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1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

HISTORIC NAME: Briones, Genaro P. and Carolina, House 

OTHER NAME/SITE NUMBER: Casa de Sueiios 

2. LOCATION 

STREET «& NUMBER: 1204 East 7*̂  Street 

CITY OR TOWN: Austin 

STATE: Texas CODE: TX COUNTY: Travis: 

NOT FOR PUftCtCATION: N/A 

VICINITY: N/A 

ZIP CODE: 78702 

3. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this x nomination 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
x meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant nationally 

statewide x locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying"oJiiciai 

State Historic Preservation Officer, Texas Historical Commission 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 
( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Date 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

1 hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 

/Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 
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5. CLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Private 

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: Building 

NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY: CONTRIBUTING 

1 
0 
0 

10 

11 

NONCONTRIBUTING 

2 BUILDINGS 

0 SITES 

0 STRUCTURES 

0 OBJECTS 

2 TOTAL 

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 0 

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: Historic Resources of East Austin 

6. FUNCTION OR USE 

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: DOMESTIC / multiple dwelling = duplex 

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: DOMESTIC / multiple dwelling = duplex 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: OTHER: Four Square 

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION CONCRETE 
WALLS STUCCO 
ROOF COMPOSITE 
OTHER N / A 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (see continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-12) 
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The Genaro & Carolina Briones House (1947), is a 2-story modified Four Square with a double porch. The 

concrete block house features brightly-tinted sculpted stucco surfaces on both the exterior and interior. Many sculptural 

elements, including reinforced concrete yard furnimre, imitate stone and wood. The house is simated on a raised yard 

and faces south on East Seventh Street in Austin, Texas. An exceptional example of Mexican-American folk art, the 

Briones House retains a high degree of architectural integrity. 

The Briones House faces south on a narrow lot on East Seventh Street, a primary four-lane thoroughfare, in a 

predominantly Hispanic East Austin neighborhood. Adjacent to the property on the west is a metal storage shed, used 

by a local church. Adjacent to the property on the east side is a small parking lot for a commercial building. The 

Briones lot extends to an alley on the north. There is no driveway, but a garage is accessible from the north alley. The 

small front yard is delineated by a short black iron fence, and features a large red tile island set in a grassy area, upon 

which sits a table and chairs. The western portion of the yard is also paved with red tile. Directly across the street is a 

1-story frame building which, until recently, served for decades as a local grocery store. Most standing properties in 

the immediate vicinity are 1-story houses, built prior to World War 11. 

The Briones House is constructed of concrete block, resting on a concrete foundation. The front section is 

finished with multicolored (green, blue, yellow, red, rust, beige, black) tinted stucco, carved in the pattern of an 

uncoursed stone wall. The house is topped by a hipped roof, finished with composhion shingles, with a intersecting 

gable-front roof on the eastern half. All roofs on later additions are flat, and covered with gravel. 

The primary elevation (south) is dominated on its eastern half by a 2-story partially-inset porch. The porch is 

supported by two decorated columns, and topped by a gabled roof. The southwest corner of the porch is chamfered, 

with a 5-step red tile flared-end staircase leading to the entrance. The ground-floor of the porch terminates at the 

eastern column. The ceiling cantilevers over a walkway running between the east side of the house and a concrete half-

turn stair, which leads to the second-story porch. The porch features a decorative metal balustrade. 

Windows are organized symmetrically on the south facade, two on each floor. Each metal window contains 30 

lights (4 across, 5 high), with 4-light-tall hinged casements on the lower corners. The sills are tinted concrete. The 

ground floor windows are covered with metal bars, added after 1973. 

Polychromatic pictorial details such as flowers and stars blend with the faux wood and stone of the stuccoed 

surfaces. The most prominent sculpted feature is a large flower on the porch pediment. Other recognizable shapes on 

the south elevation include a horseshoe (next to the west second-story window), and numerous stars, which appear to 
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have been formed with a cookie cutter. The porch ceilings at the first and second floors feature boldly-colored 

geometric designs: a clover on the ground floor ceiling, and a star on the second-floor ceiling. The prominently ribbed 

porch columns are oblong, with capitals featuring organic (athemion) ornamentation. 

