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5. CLASSIFICATION
OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY:
CATEGORY OF PROPERTY:

Private

Building

NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY:

CONTRIBUTING

NONCONTRIBUTING

1
0
0
0

0 BUILDINGS

1

0 TOTAL

0 SITES
0 STRUCTURES
0 OBJECTS

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 0
NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: N/A

6. FUNCTION OR USE
HISTORIC FUNCTIONS:

COMMERCE/TRADE: financial institution

CURRENT FUNCTIONS:

COMMERCE/TRADE: financial mstitution

7. DESCRIPTION
ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION:
MATERIALS:

Other: Enframed Block; Classical Revival

FOUNDATION

CONCRETE

WALLS

BRICK

ROOF

ASPHALT

OTHER

WOOD; GLASS; STONE (Granite; Limestone)

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

(see continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-9).
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Constructed in 1912 facing the public square of this west Texas town, Jayton's First National
Bank typifies the buildings constructed by financial institutions in the region during the early 20th
cenmry. With the enframed block commercial form favored by such institutions during the period,
the 1-story brick building feamres an idiosyncratic and eclectic application of ornamentation drawn
from the Classical Revival style. The rectangular plan engenders a symmetrical facade dominated by
an entry portico with composite order columns. Classical detailing includes these polished granite
columns, as well as quoins, bull's eye windows, denticulated molding and a pedimented parapet. In
excellent physical condition, the property retains a high degree of its historic integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.

