). 

Even though Rusk County's size has changed since its formal organization in 1843, the county's 
seat of govemment has been Henderson since the town's establishment in 1844. When it called for the 
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creation of Rusk County, the Republic of Texas specified that the as yet undetermined location of the 
county seat be named Henderson, in honor of James Pinckney Henderson, another prominent statesman 
in early Texas history, A commission consisting of prominent local settlers subsequently selected a site 
near the county's geographic center, in compliance with laws goveming the location of county seats. 
The original town plat initially encompassed a small parcel of land that included the residence of 
General James Smith, Surveyors soon laid out the town, and the first lots were sold on May 3, 1844, 
The following year, county commissioners secured additional property for the town when they 
purchased separate tracts from William B, Ochiltree and from James Smith, Francis Timmons, and 
Thomas Timmons (Winfrey 1961:20-23), 

Efforts to locate the original or an early plat map of Henderson at the Rusk County Courthouse 
failed; a courthouse fire in 1878 possibly destroyed these documents. Nevertheless, the existing lot-
and-block layout provides a glimpse into trends in community planning and development at the time of 
Henderson's founding (see Map 5), With its grid system of streets and blocks, the original town plan in 
many ways typifies those of other contemporaneous cities throughout East and Northeast Texas, and 
facilitated development in an organized, systematic manner. The delineation of uniformly sized 
rectangular lots, for example, enabled property owners to easily ascertain the limits of their land and 
constmct buildings within the confines of their own property. Questions or uncertainties regarding the 
legal title to land could be resolved more easily. 

Historical records of Rusk County reveal that the original town plan did not set aside a 
courthouse square, which marked a departure from conventional town planning for county seats of the 
era. County commissioners realized the oversight soon after the town's founding and, on December 27, 
1845, approved a resolution calling for "a public square be laid off to be 70 yards square so that the 
well now known as the 'public well' be in the center of said square and that the courthouse of said 
County of Rusk be placed in the center of the square" (Rusk County Commissioners Court Minutes 
Volume 1:21, as cited in Winfrey 1961:21-22), Property carved from Blocks 1, 10, 11, and 14 created 
a large, open, public space (Figure 5) at Henderson's principal intersection (the convergence of present 
day E, and W, Main and N. and S. Main streets). This location marked the highest elevation in the 
original town site and afforded the courthouse a commanding view of the surrounding area. 

With delineation of the town site, as well as acquisition of additional property for a public 
square and pending constmction of a new courthouse, the prime ingredients were in place for 
subsequent development in Henderson and its downtown. The courthouse quickly became the focal 
point of the entire county, and merchants, lawyers, and other entrepreneurs opened establishments 
nearby, capitalizing on the influx of people. Although Rusk County remained largely mral, with an 
agriculture based economy, increased settlement spurred economic activity. Henderson soon emerged 
as the primary center for commerce and trade in Rusk County. 

Early entrepreneurs catered to the dispersed, mral society, whose members relied principally 
upon cultivation of their own edible goods. The earliest stores sold durable goods to largely self 
sufficient customers. The poor transportation network made shipping of such goods expensive, thereby 
limiting quantities. As farmers tapped the county's rich agricultural potential, increased production 
translated into greater trade and commerce, especially for Henderson, Agricultural Schedules of the 
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U.S. Census for 1850 and 1860 reveal Rusk County as one of Texas' leading suppliers of cotton and 
com. These crops were the staples of both the local and state agricultural based economies. Yearly 
cotton production for Rusk County during this era pales in comparison with the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries boom years; however, enough cotton was grown to boost the local economy and further 
consolidate Henderson's position as the county's primary commercial node. Cotton was important to 
the early history and development of Henderson because it, unlike com, was a cash crop and its 
cultivation enabled growers to spend some profits on consumer goods. Cotton became so vital that, at 
times, local residents used cotton bales as a form of currency (Rusk County Deed Records). 

Another effect of cotton production on Henderson was the introduction and proliferation of the 
slave system. Typical of most who settled in this part of Texas, early Rusk County settiers hailed from 
Lowland South states, such as Alabama and Mississippi. These pioneers established an agricultural 
system that relied heavily upon slave labor. In 1850, when the first federal census was taken in Texas, 
Rusk County's population included 6,012 whites and 2,136 slaves, and cotton totals were 2,659 bales 
(U.S. Census Records Schedules of Population and Agriculture). A substantial rise in cotton production 
in subsequent years coincided with an increased slave population. Census records of 1860 note that the 
county's slave population swelled to 6,132, up almost 300 percent from 1850, and the number of cotton 
bales produced that year reached 11,791, almost fivefold more than a decade earlier). This trend 
shaped the demographic composition of Rusk County and Henderson for years to come. 

Throughout the rise of the cotton culture, Henderson remained the center of commerce and trade 
in Rusk County. An 1857 account of the community noted that "Henderson is the principal town, or 
city [of Rusk County] for it is a place of much size and note, have [sic] many fine brick buildings, 
school houses, churches and other public edifices" (Bramman 1857:115, as cited by Winfrey 1961:32). 
None of the commercial, office, and institutional buildings from this early period survive in downtown 
Henderson; however, pattems of community development of the antebellum era influenced subsequent 
growth and expansion. The courthouse remained the focal point of the community, and most stores 
nearby, faced onto to either East (now E. Main) Stieet or South (now S. Main) Street. 

Efforts to extend railroad service through Henderson during the initial phase of rail constmction 
in Texas in the 1850s illustrate the city's ascendence into a regional center for trade and commerce. 
The Eastem Texas Railroad, which originated as the Henderson and Burkeville Railroad Company, was 
among the earliest railroads chartered in Texas. Only a few miles were ever completed and emption of 
the Civil War brought about a complete abandonment. Organizers of the Galveston, Houston and 
Henderson Railroad proposed to make Henderson its northem terminus. The line was to extend through 
the fertile and productive timber and farm lands of East Texas and terminate at Galveston, the state's 
primary seaport. The railroad completed tracks between Houston and Galveston, but the Civil War 
curtailed fiirther constmction efforts (Winfrey 1961:35-36; Webb, Vol. I . 1952:665-666). 

Whereas the 1850s represented a period of growth and prosperity for Henderson and its 
downtown, the 1860s and early 1870s marked an era of stagnation and modest decline. On August 5, 
1860, a fire destioyed much of the downtown, including 14 stores, at least eight law offices, two 
grocery stores, and many other buildings (Winfrey 1961:39). The outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 
hampered rebuilding efforts, and complete recovery remained elusive. Downtown property owners 
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undertook littie new constmction from 1861 to 1865, when citizens tumed their attention and resources 
toward the war. 

The end of the Civil War brought little relief, and the years immediately following were difficult 
ones for Texas, including the citizens of Henderson. The collapse of the plantation system, the 
backbone of the local economy, contributed to a marked decline in agricultural production. Decreased 
yields hurt the merchants of downtown Henderson, as consumers rarely had sufficient cash to purchase 
anything but essential goods. Henderson continued as the principal center for commerce and trade in 
Rusk County, but modest supplies of readily available capital and credit hampered expansion. 
Nonetheless, the merchants of downtown Henderson persevered and recovery came, but at a pace much 
slower than desired or anticipated. 

By the end of the Reconstmction era, the prominence of Henderson and Rusk County as centers 
of population, trade, and agricultural production in East and Northeast Texas diminished. Much of the 
state's economic and agricultural expansion shifted westward toward the fertile Blackland Prairies of 
Central Texas, which proved especially conducive for cotton cultivation. 