Metal windows on the east facade are arranged symmetrically on the south of the house, with two windows on 

each floor. The second-floor windows feature 15 lights (3 lights wide, 5 lights tall), with 4-light-tall hinged casements 

on the lower corners. The ground-floor windows are identical to those on the south facade. 

An L-shaped 2-story concrete addition was added to the original house in the 1950s. This addition, covered 

with sea-green stucco, features a 30-light metal casement window on the second floor, and an aluminum sash window 

on the ground floor. A door in the southeast chamfered comer leads to a guest room. A reinforced concrete sculpture 

(which Briones referred to as his "tree") is set in concrete near the doorway. A metal staircase leads to a small covered 

landing on the second floor, with an entrance to a storage room. The addition includes projecting eaves and a flat, 

gravel-covered roof. 

Adjacent to the first addition is a 1-story frame addition (probably buih in several phases) beyond which is a 

garage, and a metal shed, neither of which are contributing entities. This addition connects the once-freestanding 

garage to the main house, and together with the metal shed, fills the entire north end of the lot. These additions were 

built by Mr. Briones for storage and other uses. The detached metal shed was added after Mr. Briones' death. 

The west facade features six metal windows on the south section of the house, similar in configuration to the 

fenestration on the east side, as well as one small (2x3 light) metal casement kitchen window on each floor. The first 

addition, one bay wide, features a single metal casement window on each floor. 

Genaro Briones built his house in many stages, evidenced by both the exterior and the floor-plan. The original 

room configuration on the ground floor consists of a living room and master bedroom in the front, with the kitchen, 

bathroom and second bedroom in the rear. This pattern is repeated in the second floor apartment. 

The primary entrance is located on the west side of the porch. The first room (SW corner) is the living room. 

The walls are green-tinted plaster, with a blue tinted-plaster ceiling. The molding, painted white, features a wide, 

shallow cove. A window is located on the south wall, and two windows are on the west wall. A grotto between the 

west wall windows extends beyond the depth of the wall. The grotto features a decorative concrete frame sculpted to 

resemble tree limbs and branches. Originally dedicated to the Virgin Mary, the grotto was rededicated to Mrs. Briones' 

mother, Manuelita ("Nellie") Hernandez, upon her death in 1971. The living room ceiling features a smccoed 

medallion several feet in diameter, surrounding the hanging locus of a chandelier. 
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The two bedrooms and bathroom of the original house are accessed through a small anteroom, off the northeast 

corner of the living room. The master bedroom, in the southeast corner, features two windows, surrounded with 

sculpted concrete "stones." On the west wall is a large built-in gik frame. The frame members are half-round and 

sculpted to resemble logs. Dominating the ceiling is a large gilded plaster medallion surrounding a hanging lamp. The 

medallion nearly fills the entire ceiling. 

To the north of the master bedroom is the room which initially served as Nellie Hernandez' bedroom. This 

room is similar to the master bedroom, with two windows finished with sculpted concrete "stones." The north window 

looks into the third bedroom, added in the 1950s. 

The bathroom, located west of the back bedroom, is narrow and deep, barely wider than the length of the 

bathmb simated at the north end. The bathroom is finished with yellow tinted plaster and green tile. The ceiling is 

decorated with various shapes - stars, hearts, spades, moons, and diamonds - which appear to have been made with the 

aid of a cookie cutter. 

The original kitchen is located directly north of the living room. The kitchen features yellow smcco walls, blue 

ceiling, and shallow geometric molding. 

During the second building phase, Briones added two rooms on each floor at the north end of the house. On the 

ground floor, he added a kitchen addition and guest room. The kitchen addition is immediately north of the original 

kitchen, and today contains the refrigerator and a table. The plain plaster walls are decorated with multicolored faced 

block. Sculpted concrete molding resembles a quarter-sawed log, with bark still attached. 