This building reflects the stylistic trends embraced by many banks constructed in small towns
throughout Texas and the United States during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The single story
masonry building rises from a rectangular plan to a flat roof on a tract facing east onto the town
square. Exterior walls are of hard faced tan brick veneer with decorative stone elements and operable
wood windows. The symmetrical entry features concrete steps, granite columns, limestone
entablature, and a wood framed awning. The interior also reflects the Classical Revival movement in
the extensive use of oak woodwork and leaded glass.
It occupies the northwest corner of the intersection of Donoho and Fourth Streets on a single
30' wide lot of the original town survey (see Plan-18). The site is flat with only a single moderately
sized sycamore tree located east of the east entry sidewalk. This tree was not an influence on the
original design, but was planted later. Across the town square to the east is the Kent County
Courthouse, constructed after relocation of the county seat to Jayton in 1954. Across Fourth Street to
the south lies the frame Garnett Hotel building, the original home of the bank which is currently being
considered for demolition. The west 44 feet of the original site is currently vacant, but exhibits below
grade remnants of historic 1-story buildings. This property is not now controlled by the property
owner, although a purchase offer has been tendered. Adjacent to the bank on the north is the Kent
County State Bank building, constructed in 1962. Older buildings on this adjacent plot were most
recently the victims of fire, as were many other of the towns original buildings. Street parking and
concrete sidewalks occur on both the east and south side of the building.
The building is constructed with masonry bearing walls on a concrete foundation. Face brick
veneer, ornamental lunestone, and operable wood windows with leaded glass transoms are prominent
on the principal facades. The flat roof is wood framed with wood decking and built up asphalt and
felt membranes surfaced with gravel. It slopes moderately (1/4" per foot) to the west where storm
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water is conveyed off the roof by two externally mounted storm water conductors. The roof, as well
as the roof skylight, is obscured by the parapet walls. Framing below the wood floors is wood, with a
ventilated crawl space located below the framing. Those parts of the interior having ceramic tile floor
finish have a concrete slab underneath.
The principal facade faces east onto Donoho Street (see Photo 1). It is symmetrical with
concrete entrance steps leading to an entry portico enclosed on all sides but the east. Freestanding
polished granite columns resting on low brick wallsflankthe entry steps and support the limestone
entablature. The ends of the entablature are supported on rectangular granite pilasters butted tight
against the brick quoins that define the northern and southern ends of this facade. Above the
entablature are three regularly spaced, wood cased, brick and limestone trunmed bull's eye windows.
Above these openings, a pattern of outward corbeling, inward recessing, and denticulation in the
brickwork creates a pseudo-cornice which is itself topped with a brick parapet wall and limestone
coping. The central section of the parapet above the entrance is elevated slightly and capped with an
ogee shaped limestone coping. The entire width of the east facade has a wood framed awning
supported by steel hanger rods.
The south elevation generally feamres the same brick and lunestone detailing as found on the
east (see Photo 2). Brick pilasters reflect the quoins, extending from the foundation line through the
pseudo-cornice to the parapet and have limestone caps at the cornice line and at the parapet. These
pilasters define five bays of varying widths. Above the comice line each of the interior pilasters has a
brick trimmed oculus to provide for attic ventilation. Double hung wood windows with 1/1 sash and
fixed transoms provide natural light to the buildmg's interior. Transoms lighting public spaces are
glazed with beveled edge cut glass panels with leaded joints. The limestone sills are at a uniform
height and continue across the full width of each bay. A narrow secondary entry is located in the west
most bay. This entry's concrete steps areflankedby brick pilasters capped with limestone capitals. A
lunestone entablature surmounts this composition.
The entire west elevation is constructed of orange-red common brick. Although two windows
like those on the south elevation originally pierced this wall, they were almost entirely blocked up
when buildings were in place on the adjacent property. Adaptive use and lack of ownership of this
property to the west necessitated blocking these windows. Two surface mounted galvanized metal
roof drainage conductors are symmetrically placed on the elevation.
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The north exterior wall is almost completely obscured by the adjacent Kent County State Bank
building (see Photo 3). Exposed surfaces are covered with painted cement plaster applied over
"common" brick, the same as found on the west wall.
The plan of the building is rectangular with a classically influenced entry portico opening onto
the central bank lobby (see Plan-19). This large central space is divided between public and staff
areas by the teller counter and the six-foot partition defining the cashier's office. The west end of the
building's central space is defined by the vault wall. Passageways north and south of the vault provide
access to the boardroom and toilet located in the southwest and northwest corners of the building
respectively.
The teller stations are constructed of oak with metal grills and leaded art glass panels (see
Photo-23). As part of the adaptive use of this original construction, new teller station equipment was
installed underneath the countertops following minor modifications. Additionally, a half height wall