The resurrection of the fledgling railroad industry and the subsequent development of a vast rail 
network during the late 1860s and early 1870s dramatically illustrated how Henderson's strategic 
significance had waned. Just before the Civil War, Rusk County had the largest number of inhabitants 
in Texas, and Henderson was to have two railroads. By 1870, however. Rusk County's population and 
agricultural production declined to such an extent that Henderson's attractiveness as a possible center 
for rail trade and transportation all but vanished. Railroad magnates and financiers instead tumed much 
of their attention to other parts of the state experiencing rapid growth and development. The first 
railroad to extend through Rusk County was the Intemational and Great Northem Railroad in 1872. 
Completely bypassing Henderson, the railroad skirted across the northwest comer of the county. 
Settiers in this part of the county, most notably Frank Overton, worked to establish a new city 
(Overton) that temporarily surpassed Henderson as the primary shipping point for Rusk County 
(Winfrey 1961:112). The citizens of Henderson, hoping to tap into the potential lucrative railroad 
network, responded by organizing the Henderson and Overton Branch Railroad on April 29, 1874, and 
secured a charter from the state legislature. Service began in 1877, marking the official beginning of 
the railroad era in Henderson (Winfrey 1961:55). In 1880 the Intemational and Great Northem 
Railroad purchased the operation and incorporated it into the company's vast network (Webb, Vol. I . 
1952:798). 

Downtown Henderson's Late 19th Century Boom 
The advent of rail service in 1877 proved to be a pivotal factor for Henderson and its downtown 

during the late 19th century. The railroad greatly reduced transportation costs, and area farmers 
shipped their cash and surplus crops—most notably cotton—at reduced and, hence, more lucrative and 
profitable costs. As farmers realized greater eamings, their purchasing power increased. Trade 
escalated, ushering in an era of growth and expansion in the downtown that lasted through the 1880s. 
On the basis of an analysis of Sanbom maps, 28 of the 71 extant historic resources within the district 
date to this period. (Although many have been substantially changed since that time, most changes 
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occurred within the district's period of significance and reveal much about the physical evolution of the 
downtown and the events and trends that affected it.) 

Historical photographs of the late 19th century show downtown as a bustiing center of activity. 
The 1878 Rusk County Courthouse dominated the landscape and represented the focal point not only of 
downtown, but of the entire community. Noted Austin architect, F.E. Ruffini, designed the edifice, 
incorporating features of the Late Victorian Italianate style. The building exemplified the eclectic 
architectural tastes of the period and was among Ruffini's most notable commissions. Other noteworthy 
examples of his work included the former Main Building at the University of Texas (razed 1934), the 
Concho County Courthouse (National Register [N.R.] 1977), the Robertson County Courthouse (N.R, 
1970) and the Millett Opera House in Austin (N,R, 1978). 

The 1878 Rusk County Courthouse replaced an older facility that had bumed, but the new 
edifice assumed a significance that exceeded the mere housing of county govemment offices. This 
grand and finely crafted building represented a new era for Henderson and Rusk County, symbolizing 
community confidence in the future and a desire to regain lost prominence. The new courthouse also 
marked the beginning of a constmction boom that transformed the physical character of downtown. 
Most new commercial buildings utilized load bearing masonry constmction of locally manufactured 
brick (State Marker Files—Merritt Building), Few owners could afford the kinds of intricate and 
expensive omamentation seen on the courthouse. However, merchants became increasingly aware of 
the importance of architecture and its effect on customers. For example, a brick store better 
symbolized stability and security than frame buildings that were quick and easy to build. Moreover, 
architectural omamentation, even a modest component like crafted brickwork in the parapet, made 
buildings more distinctive and appealing. Such factors enticed prospective customers to these 
businesses. 

Most constmction activity of the late 1870s and 1880s occurred on blocks with frontage on the 
courthouse square and along the 100 block of East (now E. Main) Street. By 1885 downtown had 
grown to the extent that the Sanbom Map Company of New York published the first of a series of fire 
insurance maps of the area. These maps show that most of the 2-story buildings, such as the Masonic 
Lodge (also known as the Rankin Building, Map No. 65, Photograph 15), fronted onto the courthouse 
square, whereas 1-story commercial buildings prevailed elsewhere. Notable exceptions include the 
expansive Flanagan Brick Block (also known as the Mays and Harris Building, Map No. 99, 
Photographs 3 and 8) at the northeast comer of East (now E. Main) Street and Marshall Street and the 
Opera House (also known as the Dotson-Norvel Building, Map No, 28, Photograph 10), The latter was 
under constmction at the time the Sanbom Map Company published their initial set of Henderson maps. 

The 1885 Sanbom maps present the earliest and most complete picture of the district's physical 
character. They also reveal growth pattems that affected subsequent community development, 
commerce, and trade. Most retail stores fronted along the 100 blocks of East (E. Main) Stieet and 
South (S. Main) Street, encompassing Blocks 1, 14, 15, and 28. East Street became the more desirable 
commercial thoroughfare, probably because it was the primary road linking Henderson with Shreveport, 
then the primary shipping, trade, and distribution center for East Texas and Northwest Louisiana. Land 
owners with frontage on East Street capitalized on their strategic location and developed their property 
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almost exclusively for commercial purposes. South Street, which developed into the city's secondary 
commercial node, continued toward the cities of Nacogdoches and Jacksonville, cities sinular to 
Henderson in size and commercial importance. Land north and west of the courthouse included a 
mixture of residences, churches, and a scattering of warehouses. 

By 1890 Sanbom maps noted that a "Negro restaurant" operated on Block 17 near the 
courthouse square. The identification of this African American enterprise corroborates the existence of 
the segregationist society that prevailed in Henderson. Virtually nothing is known about this particular 
restaurant, the individual who operated it, or the contributions of African Americans to the development 
of Henderson's central business district. However, subsequent editions of the Sanbom maps show that 
Block 17 had at least one "Negro" business as late as 1901. No other concentrations of African 
American owned operations were documented in Henderson throughout the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Much more remains to be leamed about the role of African Americans in the history and 
development of downtown Henderson; however, it is possible that the black community purchased 
certain goods from white downtown merchants. 

Most retail stores, hotels, and offices erected during the boom that followed the instigation of 
rail service in the 1880s were vemacular buildings, with only modest amounts of stylistic features. 
Noteworthy examples include a row of 1-story commercial buildings erected on the north side of E. 
Main Stieet (Map Nos. 10-15, Photograph 3), and those on the opposite side of E. Main Street (Map 
Nos. 23-26, Photograph 2). Professionally trained architects designed few, if any, of the buildings 
constmcted during the late 19th century. Dave Howard, a local brick mason, and his brother Logan, a 
carpenter, erected several buildings downtown (Texas Historical Commission Marker files 1989). 
Known or attributed examples of their work include the Merritt Building (Map No. 20, Photograph 1), 
the Petty Dmg Store (Map No. 9, Photograph 4), the Opera House (Map No. 28, Photograph 10), and 
the Flanagan Brick Block (Map No. 99, Photographs 3 and 8) (Knapp 1993). Although architects 
apparentiy were not involved in their design and constmction, these buildings displayed fine 
craftsmanship and were among the most omate in the downtown. They stood out among the 1-story 
row commercial buildings that otherwise prevailed. 

Prime factors that fueled this constmction boom stemmed principally from increased productivity 
of area farmers and expanded trade that followed the arrival of the railroad to Henderson. Agricultural 
yields in Rusk County rose dramatically during the last quarter of the 19th century, surpassing pre Civil 
War totals. Population increases provided vital sources of labor and proliferation of the tenant farming 
system also contributed to higher harvests. More efficient farming implements and machinery 
transported by rail further increased productivity. 