The guest bedroom is perhaps the most whimsical of all the rooms, owing to a large variety of decorative 

devices and materials. The north and east walls feature multicolored tiles inset around the windows. The north wall is 

decorated with a mixmre of sculpted concrete "stones" and glazed tiles or faced blocks of various shapes and colors. A 

horseshoe - perhaps placed as a symbol of luck - is set into the north wall. The concrete molding resembles a quarter 

cut log, complete with bark and broken branches. The long rectangular room features three windows, one each on the 

south, east, and north walls. The south window, originally an exterior window, looks into the second bedroom, which 

shares the adjoining wall. The north window looks into the stairway which leads to the second-story addition. 

Briones continued to work on the house through the 1970s. The various rooms at the north end of the house (a 

utility room, sewing room, two storage rooms, a small anteroom, bathroom, and an extended garage) do not display 

any of the decorative detailing found in the other rooms of the house. 

Although the second-floor plan is identical to the ground floor plan, none of the rooms share the decoration 
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style of the first floor, and only the porch ceiling features Briones' multicolored smcco. One of the second-story rooms 

in the first addition is an extension of the upper apartment. The other room, accessed by the back staircase, was used 

the Briones. 

Genaro Briones created several pieces of mstic furnimre in the front yard, which so resemble aged wood that 

they reveal themselves as concrete only upon close inspection. A four-legged table, whose round top resembles a thin 

slice of a huge tree, is set upon a red tile terrace. Four matching chairs feamre similar "sliced log" seats, inverted 

teardrop-shaped backs, and flared arms. A concrete settee, also fashioned to resemble weathered wood, feamres a 

distinctive V-shaped back support. The furniture is constmcted of steel frames and three layers of concrete. Other 

concrete yard objects fabricated by Briones include a basket-shaped planter, a pair of reinforced concrete flamingoes, 

and a round planter containing a flagpole. 

The Briones house maintains its integrity of location, setting, workmanship, materials, design, feeling, and 

association. Additions to the rear of house do not detract from its integrity, as Briones saw the house as a "work in 

progress." Upon the completion of the first phase of the house, Mr. Briones immediately began work on additions. The 

interior rooms are intact as Mr. Briones designed and built them. They color-tinted surfaces have never been painted, 

and remain brilliantly colored. 
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Settee 
Photographed August 1997 
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Table & four chairs 
Photographed August 1997 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section 7 Page 11 
Briones House 
Austin, Travis County, Texas 

Basket 
Photographed August 1997 
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Planter and flagpole 
Photographed August 1997 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 

A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD 

PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY. 

B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST. 

X C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF 

CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS THE WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES H I G H ARTISTIC V A L U E , OR 

REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT A N D DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS L A C K I N D I V I D U A L 

DISTINCTION. 

D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR HISTORY. 

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: N/A 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture, Art 

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1947-1948 

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1947 

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A 

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Genaro P. Briones 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (see continuation sheets 8-13 through 8-19) 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES 

BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuation sheet 9-20). 
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA: 

X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission) 
_ Other state agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local government 
_ University 
X Other — Specify Repository: (Austin History Center; Architecture Library, University of Texas at Austin) 
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The Genaro and Carolina Briones House (1947) is named after its designer and builder, Genaro P. Briones, 

whose family has occupied one of the duplex units since the early 1950s. Known locally as Casa de Sueiios ("House of 

Dreams"), the house feamres one of Austin's finest examples of sculpted and tinted smcco decoration, a style 

introduced from Mexico in the 1920s. Genaro Briones began constmction in 1947, and, working only nights and 

weekends, finished the main house in 1953. Briones worked continually on house additions until the late 1970s. The 

Briones House is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C, in the areas of Art 

and Architecmre, at the local level of significance, as an excellent example of modern Texas folk architecmre, and as a 

unique and monumental work of art. 