was added inside the teller work area to provide an enclosure for equipment and specialty work
stations. Windows along the south wall are trimmed with oak and the interior surfaces of the window
mullions have an applied oak veneer.
Ceilings throughout this central space consist of cement plaster applied to wood lath in a
coffered design divided into four quadrants surroundmg the central domed skylight (see Photo 4).
Measuring ten feet in diameter, this domed skylight visually dominates the interior. It features 13
individual leaded art glass panels supported on a metal grid. To prevent dust from once again
covering the upper surface of the glass panels, the original enclosure walls of the rectilinear skylight
well were reconstructed, sealed, and ventilated. Centered above the interior skylight is a glazed roof
skylight having minor amounts of decorative sheet metal work. Ceilings outside this area consist of
pressed metal, with each area feamring different designs.
Interior walls throughout the building feature cement plaster finishes over masonry, except for
the east entry storefront. Lower portions of the walls in the public spaces and on the teller line feature
white marble wainscots supported on a dark green marble base and capped with oak trim. The east
entry window wall features two extraordinary six foot high by ten foot wide undivided operable wood
windowsflankinga central wood and glass entry door. Above the operable windows, beveled edge
cut glass transom panels match those of the exterior windows on the south. Oak trun elements on this
wall are identical inside and out. Fluted pilasters capped with cast wood capitals divide the windows
from the door and also terminate the storefront assembly at either end. Floors in the public spaces are
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bordered by geometrically patterned one inch square tile of black and gray color, with hexagonal field
tiles in the same colors laid with a regularly spaced Latin cross design. Hardwoodfloorsinclude
maple planks in the teller areas and pine in the boardroom.
The west wall of the teller lobby and the east and west walls of the boardroom display murals
painted directiy onto the original plaster during the early 1930s (see Photo 4) . Signed by the artist
Garnet, littie else is known about these significant feamres, framed with picmre molding attached
directly to the walls. The condition of the murals in the teller lobby is very good, with no
preservation work required during the recent rehabilitation. Because the murals in the boardroom
were peeling andflakingbadly, stabilization with acrylic spray was necessary to allow other building
construction work to proceed without further damage.
The boardroom occupies the southwest corner of the building. This space also features pressed
metal ceilings and peruneter moldings, painted plaster walls, and stained pine plank flooring. A brick
fireplace with painted wood overmantle with mirror graces the west wall. A toilet/vestibule area in the
northwest corner of the building was enlarged in the recent rehabilitation effort. It now provides
handicapped accessibility and access to a rear stair connecting the rear work areas of the two
buildings.
A major part of the program for adaptive use of this building required that it be connected
internally with the adjacent 1962 bank building on the north (see Plan-19). This connection required
piercing the common wall at two points, and the construction of stairs to overcome the 36 inch
difference in floor levels. All new stair construction was placed inside the 1962 building, and
openings in the wall were trunmed out to match the construction in the historic building. Although
the east entry to the historic building remains an important entry point for bank patrons, full
accessibility for the disabled had to be provided via a relocated and redesigned entry to the 1962
building. This new entry is centered on the new interior stairs and affords direct visibility into the
rehabilitated historic building.
Recent rehabilitation work on the exterior focused on general repair of masonry joints,
cleaning of the stone and brick and painting of all exterior wood. The original wood awning was
replicated and the solid oak storefront members stripped and refmished. Window sash on the side
elevation experienced repair of deteriorated sash rails and window trun and retrofitting for double
pane insulating glass. Deteriorated pilaster capitals at the rear entrance were also repaired, while
windows on the this elevation were blocked up. Interior renovations focused on cleaning and repairing
the original finishes. The leaded glass in the skylight as well as other glass work throughout required
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cleaning and repairing. Approximately one-quarter of the plaster ceiling above the central Lobby was
replicated because of damage, while the woodwork was merely stripped and refmished. The original
plaster walls and pressed metal ceilings required repair and repainting. New electrical wiring systems
and a new HVAC system (units are located on the roof and in the attic spaces) were installed.
Adaptive use elements include the half height workspace divider in the teller work area, reconstruction
of the staff toilet for handicapped compliance, and creation of openings between the 1912 building and
the 1962 building and their stair systems.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA
_x_ A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE
BROAD PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY.
_ B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST.
_x_ C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF
CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS THE WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES HIGH ARTISTIC VALUE, OR
REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT A N D DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS LACK INDIVIDUAL
DISTINCTION.