Com continued to be grown in significant quantity, but the most profitable crop of the era was 
cotton. Rusk County had been an important supplier of cotton in Texas since the mid 19th century, and 
U.S. Agricultural Schedules of 1870 show that Rusk County, with 12,752 bales, ranked fourth in the 
state in cotton production. Local cotton production remained at the same levels, but by 1880 and 1890 
Rusk County's statewide ranking fell to 24th and 46th, respectively. Greater quantities of the state's 
cotton came from the Blackland Prairie belt in central Texas by the late 19th century. Older cotton 
centers, such as Rusk County, continued to grow substantial but less significant amounts. Increased 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Henderson Commercial Historic District 
Section 8 Page 38 Henderson, Rusk County, Texas 

cotton demands and the expanding railroad network enabled cotton related profits to remain high. 
Farmers in Rusk County and elsewhere in Texas consequentiy devoted greater amounts of their arable 
soil to its cultivation. 

The local cotton trade and its impact upon development in the district was mostiy indirect; 
however, the existence of two cotton broker offices in downtown by 1885 underscores the importance 
of cotton and how downtown developed into a center for agricultural related trade in the region. Cotton 
brokers, who maintained offices on the second floors of both the Flanagan Brick Block (Map No. 99, 
Photographs 3 and 8) and the former building now occupied by the former First National Bank Building 
(Map No. 98, Photograph 2), inspected and bought locally produced cotton. The proliferation of other 
cotton related enterprises, such as gins, helped local businessmen realize profits from cotton, thereby 
stimulating the economy and contributing to downtown development. Sanbom maps of 1885, as well as 
those for 1890 and 1896, do not depict any cotton gins in Henderson, but they obviously existed 
because of the large numbers of bales produced in Rusk County during the era. In all likelihood, an 
inefficient and decentralized system of ginning prevailed, with local farmers operating gins scattered 
throughout mral areas. The Montgomery Gin (41RK153) near Oak Hill in eastem Rusk County 
typified the kind of small ginning operations established in mral parts of the county during the late 19th 
century (Glander et al. 1987:149). Farmers brought ginned bales to Henderson, loaded them onto 
railroad cars, and shipped them to cotton compresses and textile mills elsewhere in East Texas for 
processing. 

Cotton remained the foundation of the agriculture based economy, but local farmers also grew 
other crops. Tmck farming became more popular during the late 19th century, as evidenced by the 
opening of the East Canning Company plant in 1890 near Henderson's depot, about three miles 
northeast of downtown (Sanbom Map Company 1890). 

Another important source of revenue for local residents of the late 19th century centered upon 
the exploitation of natural resources, specifically clay. Local residents had known since the 1830s and 
1840s that abundant supplies of clay were under the fertile topsoil certain parts of Rusk County; they 
also knew its value as a source for making bricks and pottery. However, large scale efforts to 
capitalize on this readily available natural resource were not attempted until the arrival of the railroad. 
Between 1885 and 1890, according to Sanbom maps, a plant for the Henderson Pottery Company was 
erected near the Henderson and Overton Branch Railroad depot. The firm helped diversify the local 
economy and the prosperity it brought to Henderson contributed, if only minimally, to downtown 
development. 

Only a handfiil of businesses catered directiy to the cotton, tmck farming, and pottery industries, 
but the late 19th century boom stimulated overall trade and retail activity in Henderson, As one local 
historian has noted, "If the [cotton] crop was big, and the price high, everyone was prosperous" 
(Farmer 1951:142), The kinds of businesses that flourishaJ in downtown Henderson at the time 
typified those in other comparably sized cities in East and Northeast Texas. The 1885 edition of the 
Sanbom maps, for example, indicates 13 grocer)' stores and 13 general stores, the most prevalent types 
of businesses in the downtown. The next most common included entertainment facilities like saloons, 
billiard rooms, and liquor stores, with five such establishments. The downtown also included four dmg 
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Stores, three hardware or building supply stores, three dry goods and clothing stores, one bank, one 
fumiture store, one saddle shop, and one sewing machine dealer. 

Although the 1880s marked a period of prosperity for Henderson, development in the downtown 
and the rest of the community slowed considerably during the 1890s. The Panic of 1893 and other 
recessions in the decade stifled economic growth and expansion throughout much of the country, 
including Texas. None of the extant buildings in the district date to the 1890s and an analysis of 
Sanbom maps of 1901 reveal that only a handful of buildings (most fronting onto N. Marshall Street, a 
block from the square) were erected. Despite the slow local economy, Henderson's downtown 
remained active and viable and, by the end of the century, the economy was on an upswing. The Rusk 
County News, one of two local newspapers, reported on November 1, 1898, that 

There are about 40 business houses here [Henderson], including three dmg stores, 
four saloons, two hardware stores, two fumiture stores, the balance general merchandise 
and family grocery stores, all carrying nice large stocks. There is only one bank here, 
but it has ample capital to do the business of the town. There are three first class and 
commodious hotels and two livery stables. 

While the manufacturing interests of the town are of no great extent as yet, there is 
not a more promising field for the establishment of varied manufacturing industries than 
Henderson. In manufacturing enterprises there are two blacksmith and wagon shops, one 
pottery, one steam gin, ice factory, tin shop, mattress factory, candy factory, brick yard 
and machine shop. 

Early 20th Century Development and Expansion 
As it entered the 20th century, Henderson experienced renewed growth and expansion, which led 

to a resurgence in commercial, retail, and building activity in downtown. Much of this prosperity 
stemmed from expansion in local cotton trade. By 1901 the Henderson Cotton Oil & Gin Company 
began operations at a location about one-quarter mile northeast of downtown (Sanbom Map Co. 1901). 
The mill pressed cotton seeds extracted during the ginning process to make a type of oil used for 
fertilizer, soap, and a variety of other products. Local businessmen had organized the Rusk County 
Cotton Mill Association in 1900 to constmct a textile mill in Henderson. They secured a mill architect 
and builder, H.C. Cooke, but failed to raise sufficient capital for the mill's constmction (Rusk County 
News, May 23, 1900). Despite such a setback, the successful operation of the oil mill and the attempt 
to build the textile mill, shows the importance of cotton to the local economy and how it greatiy 
affected community wealth and prosperity. These industries capitalized on and further stimulated the 
increasingly lucrative local cotton trade. Increased revenues and the ability to sell raw goods to locally 
operated industrial concems enabled cotton growers to realize even more profits. As a consequence, 
they purchased more consumer goods that, in tum, spurred greater activity in downtown Henderson. 

Exploitation of timber in mral Rusk County and the advent of large scale lumber operations in 
Henderson also contributed to Henderson's early 20th century boom. Just like completion of the 
Henderson and Overton Railroad earlier, the circa 1909 constmction of a new railroad, the Timpson 
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and Henderson, spurred growth, thereby stimulating commerce and trade downtown. The Timpson and 
Henderson Railroad, which extended through some of the state's richest timber, transported lumber to 
other markets accessible by rail. Although sawmills had been in operation in Rusk County since the 
mid 19th century, they were small ventures, catering only to local needs and demands. Rapid growth 
across the state during the early 20th century spawned a massive constmction boom, and the lumber 
supply business became increasingly lucrative. The development of Henderson's lumber industry was a 
response to this trend and downtown enjoyed benefits from its brisk growth. Profits from the sale of 
lumber pumped revenues into the community spurring increased commerce and trade. 