East Austin is marked by a high degree of heterogeneity, both architecmrally and socially, and perhaps is best 

described as "eclectic." The area contains over two dozen individually listed properties, and three listed districts. 

Originally a desirable suburb lying directly east of Austin's central business district and the state capital, the East Side 

once featured many examples of fine, even grand, architecmre, and was fairly integrated both socially and racially. The 

area was subdivided in the 1870s, with strong ties to transportation lines along East Avenue, a major north-south artery 

through the city. By the mm of the cenmry, the East Side was instimtionally, residentially, and commercial well-

developed, the location of major churches, two African-American colleges, and two significant cemeteries, including 

the State Cemetery. Sections of East Austin were inhabited by blacks, Anglos, Italians and Germans. This racially-

mixed character continued until World War 1, when de facto segregation accelerated the out-migration of the area's 

white families, and more black and Hispanic families migrated into the east. By the 1930s, a large Hispanic community 

had settled in the area from Canterbury Square (near the Colorado River), north to Eighth Street. Segregation 

intensified in the 1950s, with the constmction of IH-35, a major interstate highway, along the route of old East 

Avenue. The highway restricted access between east and west Austin, and served as both a physical and visual barrier. 

Many East Austin neighborhoods remained generally stable - including the neighborhood surrounding the Briones 

House on East Seventh Street - but the strong economic development experienced by the west side through the postwar 

years was not matched by such development in the east. In recent years, renewed interest in the East Side, fueled by 

rising property values throughout other parts of the city, has lead to increased activity in the housing market. The 

Briones House remains as a bold expression of Mexican-influenced culmre in East Austin. 
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Genaro Briones (1899-1979) orphaned at age four, was raised by an uncle in New Mexico. Briones' uncle 

took him to El Paso at age 13 to introduce him to the bricklaying and plastering trades. Briones settled in Austin in the 

mid-1930s. In 1939, Briones married Carolina Villarrial, an East Austin native whom he had met at Guadalupe Church 

four years earlier. Austin city directories from the 1930s and 40s note Briones' occupation as a both a bricklayer and 

plasterer. Mrs. Briones has recalled that Genaro was always proud to have steady work, even during the Great 

Depression, although he often traveled to find employment. Throughout his career, Briones worked on projects in 

Texas, Tennessee, California, and Mexico.' 

In the late 1940s, the Briones lived in a house on Onion Street in East Austin, and rented out a house at 1204 

E. Seventh Street, the fumre site of the Briones House. In 1947, Briones demolished the existing 1-story frame 

building and laid the foundation for his new concrete block house. Briones completed the basic form in 1951, after 

which Mr. & Mrs. Briones and Mrs. Briones' mother, Manuelita Hernandez, moved into the upstairs apartment. 

Briones worked on the house only on weekends and evenings, sometimes with the help of assistants, but often by 

himself. Mrs. Briones often visited the constmction site, but aside from handing tools to her husband, did not assist 

with the building design or decorative program. 

The first smccoed section of the house (a 2-story duplex) neared completion in 1953, according an article 

published in the Austin Statesman. An accompanying photograph depicts the concrete settee on the front lawn (see page 

18). Almost immediately, Briones began work on a 2-story addition, which included the kitchen annex and the guest 

room on the ground floor. Briones added utility and storage rooms in the 1960s and 70s, essentially filling the entire 

backyard to the alley with various stmcmres. Minor buildings, such as a metal storage shed, were added after his 

death. 

Briones learned to mold and tint plaster and concrete from Mexican craftsman Dionicio Rodriguez (1891-

1955), who worked in United States from c.1925 to 1950. Carolina Briones reports that Genaro worked with 

Rodriguez in Memphis, TN (most likely building concrete strucmres in Memorial Park Cemetery in the mid-1930s). 