_ D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR
HISTORY.

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: N/A
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Commerce; Architecture

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE:

1912-32

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1912
SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A
CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A
ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

Stuckey, R.H. (architect)

NARRATFVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

(see continuation sheets 8-10 through 8-15)

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES
BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuation sheet 9-17)
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A

X preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
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X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission)
_ Other state agency
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Founded in 1907 in conjunction with efforts to establish this west Texas town, the First
National Bank of Jayton continued to serve the community for a quarter of a cenmry. About 1912' the
financial institution commissioned this brick building facing east onto the public square. The new
edifice continued to house all banking activities in the community to the present day. At the tune of
its construction, the substantial building fostered a stable image for the bank during a period when
Jayton's contemporaneous buildings were mostiy of frame constructions. It conforms to Longstreth's
typology for enframed block commercial buildings, a form used almost exclusively by banking
concerns during the early 20th century. Its refined Classical Revival ornamentation suggests the
involvement of R.H. Stockey, a regionally based architect active during this period. The building is
therefore nominated at the local level of significance under Criterion A in the area of Commerce and
under Criterion C in the area of Architecture.

Although Kent County itself was subdivided from Scurry County and organized in November
1892, planning for the organization of the Jayton community did not actively begin until 1906. As
was the case throughout the western United States, the ever expanding railroad system continued its
reach into new territory. Rail service brought new settlers, and the goods and hardware necessary to
sustain them, while opening up new markets for the community's agricultural products. To provide
this service, the Stamford and Northwestern railroad whistled into Jayton in 1909. Anticipating its
arrival, M.A. Rose platted the town on land he donated with three other civic leaders, Joe L. Jay,
J.H. Donoho, and J. M. Kelley. In response, the local population steadily increased until its peak of
about 750 in the middle of the 1920s.
Among those important early families in the area, those of Robert Goodall, Daniel M. Jay and
Thomas E. Murdoch played significant roles in the histories of the First National Bank, the town of
Jayton and Kent County. Robert Goodall served as a member of the original Kent County
Commissioners Court when it was organized. He was the first president of the bank and was serving
in that capacity at the time of his death in 1913. The same painting of him that overlooked the lobby
after his death still hangs in the bank today. Other Goodall family members have contributed to the
social and business life of Kent County for over 100 years. Two peace officers, Robert Issac Goodall
and Raldo G. Goodall each served as Sheriff of Kent County for a number of years. Daniel M. Jay
moved his to Texas from Iowa. He owned land just west of the present town of Jayton. He became
the first postmaster of Jayton (acmally Jay Flats, Jayton's predecessor community to the northwest),
having been appointed to that office on 20 February 1886. On 25 January 1895 his son J.B. assumed
the postmaster's office. The younger Jay had also begun an eight year term as Kent County Judge in
November 1902. He and Delia V. Short were issued the first marriage license in Kent County on 7
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January 1893. Two other sons became active in the banking business. Joe L. Jay, one of the original
donors of land for the town of Jayton, served as a vice president of the new bank, while his brother
Richard A. Jay served as cashier. His grandson, M.S. Sandell, initially acted as the assistant cashier
at the banks founding, ultunately serving as its president between 1922 and 1925. Thomas E.
Murdoch immigrated from England to Kent County in 1892 with his parents. He served on the bank's
board of directors during the 1920s. His grandson, Beryle Murdoch Sr., served as an officer and
director of the successor Kent County State Bank after 1963, while his great grandson, Beryle
Murdoch Jr., now serves as its president and director.
Among the contemporaneous buildings in town were the Yellow Hotel, the Rule-Jay ton cotton
oil mill and the cattle shipping pens. W.R. Finch's cotton gin and ice house were in place by 1910.
By 1911 the Robinson family established a dry goods and grocery store, a hardware store and a
funeral parlor, providing employment for at least ten families in the community. Marvin Morrow
opened the first drug store, and Lowrance-McKinzie operated a large mercantile business. A brick
plant located south of Jayton near the Salt Fork of the Brazos River opened about the mrn of the
century. This enterprise provided bricks for many early chimneys, cistern tops and other building
feamres, many of which survive to mark the location of the early buildings that fell victim to fne.
A pivotal event in the economic life of many developing towns in early Texas was the
establishment of a bank. Indeed, a bank in Kent County in 1893, could have even saved a life. One
of the first murders in the county happened when Kent Country Judge A. W. Landers was making his
regular trip to Snyder to take county funds for safe keeping. He did not reach Snyder, nor did he
remm to the county seat in Clairemont. His body was found on the third day, although the money
was never located. Judge Landers had been robbed, beaten and killed.
The First National Bank of Jayton was established in 1907^ as a private bank, with operations
housed in the Garnett Hotel. The establishment of a banking instimtion in rural Texas in the early
1900s was generally undertaken by its founding stockholders to service thefinancialneeds of a
geographic area based on the first hand knowledge of how to make a profit by serving those needs.
National and state events would eventually prove, however, that profitability and survivability would
be confounded by events over which the founding stockholders had little or no control. The rigors of