With flourishing lumber and cotton trades, local consumer spending increased, as did the 
availability of capital for investment purposes. Downtown expansion continued but not as intensely as it 
had during the late 1870s and 1880s. Another important development of the period was the 
establishment of the First National Bank of Henderson. On March 17, 1902, a group of prominent 
local businessmen estabUshed the financial institution and acquired a lot at the southeast comer of E. 
Main and S. Marshall streets. The bank subsequentiy erected a 2-story brick building (Map No. 98, 
Photograph 2) that became a downtown landmark (Farmer 1951:120-23). As the courthouse had done 
many years earlier, the bank became a node of activity and made nearby property more valuable. 
Much of downtown's early 20th century expansion consequentiy shifted east, extending along Marshall 
Street. Seven extant buildings in the district, most notably the Liberty Hotel (Map No. 104, 
Photograph 8), front onto this thoroughfare and date from this period. 

Another area of commercial real estate speculation during the early 20th century centered along 
the west side of the 100 block of S. Main Street. This property attracted attention because of its 
proximity to the courthouse square and its relatively low value. Prior to redevelopment for commercial 
purposes, the area contained a mixture of livery stables and single family residences. Property values 
increased following constmction of a series of 1-story commercial buildings. Six historic resources 
built in tiie early 20tii centiiry stand in the 100 block of S. Main Stieet (Map Nos. 56-59, 62, and 79, 
Photographs 5 and 6). 

Although the central business district expanded to the east and south, the 1878 courthouse 
prevailed as the focus of the downtown. The most desirable commercial property remained the 100 
block of E. Main Stieet. During this boom period, some merchants in this area either remodeled their 
existing facilities or erected completely new buildings on the sites of older stores. Charles Stewart, 
who operated a dmg store at 111 E. Main Street, added a second floor to his store (Map No. 10, 
Photograph 3). The building earlier had been one of a row of identical One Part Commercial Block 
buildings erected about 1885; only one, 115 E. Main Street (Map No. 12, Photograph 3), still survives 
in its original state. Michael (Mile) and Rade Kangerga followed a different path. Their successful 
department store business, M. Kangerga & Brother, prospered during the era, and they soon needed 
more room for their enterprise. In 1902 the firm decided to move from its store at the comer of E. 
Main and S. Marshall stteets (Map No. 29, Photograph 2) to a new location. The company purchased 
a more central lot on the south side of the square and replaced the pre 1885 frame building on the site 
with a completely new 2-story edifice (Map No. 22, Photograph 1) in 1908 (THC State Marker files; 
Sanbom maps). The new store symbolized not only the firm's success, but also its confidence in the 



1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-O018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Henderson Commercial Historic District 
Section 8 Page 41 Henderson, Rusk County, Texas 

city's continued expansion and prosperity. It survives as an important architectural and commercial 
landmark in the district. 

The United States' entry into World War I apparentiy impeded downtown expansion and 
development. By 1920 when the first official census of the city (Henderson was not incorporated until 
1911) was taken, Henderson's population was tallied at 2,273, although Sanbom maps had estimated the 
population to be 3,000 a year earlier. It is likely that population figures the Sanbom Map Company 
provided were equally optimistic. Downtown remained the principal center for commercial and retail 
activity for Rusk County and its largely agriculture based economy. The years following World War I 
were hard ones for Texas farmers, and the state's depressed economy affected Henderson. Sanbom 
maps confirm that downtown property owners erected no new buildings between 1912 and 1927. The 
paving of stteets around the square in 1925 represented the most substantial constmction activity of the 
era and dramatically transformed the area's physical character. 

Despite the lack of new constmction in downtown Henderson during the late 1910s and 1920s, a 
few optimistic and enterprising individuals, most notably the three Beall brothers, established new retail 
stores in the district. Robbie, Willie and Archie Beall founded their business—appropriately named 3 
Beall Brothers 3—in 1923 and operated out of a relatively small 1-story brick building (Map No. 103) 
at 112 N. Marshall Stteet. Increased sales enabled the brothers to expand, and in 1929 they relocated 
the store to the Redwine Building (Map No. 29) on E. Main Stteet. The brothers eventually established 
additional stores in other cities in East Texas, and the modem successor, Bealls, operates stores 
elsewhere in Texas, as well as in Oklahoma and New Mexico (Rusk County Historical Commission 
1982:518-519). 

The need to improve roads in the years following World War I reflected the widespread use and 
popularity of automobiles, and Henderson's brick stteet paving program resembled similar efforts in 
cities throughout Texas and the rest of the nation. The undertaking of such a project followed the 
official incorporation of Henderson and the establishment of a municipal govemment in 1911. Two 
years later, the City initiated the paving of some streets with asphalt, which no doubt pleased local car 
owners (Farmer 1951:202). A larger and more significant street paving program began in 1924 after 
voters approved a $75,000 bond package to finance the brick paving of selected city stteets. Because of 
its central location and its high use, the central business district was targeted for most of the work. The 
City hired Smith Brothers, a contracting firm apparentiy from Abilene, Texas, to undertake the work 
(Farmer 1951:205) in 1925. County records note that property owners with frontage onto a stteet being 
paved bore some of the constmction costs (Rusk County Mechanic's Liens). The brick stteet paving 
program continued incrementally throughout the city for ten years, but littie physical evidence of it 
survives today (Rusk County Library vertical files). The only vestiges of downtown's brick stteet 
paving extend along tiie 100 block of W. Fordall Stteet, the 100 block of E. Elk Street (Photograph 
14), and a small section in front of 101, 105, and 109 E. Main Stteet (Map Nos. 7, 8, and 9, 
Photograph 4). 

Other manifestations of the automobile and its impact on the physical character of the downtown 
were also felt during the later part of the 1920s. Retail establishments such as the M. Kangerga & 
Brother Department Store (Map No. 22) initially sold cars, but the peculiar needs of showcasing 
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automobiles spawned the creation of new types of businesses and building forms—automobile 
dealerships—devoted exclusively to selling and servicing cars. Unlike conventional retail store 
operators, automobile dealerships had low-slung plans with open, expansive interiors. The Chamberlain 
Chevrolet Dealer at 209-213 S. Main Stteet (Map No. 76, Photographs 5 and 14) exemplifies this type 
of commercial building. 

Another automobile related commercial building of the era that required specialized design and 
layout was the service station. Such businesses had been in operation locally soon after automobiles 
first arrived in Henderson in the early 1900s. By the late 1920s, however, petroleum companies selling 
gas at these establishments required owners and operators to use more standardized plans when 
constmcting service stations. An illustration of this ttend is the building at 126 W. Main Stteet (Map 
No. 5). Documents at the Rusk County Courthouse note that property owners W.R. and G.C. Stripling 
agreed to build their service station according to plans and specifications that the Louisiana Oil Refining 
Company provided (Rusk County Deed Records 142:115). 

The proliferation of automobiles in Henderson also created traffic problems downtown. The 
city's prime crossroad, the intersection around the courthouse square, was often congested. When 
county commissioners made plans to constmct a larger courthouse, they decided to build it off the 
square to ease traffic flow and relieve parking shortages. Although downtown merchants no doubt 
applauded this decision, razing the old courthouse in 1928 marked a transition in the town's history. 
The constmction of a new courthouse at another location completely changed the physical character of 
the central business district and influenced subsequent commercial development. 

County commissioners erected the new courthouse (Map No. 67, Photograph 12) at the dawn of 
a new era of intense development in Henderson and nearby regions. In the previous decade, the 
downtown experienced limited physical and financial growth. The only major change was paved 
stteets. It is possible that Rusk County commissioners may have decided to replace the reportedly 
dilapidated 1878 courthouse as a way to renew a sense of optimism among the townspeople. 
Nevertheless, the project enjoyed widespread support and on December 27, 1927, Rusk County voters 
approved issuance of $150,000 in bonds to fund the building program. County commissioners 
subsequently hired architects Curtis & Thomas of Dallas and local builder Ross Maddox as general 
contractor (Rusk County Commissioner's Court Minutes Vol. 8, pg. 109, 115, 269). When completed 
in December 1928, the new courthouse became a prominent physical, legal, and architectural landmark, 
and no doubt was a great source of pride among citizens of Rusk County and downtown merchants. 