Rodriguez excelled at the art of concrete/awx bois, creating concrete stmcmres such as footbridges, benches and 

shelters in the form of fallen or decaying trees. Rodriguez shaped each form with reinforcing bar, rod, mesh, screen 

wire, and mbble, held together with a rough coat of concrete. Using Portland cement and tinting agents, Rodriguez 

added a finishing coat, sculpting it with kitchen utensils. His best known Texas projects are in San Antonio, where he 

Interview with Carolina Briones, 29 August 1997, Austin, TX. 
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worked at the Alamo Cement Company beginning in the 1920s, and include the North Broadway bus stop, the entrance 

to Brackemidge Zoo, and a pedestrian bridge in Brackenridge Park. Rodriguez stmcmres in Arkansas, Tennessee and 

Michigan are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Rodriguez' imitative concrete forms, a style he adopted 

in Mexico, was itself imitated throughout Texas. 

According to Carolina Briones, Rodriguez, who lived in San Antonio until his death in 1955, visited the 

Briones House during its constmction, offering advice to Genaro. Despite reports that Rodriguez careftilly guarded his 

techniques - often mixing his chemicals secretly on site, then destroying the containers - he evidently shared his 

formulas with Briones, as well as at least two other artisans, George Cardosa and Ralph Carona, who worked with 

Rodriguez in Michigan. These color formulas, according to Briones, were acido - acid based - and, except for the gilt, 

were "clear as water" when applied to the wet cement surface. Considerable pressure on the bmsh assured that the 

liquid penetrated the cement. Using this process, the soft, brilliant hues or the namral wood or leaf tones begin to come 

out within minutes of their application. All the colors are entirely waterproof. Briones most likely used the same 

chemical compounds used by Rodriguez to tint his concrete - copperas, sulfuric acid, muriatic acid, iron oxide, 

saltpeter and lampblack. 

Briones drew inspiration from a wide variety of sources. The floor-plan is a modified Four Square with an 

external staircase. Concrete block constmction in the U.S. dates to the first decade of the 20* century, with the 

production of improved, inexpensive, and easy-to-use concrete block machines. Certain elements, such as the column 

capitals and the floral pediment design, are reminiscent of Art Deco interpretations of namral objects. The influence of 

Dionicio Rodriguez is most evident in the tinting techniques, and in the form of sculpmral elements, such as the 

furnimre, living room grotto, and tree-like molding throughout the house. The basket in the front yard is nearly 

identical to a Rodriguez basket in Lakewood Park, North Little Rock, AR. In many ways, however, Briones' refined 

work is a deparmre from the mstic style of Rodriguez. While Rodriguez utilized color to achieve a namral effect, 

Briones often used bright colors applied to low relief as a bold decorative device, a style which was most likely his own 

innovation. Rodriguez is not known to have built any houses (although he contributed sculpted elements to many), 

concentrating instead on free-form outdoor sculpmre and stmcmres such as shelters, benches and funerary objects. 

According to a report written c.1973 by three smdents at the University of Texas, "the plan for [Briones'] house, as 

well as its execution, is entirely his own. He says, however, that many of his ideas come from studying and adapting 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section 8 Page 16 
Briones House 
Aust in, Travis County, Texas 

picmres in magazines. The railing surrounding his upstairs balcony, for example, was taken from a picmre in Life 

magazine, and the original graces a house in the Philippines."^ 

Briones employed his decorative concrete work on at least two extant buildings in East Austin: the former 

Angel Funeral Home, at 1700 E. Second Street (1969; painted and remodeled); and the former Vikashmo's Lounge, 

located at 1405 E. Sixth Street. Briones also buih a decorated house for Elicio de la Pena, on 742 Real in San Antonio, 

worked on a bank at the intersection of Congress Avenue & Oltorf in south Austin (date unknown, remodeled), and 

created exhibits for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department in its former headquarters in the John Reagan State 

Office Building in Austin (c. 1965, destroyed). Briones buih several other houses in Austin, none of them feamring his 

distinctive decorative style. 