regular travel to and from banks in Spur and Aspermont (both approximately 30 miles away) were no
doubt important to these early stockholders in their establishment of the bank in Jayton. The new
bank could count among likely customers the long time resident ranching interests, the county
treasurer, the city and school taxing entities. All had one similar problem, the forced regular
pilgrimage to other towns for banking services. Coincident with the incorporation of the town of
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Jayton in 1910, the bank received its charter as a National Bank (Certificate No. 9845). It
subsequentiy embarked on plans for the construction of its own building. In part this move reflected
new opportunities to draw the rail company itself, cattle shippers, the cotton mills and gins and other
diverse enterprises attracted to set up business in the new railroad town.
The earliest known statement of condition for the bank dates to 5 December 1911,
approximately five years after its founding but before completion of its new building. Significant
values in that statement include: $40,000 in capital stock, $5,000 in surplus, $41,758 in demand
deposits, $70,489 in loans, with total resources of $109,424. A comparable statement dated 31
December 1927 shows that while capital stock remained steady, surplus and undivided profits grew to
$21,697, with demand deposits and loans increasing to $81,821 and $381,047 respectively. Total
resources grew more than 400% to $452,445, an annual growth rate approaching 25% per year.
This steady growth was on the verge of significant upheaval, however. As Fehrenbach
suggests, the impact of the Great Depression in Texas came with falling agricultural prices:
"the immense crisis of capitalism that began in New York on October 23, 1929, did not
at first affect Texas. The real pinch began in 1931 when the financial collapse engulfed
central Europe, rebounding westward. European markets (for U.S. farm products)
dried up; cotton prices fell from 18 cents per pound in 1928 to 5 cents in 1931. Texas
descended with the whole nation into depression and economic chaos." (Fehrenbach,
650)
He further offers the opinion that, "the savage dry spell that one again gripped Texas and the adjacent
Plains States did more fundamental damage, and evicted more families from the soil, than the earlier
fiscal and financial crisis." Certainly, this experience parallels the bank's history. It primarily served
an agrarian based economy, surviving until it went into the receivership of the Comptroller of the
U.S. Currency in June 1932. Anther victim of the worldwide pattern of business failures during the
period, the bank had served the citizens of Jayton and Kent County during two and a half decades of
operation. It contributed significantly to the community's survival during a time when many rural
towns in the region succumbed to severe drought, unstable commodity prices, and world war.
In April 1936 a new group of investors acquired the building. They began operating as the
First State Bank of Jayton (Charter No. 1670, filed April 1934), although its assets were evenmally
transferred to a bank in nearby Aspermont. Despite major oil discoveries in the county late in the
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decade and improved economic conditions following World War II, the building remained idle until
L.C. Harrison acquired the building in 1948 with the intent of establishing a new bank in the building.
He died in an accident, however, before realizing his goal.
On 14 June 1955 the Kent County Commissioners Court designated the building as the county
courthouse, upon signing an 18-month lease. This action officially settled a county wide squabble
underway since a vote in 1952 had authorized the movement of the county seat to Jayton from nearby
Clairemont. As Jayton at the time boasted no courthouse building, lawsuits were filed in protest of
this decision. These were finally settied by the 11th District Court of Civil Appeals on 30 July 1954
in favor of Jayton. Disagreement among the Commissioners persisted, however, and alternate
meetings were held in both Clairemont and Jayton through the next year. Meanwhile the county
records were held in safekeeping in the bank's vault, after some unknown persons under a police
escort spirited the records out of the Clairemont courthouse on the day the judicial ruling was handed
down. Clairemont's courthouse mysteriously burned to the ground in a subsequent fire in April 1955.
The bank building was owned during this time by Thomas Fowler and two business partners
from Houston. A former director and officer of the First National Bank, Fowler was the son of Dr.
John H. Fowler, an early pioneer of Jayton and Kent County and a founding director of the bank.
Thomas Fowler and current bank director Bob E. Hamilton also operated an insurance agency in the
building for nearly 40 years until its closure in January 1995.
In 1962 the newly established Kent County State Bank constructed a new building adjacent to
the historic First National Bank building. This group subsequently acquired the historic building,
using the portion not occupied by the Fowler Insurance Agency for storage. The bank decided in
1995 to renovate the historic building to accommodate their expanded operations.
In Architecture in Texas 1895-1945, Jay Henry describes Progressive era (1895-1914) semipublic instimtions such as banks as follows:
The small-town bank underwent a cultural metamorphosis in the Progressive Era, as
bankers sought to counteract their negative populist image and cultivate their role as
community leaders. The 19th-century bank had little to distinguish it from other
commercial enterprises facing the public square of a Texas town....Bankers tended to
avoid originality, however, and to adopt the Beaux-Arts Classic style because of the
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images of stability and order it conveyed. The acmal size of such banks varied with the
size of the town and the existence of competing banks. Many were only one story high,
and monumentalized by inflating the scale and enriching the classical detail.
The First National Bank building, for better or worse, must be included in this characterization
as the prevailmg classical eclecticism design practices were incorporated into its composition. In so
doing, the bankers were able to present to their customers an unage of stability and order utilizing
familiar, but freely juxtaposed, architecmral elements. The overall organization, appearance and
detailing of this building suggest it was the intentional product of a person possessing design expertise
even in the absence of a cornerstone or marker to denote same. While definitive corroboration has not