The Discovery of Oil and Renewed Growth in Downtown Henderson 
The completion of the courthouse preceded by almost two years the discovery of oil in 

northwestem Rusk County and the opening of the vast East Texas Oil Field in 1930. Until that time, 
Henderson's economy and central business district relied principally on yields of area farmers. 
However, as cotton prices declined with the onset of the Great Depression, profits dwindled, consumer 
spending declined, and commercial expansion slowed. The timely discovery of oil in East Texas not 
only offset the cotton related down tum in the local economy, it afforded, albeit briefly, ttemendous 
financial opportunities and commercial expansion. As one contemporary account of Rusk County 
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noted, " . . . cotton, upon which this area had depended for a century as its 'cash' crop, . . . went 
unpicked. Farmers who owned the cotton were too busy seeking better and better prices for leases and 
royalties, , ," (Dallas Moming News, as cited in Winfrey 1961:92), 

The person attributed with discovery of the East Texas Oil Field was CM. "Dad" Joiner. After 
two previously unsuccessful attempts, he stmck oil at the Daisy Bradford No. 3 well site in 
northwestem Rusk County on October 3, 1930. At the time of the discovery, he reportedly was staying 
in Henderson at the Southwestem Hotel (Map No, 104, Photograph 8) on N. Marshall Stteet. The well 
tapped into what was the world's largest known oil reserve. 

The discovery almost immediately affected Henderson and Rusk County and profoundly changed 
the city's business climate and physical character. The resulting boom was felt most sttongly in the 
central business district. Retail operations realized unprecedented profits that encouraged expansion in 
many existing businesses, as well as the establishment of new stores and commercial enterprises. Mil6 
and Rade Kangerga sold their highly successful dry goods enterprise, a mainstay in downtown 
Henderson since 1893, and devoted attention to their increasingly lucrative oil related business. Profits 
from oil leases enabled them to constmct a new 2-story building (Map No, 21, Photograph 1) in 1931 
on land adjacent to their old dry good store. 

An acute shortage of temporary lodging led to constmction of hotels, most notably the Randolph 
Hotel (razed) on W, Main Stteet, As demand for office space increased, the First National Bank (Map 
No, 98) added two floors to its existing facility to accommodate the influx of oil operators and others in 
the oil business. Nine months after the discovery, the Dallas Moming News reported. 

Results following a building campaign inaugurated by the chamber of commerce here 
have been most satisfactory . . . Two stories are being added to the First National Bank 
Building [Map No. 98, Photograph 2] at an estimated cost of approximately $40,000. M. 
Kangerga & Brother are adding to the store they own, a two-story fireproof annex [Map 
No. 21, Photograph 1]. Both floors will be used for office space. When completed, the 
building will total an expenditure of about $35,000. Within the last sixty days fifteen or 
twenty business buildings have been completed or are under constmction (Dallas Moming 
News June 14, 1931, as cited in Winfrey 1961:94-95). 

As happened during previous booms, the downtown expanded to accommodate this surge of 
growth, although this development was of greater volume than any earlier booms. Much development 
spread west and northwest of the central business district, near the new courthouse. This land 
previously contained a mixture of commercial buildings and residential properties. Block 17, in 
particular, was a popular location for development, and almost all extant buildings in the block (Map 
Nos, 49-53, Photograph 7) date to the oil boom era. In plan and form, these new buildings closely 
resembled their predecessors (One or Two Part Commercial Block with rectangular fcwtprints); 
however, their omamentation reflected tastes in commercial architecture that were fashionable at that 
time. The Art Deco style was the most popular architectural expression of the period, and noteworthy 
examples include the two Amold Office Buildings (Map Nos. 52 and 53, Photographs 7 and 11) on N. 
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Jackson Stteet. Other merchants remodeled existing stores, usually by applying modem and fashionable 
facades to their buildings. Good examples include the stores at 121 S. Main Stteet (Map No. 78), 123 
S. Main Stteet (Map No. 77), and 123 E. Main Street (Map No. 16). 

As the city experienced rapid growth and expansion during the oil boom, property values rose, 
as did the coffers of county and municipal govemments. The City erected a new water tank (Map No. 
47, Photograph 11) in late 1930 or early 1931. At about that same time, tiie City built a new fire 
station (Map No. 96) on Marshall Stteet (Farmer 1951:207). County commissioners voted to constmct 
a new jail (Map No. 68) on the courthouse square in 1933 and hired Defee & White as architects. The 
commissioners chose Rogers Hale of Henderson as general contractor (Rusk County Commissioner's 
Court Minutes, Vol. 9, pg. 76,122). Behind the 1928 courthouse, the jail was another prominent 
institutional building in the community and represented another tangible link to the local oil boom of the 
early 1930s. 

The opening and development of the East Texas Oil Field brought much wealth and prosperity to 
Henderson and other cities in the region for a relatively brief period of time. However, over 
production led to a collapse of prices by 1933. In an effort to regulate production and boost prices, 
Govemor Ross Sterling ordered all wells in the region shut down in August 1933 and sent the National 
Guard to enforce his mandate (Webb, Vol. I . 1952:536). Despite political instabilities, exploration and 
drilling continued for the remainder of the decade; however, eamings never attained heights reached in 
the early 1930s. Kilgore and Longview, rather than Henderson, evolved into the region's principal oil 
centers and siphoned off most subsequent oil related growth and prosperity. Nevertheless, some oil 
related profits filtered into Henderson, which ensured it at least a degree of stability in a time of 
national economic uncertainty, 

Henderson's oil boom effectively lasted only three years, but it had a sttong impact on 
downtown as evidenced by the many buildings extant in the central business district. Twelve buildings 
in the district were erected during the early 1930s. 

With the collapse of the oil boom and continued depressed prices for cotton and other locally 
cultivated agricultural goods, downtown Henderson grew only modestiy from the mid 1930s to 1940, 
Most downtown businesses continued operating profitably, but relatively littie new constmction was 
undertaken. The only significant buildings constmcted during this time were the Crim Funeral Home 
(Map No, 94) in 1934 and tiie U,S, Post Office (Map No. 84, Photograph 14) in 1935 (Farmer 
1951:117; Depot Museum photograph collection). 

Post World War II Development 
Henderson's downtown grew little both during and immediately following World War II . By the 

late 1940s, a rebounding local economy stimulated growth and revitalized retail activity within 
downtown Henderson. Constmction of highways bypassing the congested central business district 
during the 1950s and 1960s siphoned off business for many merchants. Many downtown property 
owners, such as the Beall brothers, who established a department store (formerly in the Redwine 
Building, Map No. 29) in Henderson in 1923 and subsequentiy opened franchises throughout Texas, 
remodeled their buildings in an attempt to encourage greater pattonage of their establishments. They 
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reasoned, as did merchants in other downtowns, that their buildings were old, unappealing, and 
unsophisticated. They hired contractors to cover original storefronts with metal covers or stucco. Few 
of the downtown property owners razed their buildings, leaving the area's historic character largely 
intact. 

Downtown Henderson continued a steady decline into the 1970s; however, a handful of 
individual property owners began efforts to revitalize the area by the 1980s. In 1987, the City of 
Henderson was selected to participate in the Main Stteet Program of the Texas Historical Commission, 
which focuses on economic development and historic preservation. Since then, renovation projects have 
been completed on 18 downtown buildings. 