The Briones House is significant in the areas of Art and Architecmre. While a handful of other homes in East 

Austin display muhicolored cement treatment, none of them rival the craftsmanship and artistry evident in the Briones 

House. While the layout is a common Four Square plan, the style and quantity of inventive decorative elements sets the 

house apart from its immediate neighbors, as well as from any other house in Ausdn. The utilitarian rooms which 

Briones added near the end of his life are located in the rear of the lot, not visible from the street, and do not detract 

from exceptional front end of the house. 

The furnimre in the front yard remains in good conduion. The table, chairs settee, basket, and planter, and 

flamingoes are nominated as contributing objects, due to their substantial size and scale, and because they were 

designed specifically for use or display in the yard. Smaller works of art, noted in an inventory of yard objects 

(concrete cmcifixion relief; miniamre grotto feamring the Virgin Mary; concrete imitation log, and small concrete 

ashtray) are neither fixed in place nor necessarily intended for outdoor use, and are considered non-contributing. 

The Briones House retains it integrity of location, setting, workmanship, materials, design, feeling and 

association. The building is located on its original site in East Austin, which is still associated with the local Hispanic 

community. Its distinctive decoration is intact and any changes to the historic fabric have been minor. Additions were 

made without removing or altering significant elements. The original floor-plan of the first section of the house is 

intact. The original window configuration has never been modified. The building serves the same function - a duplex -

* Logsdon, Gary, Karl Oberlander and Robert Simpson. "Genaro Briones, 1204 East T"* Street, Austin, Texas, c.1973." Manuscript submitted to 
D.B. Alexander, Architectural History 373, University of Texas at Austin. Architecture Library Special Collections, University of Texas at 
Austin. 
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as was intended when it was first designed and constmcted. 

The Briones House is in excellent condhion. No comprehensive preservation efforts are planned, but Mrs. 

Briones intends to maintain the house as it currently stands. 
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Earliest available photograph of the Briones House. 
Source: Austin Statesman, 29 July 1953. 

• i ^ h i n ^ i i r , July 29,: 19B3 ^ITIE; AfBTIN-STATESMAN, AL'STW, TEXAS 
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Genaro Briones portrait, date unknown 
Photographed August 1997 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY: less than one acre 

UTM REFERENCES Zone Easting Northing 
I 14 622240 3348680 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Block 2, east 47 feet of lot 11, Outlots 2 & 3, Division B, George L. 
Robertson Subdivision 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION The boundary includes all properties historically associated with the Genaro P. and 
Carolina Briones House. 

U . FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME/TITLE: Gregory Smith, Historian 

ORGANIZATION: Texas Historical Commission 

STREET & NUMBER: P.O. Box 12276 

CITY OR TOWN: Austin STATE: TX 

DATE: 24 September 1997 

TELEPHONE: (512) 463-6006 

ZIP CODE: 78711-2276 

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

CONTINUATION SHEETS 

MAPS (see continuation sheet Map-21) 

PHOTOGRAPHS (see continuation sheet Photo-22) 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 

PROPERTY O W N E R 

NAME: Carolina Briones 

STREET & NUMBER: 1204 East 7"' Street 

CITY OR TOWN: Austin STATE: TX 

TELEPHONE: (512) 495-9181 

ZIP CODE: 78702 
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Briones House 
1204 E. 7'' Street 
Austin, Travis County, Texas 
Photographed by Gregory Smith 
August 1997 
Negatives on file with Texas Historical Commission, Austin 

South elevation, camera facing north 
Photograph 1 of 6 

Oblique view of southeast corner, camera facing northwest 
Photograph 2 of 6 

Detail of ground floor porch ceiling, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 3 of 6 

Detail of porch column, camera facing northeast 
Photograph 4 of 6 

Window treatment, "mother-in-law" bedroom, camera facing north 
Photograph 5 of 6 

Chair on south patio, camera facing east 
Photograph 6 of 6 
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Curtis Tunnell • Executive Director 
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H I S T O R Y P R O G R A M S D I V I S I O N 

June 23, 1998 

Beth L. Savage 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW,NC400 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Savage: 

Enclosed is the Briones House National Register nomination with revised continuation sheet, and related 
correspondence. If you have any questions, please contact me at (512) 463-6013. Thank you for your 
attention. 