emerged, it remains highly probable architect R.H. Smckey^ from nearby Chillicothe, Texas, designed
this building.
Having resided in Mexia, Texas, since about 1880, Rockwell Henry Stuckey (1855-1936)
moved to the Chillicothe area of Hardeman County about 1898. There he began a career that resulted
in the design and construction of buildings throughout the region of the upper Texas plains in the late
19th and early 20th cenmries. The dome and skylight comprised Smckey's favorite design elements.
They often appear in his designs, although the dome did not always signify the presence of the interior
skylight. Among his works feamring both of these elements are the First Prebysterian Church (1909)
in Quanah and the First Methodist Church in Chillicothe (1916). His composition for the Hardeman
County Courthouse in Quanah features a dome, but no skylight. Other exterior design elements, most
notably the smooth granite columns, the denticulated brickwork, and the curved parapet coping found
on the First National Bank in Jayton reflect Stuckey's work for the Masonic Building in Chillicothe,
one of the few projects for which his original drawings survive.
On the exterior, the composition of the First National Bank building does not readily articulate
its internal functions nor operation. It instead presents the solid imagery associated with banks from
this period, readily providing visual clues as to the location of the entrance. The articulation and
ornamentation is restrained. Except for the use of smooth granite columns at the entrance, the
materials are those which convey a sense of substance yet with economical restraint and regional
familiarly. As had increasingly becoming the standard for commercial buildings constructed during
this period, and for 50 years afterward, hard finished tan brick was used as the prunary exterior facing
material. Most likely obtained from the nearby Lenders limestone quarries, stone detailing adds
definition. Other major materials and equipment were no doubt selected from building materials
catalogues and shipped in by rail or wagon. The interior is organized simply into public space and
operations space, utilizing the decorative grills and trim of the teller cages as a natural divider. The
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public spaces generally feamre more expensive materials than those of the work spaces (marble
wainscot and ceramic tile floors), with finish materials and detailing reflective of the exterior's
Classical Revival style.
The integrity of both the exterior and interior of the building is excellent. Extensive
photographic documentation, on-site investigations, and historical research was conducted by the
architecmral team prior to the commencement of any significant rehabilitation work. While bank
buildings historically require periodic alterations to update the bank's image and to keep up with
technological changes in the banking industry, such has not been the case with this building. Due to a
combination of good original construction practices, conscientious tenants over time, only a moderate
amount of the building's original fabric and finishes were ever removed, altered or seriously damaged.
It should be noted that the availability of the adjacent 1962 building absorbed the space and equipment
demands of banking in the 1990s, thereby greatly reducing the need for significant alterations to the
historic building. Thus it has been possible to give patrons and staff the ability to conduct business
efficiently in the confines of a facility that is substantially the same as when it was originally
constructed. The bank therefore remains a visual representative of the community's history. As the
sole surviving downtown building dating from the very early years of the town that still retains its
original integrity and function, the building continues to represent early aspirations of economic
prosperity for the town, as well as the pioneers who played an integral part in the history of the bank,
the town and the county.
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END NOTES:
'In describing the "The Old Hotel" in Kent Co and Its People (p. 9), the authors state "Built to house
the first bank in Jayton ...The Bank operated in this building until a brick edifice was made
ready across the street in 1913. After it had moved, the Garnett family bought, then enlarged
the vacated bank to be used as a Hotel." However, a Materialman's Lien dated January 18,
1915 filed by Roy F. Stuckey, oldest son of R.H. Stuckey, Architect, for labor and materials
furnished Oscar Swinbum and First National Bank
"said building being situated on Lot
No. 3, Block No. 61 in the town of Jayton" suggests a later date of building completion may
be considered. Further, dates found on certain building materials in the building also suggest
the 1915 date may be more likely. Those items include a tag found on some original electrical
wiring dated January, 1915, the date stamped on the back of the mirror above the Board Room
fireplace is December, 1914, and Ottowa, Kansas, newspapers used for shims behind the
painted glass signs in the teller counter stations are dated December, 1914. Adolphus
Moreland, m his memoirsfixesthe date as 1912. As this is the only first hand account of the
construction date, and no other date has been conclusively proven, it has remained the date
used in all documentation related to this building.
^Notes prepared by Ada Lou (Fowler) Joiner assign the date of formation as 1909, while biographers
of various Jay family members in Kent Co. and Its People (p. 215-216), consistently use 1907
as the date the bank was founded. The 1907 date is also used in the biography of Robert
Goodall-Banker. Letterhead stationery of the bank shows the date as 1907, along with the
1910 date when the bank became part of the national banking system. Although Mrs. Joiner is
the daughter of founding Director Dr. John H. Fowler, we have elected to use the date of
1907, prunarily because it is that date used on the bank's official stationery.
^The 1880 US Federal Census for Limestone County, Texas shows Smckey at that tune identified
himself as a carpenter, and records of the Lunestone County Commissioners court affirms his
employment by the county as Building Contractor of the 1898 Courthouse. In Kelsey and
Dyal's, The Courthouses of Texas, Stuckey is credited with designing the 1908 Beaux-Arts
Courthouse of Hardeman Co. and the 1924 Classical Revival Courthouse of Limestone Co.
Although no first name is indicated for the partners, Peterson and Stuckey, who are credited
with the design of the 1882 Morris Co. Courthouse in Daingerfield, there are elements of that
design that may be found on later Smckey buildings, most notably the roof dome.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF PROPERTY:

less than one acre

UTM REFERENCES

Zone Easting
14 353380

Northing
3679660

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lot 3, Block 61, Original Townsite, Jayton, Kent County, Texas
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries include all property historically associated with the building.
11. FORM PREPARED BY (with assistance from Bruce Jensen, THC Architectural Historian)
NAME/TITLE:

Hubert Welch Jr. (Architect)

ORGANIZATION:
STREET

&

McCathren Associates

NUMBER: 1049

CITY OR TOWN:

DATE:

Nortii 3rd Street, #300

Abilene

STATE:

TX

April 1997/August 1997

TELEPHONE:
ZIP CODE:

915-670-9100

79601

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

CONTINUATION SHEETS
MAPS

(see continuation sheet Plan-18 through Plan-19)

PHOTOGRAPHS

(see continuation sheet Photo-22 through Photo-24)

ADDITIONAL ITEMS

(see continuation sheet Notes-16 and Figure-20 through Figure-21)

PROPERTY OWNER
NAME:

Beryle Murdoch Jr./Kent County State Bank

STREET

&

NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

402 Donoho Street

Jayton

STATE: TX

TELEPHONE:
ZIP CODE:

806-237-2644

79528
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HISTORIC BANK DRAFT WITH IMAGE OF BUILDING, 1917
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HISTORIC LETTERHEAD WITH IMAGE OF BANK, 1933
ESTABLISHED
NATIONALIZED

H.t.SANDe^L.PMKSiOCHT
W. M.HUM

L. B. Withers, Receiver

1907
ISIO

ELLIS

SCQOIN,A«(t'TCA«HtCl,

NV 90'*5 ••
CAPITALa SURPLUS

$

6 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

Odtober 3, 1933

Mr, G, W, HarrlBon,
Jayton, T^XBB.

0««r Mr. Harrldon:
Receipt la tfkaoiaedged of |297.90,
toeing balanoe end interest due of the •SBeBtnent levied ty
the Conptroller of tlie Currency on the 5 ehorea of etock of
the First National l^^k of Jayton, Texas, standing in your
neiae.
Thanking you, I am.
Yours rery truly.

L . B. Wltiiera, Receiver.
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HISTORIC AERIAL PHOTO OF JAYTON, c.1960
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HISTORIC PHOTO OF INTERIOR, C.1920

First National Bank Building
Jayton, Kent County, Texas
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PHOTO INVENTORY
FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
402 DONOHO STREET
JAYTON, KENT COUNTY, TEXAS
HUBERT WELCH JR. - PHOTOGRAPHER (EXCEPT AS NOTED)
MARCH 1997 (EXCEPT AS NOTED)
ORIGINAL NEGATIVES ON FILE WITH MCCATHREN ASSOCIATES

PHOTO

1 - Historic view of south and east elevations, photographer unknown, c.1950, camera facing
northwest, reprinted from the collection of Bob Hamilton, Jayton, Texas

PHOTO

2 - Oblique view of south and east elevations, camera facing northwest

PHOTO

3 - Oblique view of north and east elevations, camera facing southwest

PHOTO 4

- Interior view of teller lobby, camera facing west
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