Today, the core of the city's historic downtown falls within the Henderson Commercial Historic 
District. Several of the buildings, most notably the Rusk County Courthouse of 1928 (Map No. 67, 
Photograph 12), tiie Rusk County Jail of 1933 (Map No, 68), tiie Amold Office Buildings (Map Nos. 
53 and 53, Photographs 7 and 11) of circa 1930 and the old M, Kangerga & Brother Office and Store 
(Map Nos, 21 and 22, Photograph 1) of 1902 and 1931, respectively, are well preserved landmarks that 
reveal much about Henderson's evolution and development. The district's historical significance stems 
from its ability to convey a sense of the past and its association with the city's development as a 
regional center for commerce, trade, and govemment. The many vemacular buildings may lack 
individual prominence, but are notable when considered as a cohesive, collection. Rows of One Part 
Commercial Block buildings in the 100 block of E, Main Stteet and the 100 block of S, Main Stteet are 
detailed with only modest amounts of stylistic architectural omamentation. However, they represent the 
kinds of buildings erected in downtowns throughout East Texas during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Most of the buildings have been changed over the years, but these alterations do not greatiy 
affect the district's historic integrity. The lack of modem (post 1945), intmsive buildings within the 
district reinforces its overall historic character. 

Representative Properties 
The Henderson Commercial Historic District includes a variety of historic resources; however, 

most can be divided into subgroups that provide a cross section of the district's historical and physical 
evolution. On the basis of the period of original constmction and alteration, the subgroups are: early 
period of constmction (1880s-1910s), later period of constmction (1920s-1930s), early period of 
constmction with historic alterations (1930s modifications). Each subcategory is discussed in 
subsequent paragraphs and particular attention is paid to alterations and the extent to which they affect 
integrity and Contributing or Noncontributing status. 

Earlier Period of Constmction 
Properties in tiiis subcategory include commercial buildings constioicted from the 1880s to the 

1910s and are associated with Henderson's emergence as a center of commerce and trade in Rusk 
County. This grouping includes both One and Two Part Commercial Block buildings, most of which 
display only minimal amounts of stylistic detailing. The most omate craftsmanship is seen in the 
parapets and, in the case of the Two Part Commercial Block buildings, in hood molds above upper 
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floor windows. Common alterations include installation of metal frame windows and doors in the 
storefront and appUcation of stucco over original brick exterior finish. Despite such changes, most 
buildings in this subgrouping essentially appear much as they did when originally completed and are 
indicative of vemacular architectural trends in East Texas of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

The building at 115 E. Main (Map No. 12, Photograph 3) is an example of a One Part 
Commercial Block constmcted during the late 19th century. Like many other buildings in this category, 
it is part of a row of similarly scaled stores and features 1-story brick constmction and a rectangular 
building fcx)tprint. The facade includes a 3-bay storefront with a recessed central entrance and 
omamental brickwork in the parapet. Although there are changes to the storefront and paint covers the 
original brick exterior finish of this building, the inset panels and corbeled brickwork in the parapet 
survive with few alterations, and the building's original scale, form, and massing are intact. The new 
storefront detracts somewhat from the building's historic character, but the recessed door and angled 
display windows reflect the original fenestration pattem. New materials used in the storefront detract 
from the property's historic character, but are not so severe to prohibit the building's ability to be easily 
recognizable to the district's period of significance. Thus, the building is classified as Contributing. 

The 2-story building at 104-106 E. Main (Map No. 22, Photograph 1) is an example of a Two 
Part Commercial Block property considered to be from the district's earlier period of constmction. 
Mild and Rade Kangerga erected this building in 1908 to house their general merchandise store. M. 
Kangerga & Brother, as the firm was known, was a locally prominent business that operated through 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Although this store was the basis of their fortune, the Kangerga 
brothers eventually sold their mercantile operation and concentrated on land, oil, and other investments. 
They constmcted the adjoining building at 102 E. Main (Map No. 21) in 1931 to contain their offices. 
In 1938 M.E. Moses Co., a five and dime store, occupied the ground floor and remained at the location 
through the 1980s. Soon after the completion of the 1989 historic resources survey, the County 
acquired this and adjoining properties and subsequentiy converted the Kangerga Store into a library. 
Local officials worked closely with the Division of Architecture of the Texas Historical Commission to 
ensure that salient architectural features were left intact. The project was successful and the parapet and 
transoms are the only noticeable exterior differences between the building's current and original 
appearance. Old photographs show a stepped parapet capping the building and etched glass transoms 
with a geometric pattem. 

The Merritt Building (Map No. 20, Photograph 1) at 100 E. Main is another example of a Two 
Part Commercial Block building that dates from the late 19th century; however, its rehabilitation in the 
late 1980s helped spur the city's current downtown revitalization efforts. Jesse F. Merritt constmcted 
the building with brick fired at his kiln. A liquor wholesaler, he operated a saloon in the building. He 
later sold and repurchased the property only to lose it finally in 1890. James Cameron leased the 
building around 1900 and established the Cameron Dmg Store, which operated at the location for nearly 
50 years. Various professionals maintained offices upstairs. Since its original constmction, the 
building has been altered, especially on the first floor. However, the kinds of changes and the impact 
these modifications have had to the building's character are representative of other Two Part 
Commercial Block properties in the district, such as those shown on Map Nos. 9 and 99. Ground level 
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alterations, including the canopy, windows, doors, and brick, are incompatible with the building's 
historic appearance. Old photographs of the building clearly show that the first floor had cast iron 
columns and fixed light transoms within rectangular openings. Removal of the stucco uncovered some 
of the building's more important exterior features, such as the brick piers that define vertical divisions 
on the front and side elevations. The work also left exposed badly deteriorated brick on the exterior, 
which was subsequentiy painted. Despite these alterations, the building retains its basic form and still 
conveys a sense of the past, especially on the second floor. Although it adds only minimally to the 
historic character of the district, the building is classified as Contributing. 

The Opera House (Map No. 28, Photographs 2 and 10) at 122 E. Main is a Two Part 
Commercial Block with segmental arched, second floor windows and other features suggestive of the 
Late Victorian Italianate style. When the Sanbom Map Company published its first set of maps of 
downtown Henderson in 1885, the building was under constmction. Deed records reveal that E.M. 
Dotson and J.H. Norvel owned the property at that time, and operated a dry goods store. Subsequent 
Sanbom maps never indicate the presence of an opera house at this (or any other) location. The 
building housed a variety of retail businesses. When photographed during a 1989 historic resources 
survey, the building was vacant and in poor condition. A stucco finish over the brick exterior finish, 
the covering of ground level openings, and the removal of original 2-story canopy compromised the 
building's integrity and many of its character defining features. Since 1989, the owners removed the 
stucco finish, thus exposing hood molds around the second floor windows and other original elements of 
design and workmanship. Despite the best intentions, the renovation work was not always congmous 
with the property's historic appearance. Historic photographs show that a balconied canopy extended 
across the front; however, the reconstmcted balustrade has more broadly proportioned woodwork than 
the original. The configuration of the ground level openings is inconsistent with those of other Two 
Part Commercial Block buildings in Henderson. The scored stucco on the first floor is not based on 
historical precedent. Although the second floor retains much of its historic fabric, renovations on the 
ground floor are so overpowering and collectively diminish the building's historic character to warrant 
classification of the property as Noncontributing. 