Sincerely, 

S0i 
GiVgory W. Smith, Historian 
History Programs Division 

PO. Box 12276 Austin, TX 78711-2276 512/463-6100 • Fax 512/475-4872 • TDD 1-800-735-2989 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 

_ A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD 

PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY. 

B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST. 

X C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF 

CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS THE WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES HIGH ARTISTIC VALUE, OR 

REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT AND DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS LACK INDIVIDUAL 

DISTINCTION. 

D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR HISTORY. 

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: G 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture, Art 

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1947-C.1960 

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1947 

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A 

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Genaro P. Briones 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (see continuation sheets 8-13 through 8-19; 8-23) 

9. MAJOR B I B L I O G R A P H I C REFERENCES 

BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuafion sheet 9-20). 
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A 

_ preliminary determination of individual lisfing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA: 

x State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission) 
_ Other state agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local government 
_ University 
X Other — Specify Repository: (Austin History Center; Architecture Library, University of Texas at Austin) 
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Criteria Consideration G 

The Briones House is nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C, m the areas of 
Art and Architecture, at the state level of significance. Although the Briones House continued to achieve significance 
less than 50 years prior to its nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, the buildmg meets Criterion 
Consideration G as a rare and intact example of its type and method of construction. 

The Briones House is the largest and most prominent example of tinted concrete ornamentation on a building in 
the state of Texas, and represents the master achievement of Genaro Briones, a bricklayer and plasterer. Briones 
learned the technique from Dionicio Rodriguez, a San Antonio artisan and recognized master whose works in Arkansas 
and Michigan are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. (A National Register nommation of Rodriguez's 
work in Texas is underway). Their method of applying tinted and sculpted stucco to remforced concrete and concrete 
block is not common in Texas. 

The Briones House was first nominated to the National Register of Historic Places in 1985 as part of the 
Historic Resources of East Austin nomination, but was not listed on account of its being less than 50 years old. 
Subsequent research has revealed that the Briones House is the best preserved and most prominent example of Briones' 
work. All of Briones' projects in Austm have been either remodeled or destroyed, with the exception of Vikashmo's 
Cafe, a relatively modest work which does not display the decorative cohesiveness or grand scale of his house. 

Genaro Briones began construction of the Briones House in 1947. The first portion of the house - a 10-room 
Four Square - was completed (with the application of tinted concrete on the interior and exterior) c.1953, according to 
an article in the Austin Statesman. It is not known whether Briones envisioned the final product at the onset of his work 
in 1947, but the foundation was completed within the first year of construction. No known writmgs or mterviews with 
Briones reveal the details of his planning, but oral interviews with his wife Carolina have established the various 
growth stages of the house. 

Briones completed the first addition (including a kitchen annex and guest room on the ground floor, and storage 
space on the second floor) c.1960. This addition marks Briones' final use of tinted concrete in the house, and 
establishes "c.1960'' as the end-date of the period of significance. Subsequent additions were frame construction, and 
do not display the craftsmanship found in the earlier portions of the house. 

All contributing objects in the yard were made by Briones within the period of significance. Only the flamingos 
and settee are documented in a 1953 photograph, but the dates of the table and chairs (c.1960), flagpole/planter 
(c.1953) and basket (c.l948) have been verified through an interview with Briones' nephew, J. Adam Lopez. 
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May 11, 1998 

Linda McClelland 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. McClelland: 

Enclosed are pages 3 and 23 of the Briones House NR nomination. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please call me at 512/ 463-6013. Thank you. 

Sincerely 

regory W. Smith, Historian 
History Programs Division 

R O. Box 12276 Austin, TX 78711-2276 512/463-6100 • Fax 512/475-4872 • TDD 1-800-735-2989 