Later Period of Constmction 
Historic properties representative of the district's later development include commercial and 

institutional buildings constmcted in the 1920s or 1930s. Most, but not all, of the buildings postdate 
the opening of East Texas Oil Field in 1931, which ushered in a brief, yet intense constmction boom in 
the district. These properties convey a sttong sense of this era in the district's past and represent a 
significant part of the area's physical and historical character. This category includes mostiy One and 
Two Part Commercial Block buildings that share many of the same general physical characteristics, 
such as rectangular building footprints, masonry constmction, and 3-bay storefronts, that are associated 
with their respective broad property type groupings. However, stylistic omamentation on facades is an 
effective method of distinguishing buildings in this period of constmction from earlier counterparts. 

The Chamberlain Chevrolet Building (Map No. 76, Photograph 5) at 125 S. Main is a 
noteworthy example of a One Part Commercial Block building from the 1920s. Constmcted by local 
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contractor Ross Maddox for H.B. Chamberlain and D.W. Farley, the building housed the county's first 
Chevrolet dealership and it anchors a row of One Part Commercial Block buildings in the 100 block of 
S. Main Stteet. Like most buildings of this property type, the building is relatively straightforward and 
functional in its design; however, its elongated storefront presents a more horizontal emphasis than most 
of the district's other One Part Commercial Block buildings. Another distinctive feature is the 
brickwork in the parapet, which incorporates the Chevrolet logo in inset panels. The metal frame 
display windows and doors in the storefront are the only noticeable exterior changes to the building. 
These alterations minimally detract from the building's historic character because the original 
fenestration pattem remains intact and the original brick exterior finish and scale are unchanged. 
Because the property retains salient features that distinguish it as one of the district's later examples of a 
One Part Commercial Block, it is classified as Contributing. 

Other examples in this category display less finely crafted brickwork in their parapets, but still 
retain their original fenestration pattems in their storefronts. They have facades that are less horizontal 
in overall form than the Chamberlain Chevrolet Building. The replacement of original windows and 
doors in the storefronts is less severe if the fenestration pattems are unchanged. 

The Amold Building (No. 1) at 109 N. Jackson (Map No. 52, Photographs 7 and 11) 
exemplifies a Two Part Commercial Block building from the district's later period of historical 
development. It is also indicative of the kind of constmction activity that occurred in downtown 
Henderson during the early 1930s oil boom and is a noteworthy local illustration of Art Deco 
architecture. J.E. Amold constmcted the building, which he leased to Larry N. Rice. Rice operated a 
women's clothing store at this location until the mid 1940s. The building appears much as it did when 
constmcted in 1931. The original exterior finish, with its stylized geometric reliefs, and the 
fenestration pattems on both floors are intact. 

Commercial buildings represented the bulk of new constmction in downtown Henderson during 
the 1920s and 1930s; however, several govemmental buildings were also erected during the period, 
most notably the Rusk County Courthouse. The largest and most significant property in the district, the 
Rusk County Courthouse is the fourth to serve the county. It replaced an 1878 French Second Empire 
style building that stood on a small public square at the intersection of E./W. Main and N./S. Main 
stteets. When county commissioners deemed the 1878 building unsafe and expendable, they abandoned 
the original public square and constmcted the new courthouse two blocks north to accommodate traffic 
demands and to provide more office space. The relocation of the courthouse greatiy changed the 
physical character and feeling of the downtown. County commissioners closed a section of N. Jackson 
Stteet, and rededicated the land as part of a new courthouse square. County commissioners hired a 
Dallas architectural firm (Curtis & Thomas) to design the facility. Local contractor Ross Maddox 
began in December 1928 and completed work about one year later. Although the design incorporates 
many classically inspired elements, it also features some Art Deco motifs. Many downtown buildings 
constmcted in the early 1930s during the boom associated with the opening of the East Texas Oil Field 
likewise utilized stylistic omamentation of the Art Deco movement. The Rusk County Courthouse 
remains virtually unaltered and is classified as Contributing. 
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The courthouse is one of four govemmental buildings erected during the late 1920s and 1930s 
and all have changed littie since their original constmction. The others include the Rusk County Jail, 
the Post Office, and the Henderson Fire Station. Because these buildings retain most of their original 
physical features and are closely associated with the district's later development, they are categorized as 
Contributing. 

Earlier Period of Constmction with Historic Alterations 
This subcategory includes late 19th and early 20th century buildings that were extensively 

remodeled during the district's period of significance. Although the buildings no longer appear as they 
did originally, they reflect important ttends in the local history and thus are significant in their own 
right. In most cases, the alterations were completed during the 1930s when the East Texas Oil Field 
spurred commercial activity in Henderson and other cities in this part of the state. 

To be considered Contributing, a property in this subcategory should appear much as it did when 
the renovations were completed. Relatively minor changes, such as the replacement of new display 
windows and doors, only minimally detract if other important physical attributes, such as the scale, 
form, and massing are unaltered. The Marwil Building (Map No. 13, Photograph 3) at 117 E. Main 
provides a good illustration of how alterations to a One Part Commercial Block building during the 
district's period of significance can contribute to the downtown's historic character. The building was 
originally constmcted as early as 1885 and was part of a row of identical 1-story brick stores with 3-bay 
storefronts. W.L. Marwilsky (later Marwil) purchased the property in 1893 and operated a liquor store 
and saloon until 1906, when he became a dry goods merchant. Sometime in the 1920s, he completely 
remodeled the facade and installed a new row of transoms, a cast stone comice with dentils, and a 
pedimented parapet suggestive of the Classical Revival style. The building remained essentially 
unchanged until the late 1980s, when the owner, like several others in Henderson, remodeled the 
storefront as part of widespread downtown revitalization movement. The work resulted in the 
installation of a new entrance and display windows that detract somewhat from the building's historic 
character. Because the upper portion of the facade is largely unchanged since the 1920s remodeling and 
the storefront's historic fenestration pattem and recessed central entrance bay are maintained, the 
building still conveys a sttong sense of the past and thus contributes to the district. 

The building at 123 E. Main (Map No. 16, Photograph 3) also illustrates how exterior changes 
to an older One Part Commercial Block building can enhance a property's significance. The building, 
according to Sanbom maps, dates to the 1910s, but the storefront is suggestive of the 1930s. This 
alteration reflects the importance of the oil boom in East Texas and how local merchants prospered 
during the period. The storefront also is an outstanding and remarkably unaltered example of the Art 
Modeme style in an East Texas downtown. Although the stucco finish in the upper portion of the 
building at 123 E. Main presumably covers distinguishing materials and craftsmanship, the storefront, 
with its curved entrance and vettolite sheathing, overpowers these historically insensitive changes and 
enables the building to convey a strong sense of the past. The building retains its integrity of feeling, 
setting, and association. 
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This subcategory of Contributing properties also includes buildings, such as the Stewart 
Building, that are classified as Two Part Commercial Block. The Stewart Building at U l E. Main 
(Map No. 10, Photograph 3) was part of the row of 1-story stores constmcted as early as 1885. 
Sanbom maps indicate that a dmg store has operated in the building since then, except for a short 
period in the 1890s. Local historian Virginia Knapp states that fire severely damaged the store in 1915, 
and its owner, Charles Stewart, not only repaired the building but added a second floor, which housed a 
fratemal lodge. Subsequent owners have modified the exterior only minimally. In the late 1980s, the 
owner spearheaded efforts for the City of Henderson to participate in the Main Stteet Program. He 
undertook one of the first downtown renovations under the auspices of this program. Like many other 
Two Part Commercial Block buildings in the district, it has been modified more extensively on ground 
level. The present storefront, with its stained woodwork, angled entrance, and display windows, does 
not appear to be original and detracts from the building's overall historic character. The upper floor, 
however, retains its most important historic architectural features, including the original fenestration 
pattem, segmental arched openings, and decorative brickwork in the parapet. Although the painted 
brick exterior and storefront changes are not sensitive to the property's historic character, the building 
still conveys a sttong sense of its past and retains enough of its historic design elements, craftsmanship, 
and materials to be classified as Contributing. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Beginning at the center of the intersection of W. Main and N. Van Buren stteets, proceed north 

590 feet along the middle of the right of way of N. Van Buren Stteet until reaching the northeast comer 
of the intersection of N. Van Buren and W. Charlevoix stteets. Continue east 880 feet along the north 
curbside of W. and E, Charlevoix Stteet until reaching N. Marshall Street. Then continue south 75 feet 
along the middle of the right of way of N. Marshall Stteet until reaching a point parallel to the north 
side of the property line of 124 N. Marshall Stteet. Then continue east along the north property line of 
124 N. Marshall Stteet. Then continue south along the east property line of 124 N. Marshall Stteet 
until reaching the center of E. Fordall Stteet. Then west until reaching a point parallel to the rear 
property line of 114-122 N. Marshall Street. Then continue south along the rear property lines of 100-
122 N. Marshall Stteet until reaching the middle of the right of way of E. Main Stteet, Then continue 
east approximately 60 feet until reaching a point parallel to the east property line of 208 1/2 E, Main 
Stteet, Then continue south along the east property line of 208 1/2 Main Stteet until reaching the north 
property line of 113 S, Marshall Stteet, Then continue east along the north property line of 113 S, 
Marshall Street, Then continue soutii along the east property line of 113 and 115 S, Marshall Stteet, 
Then continue west along the south property line of 115 S, Marshall Stteet, Then continue west 110 
feet along the middle of the right of way of E. Minden Stteet until reaching a point parallel to the east 
property line of 200 E. Elk Stteet. Then continue south along the east property line of 200 E. Elk 
Stteet until reaching the south curbside of E. Elk Stteet. Then continue west 450 feet along the south 
curbside of E. and W. Elk Stteet until reaching the intersection of S. Jackson Stteet. Then continue 
north 590 feet along middle of the right of way of S. Jackson Stteet until reaching the middle of the 
right of way of W. Main Stteet. Then continue west 230 feet along W. Main Stteet until reaching the 
middle of the right of way of N. Van Buren Stteet, the point of beginning. 
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JUSTIFICATION OF BOUNDARIES 
The district includes a concentration of relatively intact commercial and govemmental buildings 

erected before 1945. Property outside of the district would not contribute to it historic character. East 
of the district is residential property that has few architectural or historical similarities with buildings in 
the district. Property south of the district includes some historic commercial buildings, especially along 
the east side of the 200 block of S. Main Stteet. However, almost all of the buildings lack sufficient 
integrity to contribute to the district's historic character. Property west of the district includes 
commercial buildings with a broad range of constmction dates. The largest is a relatively new bank 
complex that encompasses an entire city block. The bank, which does not reflect any of the prevailing 
physical characteristics seen in the district, severely dismpts the historic character of the downtown and 
would be a major intmsive element if included in the district. Three buildings on the west side of N. 
Van Buren Stteet, just beyond the boundaries, were constmcted before 1945, but severe alterations to 
the facades justify their exclusion. They would be classified as Noncontributing elements. The new 
county jail bounds the 100 block of W, Charlevoix Stteet; warehouses and other less densely developed 
commercial properties are north of the district. These buildings do not contribute to the district's 
historic character and therefore are excluded. The district extends to encompass a large, open, parking 
lot at the southwest comer of E. Charlevoix and N. Marshall streets. This area is included, enabling 
the district's boundaries to follow street lines. The boundaries extend to the east to include a large 
historic commercial building (Map No. 105) in the 120 block of N. Marshall Stteet. The store, the 
lone pre 1945 building in this block, was included in the district because of its proximity to the 
district's core area and because of its lack of major physical changes. 

The district represents the core of Henderson's historic downtown. The vast majority of 
buildings share common scale, materials, and massing that sttongly define the city's historic role as the 
commercial and govemmental center. These physical attributes and the many historical associations that 
link these properties together present a cohesive grouping that is perceived as a single unit. 
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

Henderson Commercial Historic District 
Henderson, Rusk County, Texas 
Photographed by David Moore 
November 22, 1992 
Original negatives on file with the Texas Historical Commission 

Soutii side of 100 block of E. Main Stieet 
Map No. 22-Contributing; Map No. 21-Contributing; Map No. 20-Contributing 

Camera facing south 
Photograph 1 of 15 

Soutii side of 100 block of E. Main 
Map No. 98-Contributing; Map No. 29-Noncontributing; Map No. 28-Noncontributing; Map 
No. 27-Noncontributing; Map No. 26-Noncontributing; Map No. 25-Noncontributing; Map No. 
24-Noncontributing; Map No. 23-Contributing 

Camera facing southeast 
Photograph 2 of 15 

North side of 100 block of E. Main, 100 N. Marshall 
Map No. 10-Contributing; Map No. 11-Contributing; Map No. 12-Contributing; Map No. 13-
Contributing; Map No. 14-Noncontributing; Map No. 15-Noncontributing; Map No. 16-
Contributing; Map No. 17-Noncontributing; Map No. 99-Contributing 

Camera facing east 
Photograph 3 of 15 

North side of 100 block of E. Main Street 
Map No. 7-Noncontributing; Map No. 8-Noncontributing; Map No. 9-Contributing 

Camera facing northeast 
Photograph 4 of 15 

East side of 100 block of S. Main 
Map No. 82-Noncontributing; Map No. 81-Noncontributing; Map No. 80-Noncontributing; Map 
No. 79-Contributing; Map No. 78-Contributing; Map No. 77-Contributing; Map No. 76-
Contributing 

Camera facing northeast 
Photograph 5 of 15 
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West side of 100 block of S. Main 
Map No. 56-Noncontributing; Map No. 57-Noncontributing; Map No. 58-Noncontributing; Map 
No. 59-Noncontributing; Map No. 60-Noncontributing; Map No. 61-Contributing; Map No. 62-
Contributing 

Camera facing southwest 
Photograph 6 of 15 

West side of 100 block of N. Jackson 
Map No. 48-Contributing; Map No. 49-Contributing; Map No. 50-Contributing; Map No. 51-
Noncontributing; Map No. 52-Contributing; Map No. 53-Contributing 

Camera facing northwest 
Photograph 7 of 15 

East side of 100 block of N. MarshaU 
Map No. 104-Contributing; Map No. 103-Contributing; Map No. 102-Noncontributing; Map 
No. 101-Noncontributing; Map No. 100-Noncontributing; Map No. 99-Contributing 

Camera facing northeast 
Photograph 8 of 15 

117 E. Main 
Map No. 13-Contributing 

Camera facing north 
Photograph 9 of 15 

122 E. Main 
Map No. 28-Noncontributing 

Camera facing south 
Photograph 10 of 15 

West side of 100 block of N. Jackson 
Map No. 51-Noncontributing; Map No. 52-Contributing; Map No. 47-Contributing 

Camera facing southwest 
Photograph 11 of 15 

205 N. Main 
Map No. 67-Contributing 

Camera facing northwest 
Photograph 12 of 15 
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202 N. Main 
Map No. 84-Contributing 

Camera facing southeast 
Photograph 13 of 15 

100 block of E. Elk 
Map No. 76-Contributing; Map No. 106C-Contributing; Map No. 36-Contributing 

Camera facing northeast 
Photograph 14 of 15 

West side of 100 block of N. Main 
Map No. 65-Contributing; Map No. 66-Noncontributing; Map No. N-7-Noncontributing; Map 
No. N-2-Noncontributing 

Camera facing northwest 
Photograph 15 of 15 
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